
The Invasion of Grace
Luke 4:31-44

	Before dawn on June 6th, 1944, the English Channel churned under a low, gray sky. Thousands of boats drifted in the dark like shadows… full of young men who hadn’t slept, who hadn’t spoken much, who were trying not to think about what waited for them on the shore. Some clutched letters from home. Some whispered prayers into trembling hands. Some stared at the ramp in front of them, as it rattled against the waves, gripping their rifles so tightly their knuckles turned white. 
	Then the boats struck sand. The ramps dropped. And in an instant, the world exploded. Machine-gun fire from the cliffs. Mortars tearing up the beach. The froth of the waves now crimson. Chaos. Smoke. Screams. This wasn’t a peaceful landing. This is what it looks like to storm enemy territory. Every step forward contested. Every yard of ground fought over. Because when you invade hostile ground, the enemy doesn’t politely step aside… he fights back with everything he has.
	D-Day wasn’t just a landing. It was the beginning of the end. The moment Allied boots hit that beach, the outcome of the war was no longer in doubt… even though the fiercest resistance was still ahead. And when Jesus steps into Capernaum in Luke 4, it feels a lot like that beach in Normandy. He isn’t strolling through the countryside offering good advice on practical living. He’s invading. Invading Satan’s domain. Invading sickness. Invading the darkness of sin. Invading demons who have held people captive for years.
	And just like that morning in Normandy, the resistance spikes. Demons scream. They panic. They lash out. Because they know something we’re prone to overlook: The King has landed. And when the King lands in enemy territory… war breaks out. This is why there seems to be a flurry of demonic activity during Jesus’ earthly ministry…much more than we see today. Satan is doing all he can to stop the King from advancing. What we see in the Gospels is a demonic blitzkrieg on Jerusalem and the surrounding areas. 
	In our passage last week, Jesus announced who He is. He’s back in His hometown of Nazareth, stands up and reads Isaiah 61, and essentially says, “The Kingdom has Come. The King is here…and oh yeah, I’m the King.” The people who had watched Jesus grow up, hear Him say these things and are instantly filled with rage. They don’t crown Him, they try to throw him off a cliff.
	Let’s pick it up where we left off. 			
31 And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them on the Sabbath, 32 and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed authority.
 
	After narrowly escaping with His life, Jesus leaves Nazareth and goes back to Capernaum. As He’s teaching in the synagogue, the people of Capernaum are astonished. They aren’t blinded by their hometown bias. They don’t even really know who this guy is, but they recognize there is something different about Him, “for is word possessed authority.” 
	Normally, when a rabbi taught, he would quote the famous teachers he had studied under, grounding his words in borrowed authority so the people would know he had the right to speak. Jesus doesn’t do this. He doesn’t need to, and this catches people off guard. The word Jesus speaks has authority, that is plain to see, but the people of Capernaum aren’t sure who’s authority he’s teaching from and that makes them curious. 
	As Mark said in a parallel account of the same events: "They were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes.”[footnoteRef:2] Jesus isn’t just speaking about God…He is God. So when He opens His mouth, God is speaking. Not borrowed authority. Not delegated authority. Devine authority.  [2:  Mark 1:22 ESV] 


33 And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm.

	In Nazareth, the synagogue was full of skeptics. In Capernaum, the people aren’t skeptical, they’re astonished wondering where Jesus’ authority is coming from. But notice, Hell knows exactly who just showed up. In the middle of Jesus’ teaching a man possessed by a demon starts screaming at Jesus, “Have you come to destroy us?” This demon has a better Christology than the people in the room. He knows exactly who Jesus is…and exactly what He’s come to do. Unlike the people in Nazareth, demons aren’t skeptical. Unlike the people of Capernaum, they’re not curious…they’re terrified. The rightful King has stepped onto occupied soil, and the demons know their days are numbered. This is the beginning of the end. 
	We won’t camp out on demonology this morning, but listen to how Philip Ryken summarizes it. He writes: 

