Title: The Spirit and the Gifts Are Ours
Text: Ephesians 4:7–13
CONNECT: February 16, 2025

Connect to One Another: 
· In this week’s Mission Moment, we will watch a video update from Stuart and Lisa Bell, our mission partners in SE Asia. Pray for the Bells, then pray for the needs in your Connect group.
· Pastor Tim described Christ’s gifts as “an abundant supply of arms and munitions, provisions and supplies, dropped behind enemy lines” for the church, which he described as “a resistance force in occupied territory.” Explain this metaphor, and how it helps us understand the function of the spiritual gifts.

Connect to the WORD: Read Ephesians 4:7–13
The Gifts of Grace (v. 7) — While Paul does not identify the gifts in Ephesians, three other NT passages do so (Rom 12:3–8; 1 Cor 12:4–11; 1 Pt 4:10–11). From these passages, six truths emerge. Discuss and apply each.
1. Every believer has received at least one spiritual gift.
2. The gifts are as diverse as the needs of the church.
3. The gifts are given for the good of the church and the glory of God.
4. Not all members have the same gift; we need one another.
5. The gifts are distributed according to God’s sovereign plan.
6. The gifts are not static; new gifts may be pursued.
Are you using your gift(s) for the work of the ministry?
The Ground of Grace (vv. 8–10) — Pastor Tim pointed out that Paul finds evidence for the gifting of the church in Psalm 68, combining v. 18 and v. 35 and interpreting both through the lens of the gospel of Christ. What does it mean that Christ descended and ascended? Cf. Phil 2:5–11.
The Guides of Grace (vv. 11–12) — Christ has given special officers to the church to steward His gifts of grace, to train the church in the use of them, and to deploy them for the good of the church and the glory of Christ. Discuss how each of the following have been or are being used to equip the saints for the work of ministry: apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor-teachers.
The Goal of Grace (vv. 12–13) — The purpose of the spiritual gifts is the spiritual maturity of the church. Explain how First Baptist Nixa as a whole, and you in particular, can attain to:
· a theologically-robust, experientially-vibrant faith in Christ.
· stability in the face of trials, tribulations, and temptations.
· the image of Jesus.
Are you growing to maturity in these areas? What can you do this week to grow in each?

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Consider how you may help someone else mature in Christ this week. What will you do?
· What is one area in which you need to grow into the “measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ?” How will you pursue this growth in the coming week?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Ephesians 4:7-13