	Are people still possessed by demons today? The answer is yes. We are in a spiritual battle, and the cosmic forces of darkness are still fighting against us (see Eph. 6:12). These powers seek to gain control any way they can. They are often at work promoting evil in the structures of sinful society, but in their wickedness, they sometimes seek to dominate particular individuals (perhaps especially in cultures that have not yet been penetrated by the power of the gospel). This goes well beyond the general way in which unbelievers are said to be "in the power o f the evil one" (1 John 5:19). Demon possession also goes well beyond ordinary
temptation. In some Christian circles it has become popular to attribute every sin to a particular demon. People who think too highly of themselves have a demon of pride; people who eat too much have a demon of gluttony; and so on. When people talk this way, they are really blaming Satan for their own sinful nature. Their sins are not the direct result of demonic control, but simply the expression of their own sinful desires. 
	Nor is demon possession merely a matter of mental illness. Not everyone who has a delusion is under satanic control, although demons may perhaps cause or exacerbate mental illness and often seem to attack people who are spiritually or psychologically weak, taking advantage of any opportunity to gain greater control. This means that demons can be hard to detect, or to separate from a person's other struggles. Someone who is demon-possessed may even have outward manifestations that are similar to other psychological disorders. But the origin of the oppression is different. People who are demon-possessed are dominated by an inward, personal evil.
	Demon possession seems to happen relatively more rarely today than it did in the time of Christ. Perhaps this is because there are now so many more people in the world, but only so many demons to torment them. The number of demons is finite, and there are more people than they can ever hope to possess. Or maybe Satan threw the full weight o f his power against Israel because he knew that the Savior would come there first. But whatever the reason, Jesus often came into direct contact with people who were
oppressed by demons. This was part of his ongoing war with the devil. In this war, Jesus had authority over the demons, which he exercised simply by speaking his word.[footnoteRef:3]
	 [3:  Philip Graham Ryken, Luke, vol. 1, Reformed Expository Commentary: Luke 1–12 (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2009), 192–93.] 



	Alright, back to our scene in Capernaum. Jesus’ response to all of this is swift. There’s no discussion. No negotiation. No rituals. Just a word…and hell obeys. Immediately Jesus rebukes the demon essentially saying, “shut your mouth and get out of him.” And so, the demon throws the man down (I imagine in bit of disgust) and leaves. Luke, being the good doctor that he is, assures us that the man wasn’t harmed in this whole ordeal.
	The crowd watching all of this take place, initially wondering how Jesus can teach with such authority, are now completely blown away. They’ve never seen anything like this. They don’t know anyone who has seen anything like this. They don’t even know anybody, who knew somebody, who has seen something like this. 

36 And they were all amazed and said to one another, “What is this word? For with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 37 And reports about him went out into every place in the surrounding region.

	If we’re going to understand what Jesus is doing in Capernaum, we need to go back to Nazareth. Because there, in the synagogue, Jesus tells us plainly who He is and what He came to do. In Luke 4:18-19, Jesus quoting Isaiah 61:1–2, says this:  

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”	

	
	The Lord’s Anointed has come to proclaim good news to the poor…and that’s exactly what Jesus is doing. He teaches with authority, and people are stunned. He rebukes demons, and captives are set free. He confronts oppression, and darkness retreats. Everything Isaiah promised is happening in real time. In Nazareth, Jesus declared the mission. In Capernaum, He proves it.
	Jesus has caused a stir in the synagogue, and word about Him starts spreading through the town. So He heads to Simon Peter’s house, and once again we see Him fulfilling what Isaiah promised. 

38 And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. 39 And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and immediately she rose and began to serve them.

	The good doctor…Luke…tells us that Peter’s mother-in-law had a fever.
And because of his medical background, he’s careful to note that this wasn’t minor.
It was severe. A high fever. The kind that demanded immediate attention. Today, we’d be heading straight to the ER… maybe an ice bath… IV fluids. But first-century Capernaum didn’t have any of that. So Jesus steps in. And after a brief exchange, Luke tells us something surprising: Jesus rebukes the fever. Notice that language. He doesn’t lay His hands on her here.
He doesn’t touch her like He does later in verses 40–41. He rebukes it. The same word Luke just used when Jesus rebuked the demon. 
	Why doesn’t Jesus lay hands on her? That seems to be His normal pattern, right? Over and over in the Gospels, Jesus touches the sick. But not here. Instead, Luke says Jesus rebukes the fever. And that word should catch our attention. Because it’s the exact same word Luke just used when Jesus rebuked the demon in the synagogue. It’s strong language. Authoritative language. Almost confrontational. It’s as if Jesus isn’t simply comforting an illness…He’s commanding an enemy. Now, Luke doesn’t explicitly say there’s a demon involved here, so we shouldn’t go beyond the text. But he clearly wants us to see something. So let me tell you what I think. 
	Given how close Peter’s house was to the synagogue…just a stone’s throw away from where Jesus had cast out that demon…it’s at least possible there’s more going on here than an ordinary illness. Scripture shows us that demons don’t always fully possess someone.
Sometimes they simply oppress…bringing hardship, suffering, even physical affliction. And Luke’s wording makes you wonder, is this the work of the same demon Jesus just cast out? Is that demon throwing one last temper tantrum before he gets out of town? Or is it the work of a different demon… I’m not sure, but Jesus doesn’t treat this like a normal sickness. He rebukes the fever. The same word he just used when Jesus rebuked the demon in the synagogue. It’s the language of confrontation. Of command. Of authority. Now, Luke doesn’t explicitly say a demon is involved, so we shouldn’t be dogmatic. But it does seem clear that Jesus recognizes this as an enemy to be driven out, not merely a symptom to be treated. And with a word, it’s gone. Because whether it’s a demon or a disease, it makes no difference. Everything answers to the authority of the King.
	Jesus rebukes the fever…and it leaves. But notice what happens next. Peter’s mother-in-law gets up… and immediately begins to serve them. Now, part of this might be cultural. Hospitality was, and still is, central in Middle Eastern culture. Serving guests was expected. But there’s more here than custom. This woman had just experienced a miracle from the Lord Himself. Whether or not it was customary, it teaches us something profound: When the Lord works in your life… When He saves you… When He brings you out of darkness and into His light… We respond. We serve. We obey. Isn’t that the fruit of saving grace? Faithful obedience. Loving service. 
	The Gospel requires only two things: repentance and faith. Faithful obedience is not what earns God’s grace. It is the result of God’s grace working in a life. And I think we catch a glimpse of that here in Peter’s mother-in-law. She’s just been healed. She’s just been rescued. And immediately, she serves. Obedience flows from true repentance and faith…not the other way around. 
40 Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various diseases brought them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and healed them. 41 And demons also came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the Christ.

	As Peter’s mother-in-law begins to serve, the news about Jesus continues to spread. Word travels fast…and by sundown, the whole town is gathering. Jesus isn’t just changing one life at a time. His authority, His power, His kingdom work is expanding. What began in the synagogue now moves into the homes of Capernaum…and soon, into the streets. The King has landed, and the invasion doesn’t stop. Darkness, sickness, oppression…all are confronted wherever He goes. It’s the same pattern we saw with Peter’s mother-in-law: grace transforms, obedience responds, and the kingdom spreads. 
	If someone you loved was sick, really sick, and you heard there was a man in town who could heal with just a word… you wouldn’t wait. You wouldn’t schedule an appointment. You’d pick them up and run. And that’s exactly what’s happening in Capernaum. Word spreads.
A demon has been cast out. A fever was rebuked. And suddenly the streets start filling with people, all moving toward one house. Because when hope shows up, people run toward it. 
	Remember His mission statement in Nazareth. Set captives free. Heal the broken.
Deliver the oppressed. Proclaim the Gospel.  And now the kingdom is advancing through Capernaum, house by house, person by person. Everything He promised…He’s doing. 
	But notice v.41, this is the second time Luke has recorded Jesus casting demons out. And it’s the second time the demons declare who Jesus is, the first demon declares “You are the Holy One of God” the others testify“You are the Son of God…” If the demons know exactly who Jesus is…why silence them? Wouldn’t that help His mission? But Jesus shuts them down every time. And I think there are a couple of reasons why Jesus does this. 
	First, Jesus doesn’t accept testimony from the enemy. Simply put, Jesus isn’t going to let demons be His PR team. Even if what they say is technically true, “You are the Holy One of God,” it’s coming from unclean lips. Throughout Scripture, God doesn’t use rebellious spirits as reliable witnesses. Truth coming from the mouth of a demon still muddies the message. Jesus doesn’t need validation from hell. He doesn’t borrow credibility from the enemy. 
	Secondly, These demons aren’t speaking from faith, they’re speaking from fear. When the first demon asks, “Have you come to destroy us?” That’s not worship. That’s terror. They aren’t confessing Him as Savior…they’re reacting to Him as Judge. So their words aren’t Gospel proclamation, they’re panic. And Jesus isn’t interested in fear-based recognition. He wants faith-filled belief. 
	Third. It wasn’t time to fully reveal Jesus’ identity yet. This is huge in Luke’s Gospel. Jesus controls the timing of His revelation. If demons start shouting “This is the Messiah!” everywhere: crowds get politically charged, Rome gets suspicious, people try to force Him into a revolutionary king role, and the cross gets rushed or at the very lest misunderstood. Jesus repeatedly says, in effect: “Not yet.” The cross must come before the crown. So He silences premature declarations.
	Lastly. There is a theological reasoning behind Jesus commanding the demons to keep quiet. Think about what’s happening: The demons don’t get to speak unless He permits it. Even their mouths are under His authority. So when He says, “Be silent,” they obey. Even demons don’t get to talk without permission. Even hell has to shut its mouth when the King commands it. That’s not just silencing…that’s domination. And if you’re invading enemy territory, isn’t that the goal? 
42 And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought him and came to him, and would have kept him from leaving them, 43 but he said to them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” 44 And he was preaching in the synagogues of Judea.

	The King has landed…and there was nothing Satan could do to stop Him.
That wild day in Capernaum was a full-on assault on the kingdom of darkness. Jesus teaches with authority. Demons are cast out. Diseases flee. One after another after another. It’s as if He’s throwing down the gauntlet, declaring, “This territory belongs to Me.” And apparently it goes on for hours…well into the night. Because when we get to verse 42, Luke tells us it’s daybreak. The sun is coming up… and Jesus is still at work.
	Now exhausted, Jesus withdraws to a desolate place. Mark tells us He goes into the wilderness to pray. Think about that. Jesus is fully God, but He’s also fully man. He gets tired. Physically spent. Emotionally drained. After a day of preaching, healing, casting out demons… His body and soul need rest. So what does He do? He prays. He goes to the Father. If time alone with the Father was necessary for Jesus… how much more necessary is it for us? The next time you’re exhausted… The next time you’re spiritually run down… The next time you feel empty… Don’t just push harder. Go be with your Father. You probably need prayer… …and maybe a nap.
	But His time of solitude doesn’t last long. In Nazareth, the response to Jesus was violent.
They didn’t just want Him to leave…they tried to kill Him. In Capernaum, it’s the exact opposite. They don’t want Him to go anywhere. They want Him to stay. Desperately. And you can understand why. Here is a man who teaches the Word with an authority they’ve never heard… who casts out demons… who heals the sick… who restores broken lives. If Jesus stays, what could they possibly lack? As far as they’re concerned, if He sticks around, every problem disappears.
	But Jesus is on a mission, and that mission is just getting started. What He did in Capernaum wasn’t the exception. It was the pattern. Everywhere He goes, the same thing happens: He teaches. He heals. He casts out demons. He pushes back the darkness. So when the crowds beg Him to stay, He refuses. Not because He doesn’t care, but because there are other towns that need to hear. “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well.” After all, this is why He was sent. He didn’t come to be the Savior of one house… or one town… or even one nation. He came for every tribe, every tongue, every nation.
	Yes. Jesus delivers captives and heals the sick…but those miracles were never the main event. They were signs pointing to something greater. His central mission, the very reason He was sent, was to preach the Word…to proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God is simply the rule of God…the breaking in of His sovereign authority and saving power. And that power was now present in the person of Jesus Christ. Wherever He stood, the King’s dominion had arrived. His purpose was not merely to display power, but to advance God’s reign by proclaiming God’s truth.
	Again and again, crowds pressed Him for more signs and wonders. They wanted spectacle. They wanted relief. But Jesus would not be reduced to a miracle worker. The signs authenticated the message…they were not the mission itself. Jesus came to preach the Word. And wherever that Word is proclaimed and believed, the Kingdom advances. 
	This was Jesus’ first priority…and it must be ours as well: preach the Word. Proclaim the Gospel. My fear is that we’re tempted to do with the church what the crowds tried to do with Jesus. They wanted to shape Him into what was most useful to them. And we can do the same thing…reshaping the church into something other than what God has called it to be. We can turn it into a platform for a theological hobbyhorse. Or an entertainment venue that competes with the world. Or a social project untethered from the Gospel. And in doing so, we drift from the very thing that gives the church its life and power.
	The church is not a stage. It’s not a think tank. It’s not a charity organization with religious language sprinkled on top. It is a people gathered to hear God’s Word and then scattered to proclaim it. In that sense, the church is a forward operating base…a military outpost of the Kingdom of God. We gather to be strengthened by the Word of the King, and then we go out to advance His mission. Not with worldly weapons, but with the Gospel. Not with spectacle, but with truth. Not with gimmicks, but with proclamation. If preaching the Word was central to Christ’s mission, it must remain central to His church.
	The King has landed. The Mission has begun. That’s what Luke wants us to see. This isn’t just a teacher with good advice. This isn’t just a healer passing through town. This is the King of heaven stepping onto enemy territory. And everywhere He goes, darkness retreats. Demons flee. Disease breaks. Captives go free. 
	But don’t miss this: Capernaum wasn’t the real battlefield. Your heart is. My heart is. Because the greatest oppression isn’t a fever. It isn’t a demon. It isn’t even Rome. It’s sin. And that’s the enemy Jesus ultimately came to defeat. All these miracles…they’re signs.
They’re previews. They’re little pictures of a bigger salvation. Because the same Jesus who rebuked demons…would go on to rebuke sin at the cross. The same King who laid hands on the sick… would stretch out His hands and be nailed to a tree. The same One who brought people out of physical bondage…came to bring us out of spiritual death. 
	And here’s the good news: The Gospel requires only two things. Repentance and faith. Turn from your sin. Trust the King. You don’t clean yourself up first. You don’t earn His grace. You don’t get your life together and then come. You come like the crowds came. Needy. Desperate. Empty-handed. And you trust Him. Because when the King speaks, chains fall. When the King commands, captives go free. When the King saves… He saves completely. So don’t just admire Him. Don’t just be amazed like the crowds. Come to Him. Repent. Believe. And let the King reclaim every corner of your life. Then serve Him in faithful obedience.
	Take up His mission as your own. The King has not only saved you…He has sent you. Advance His Kingdom not with noise or novelty, but with the steady, courageous proclamation of His Word. The very Word that opened your blind eyes. The very Word that broke your chains. The very Word that raised you from death to life. Don’t keep that to yourself. Proclaim it in your home. Proclaim it in your workplace. Proclaim it in this city. The Word that saved you is the Word God uses to save others.
 Let’s pray. 
The Invasion of Grace: Reflection & Discussion Questions
Questions Based on Luke 4:31–44 and Sermon Insights
1. How does the imagery of D-Day help you understand the spiritual battle described in Luke 4:31–44? (Luke 4:31–44)
2. What does it mean for Jesus to "invade" Satan's domain, and how does that relate to your daily life? (Luke 4:34–35)
3. When Jesus teaches with authority, how does it differ from other teachers or leaders you’ve encountered? (Luke 4:32; Mark 1:22)
4. Why do you think the people in Capernaum responded with astonishment rather than skepticism? (Luke 4:31–32)
5. What does the demon’s reaction to Jesus reveal about spiritual realities and the authority of Christ? (Luke 4:33–34)
6. How do you respond when confronted by spiritual resistance or darkness in your own life? (Luke 4:35; Ephesians 6:12)
7. What is the significance of Jesus’ authority over demons and disease, and how does that impact your faith? (Luke 4:35–39)
8. Why does Jesus silence demons when they declare His identity? What does that teach about testimony and timing? (Luke 4:41)
9. How does Jesus’ mission statement in Nazareth (Isaiah 61:1–2, quoted in Luke 4:18–19) shape your understanding of His purpose? (Luke 4:18–19)
10. What are ways you see Jesus fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy in your own life or community? (Luke 4:18–19, 4:31–44)
11. When Jesus rebuked Peter’s mother-in-law’s fever, what does that teach about spiritual authority and healing? (Luke 4:38–39)
12. How do you respond when God works in your life? Does it lead to service and obedience like Peter’s mother-in-law? (Luke 4:39)
13. What is the difference between being oppressed, possessed, and simply tempted by evil? (Luke 4:33–35; 1 John 5:19)
14. How does Jesus’ continual movement—teaching, healing, casting out demons—challenge your understanding of Christian mission? (Luke 4:42–44)
15. What role does prayer and solitude play in Jesus’ ministry, and how should it influence your spiritual life? (Luke 4:42; Mark 1:35)
16. What are the dangers of shaping Jesus, or the Church, into something that merely fits your needs? (Luke 4:42–43)
17. How does the church function as a "forward operating base" for the Kingdom of God? (Luke 4:43–44)
18. What does it mean for the Kingdom of God to advance through proclamation rather than spectacle? (Luke 4:43–44)
19. What is the greatest oppression in your own heart, and how does Jesus' victory speak to that struggle? (Luke 4:18–19, 4:31–44)
20. How will you respond to Jesus' call to repent, believe, and serve—both personally and as part of His mission? (Luke 4:43–44)

 
 
 

	
	

 

 
 



