Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  The Second Adam
Text:  Luke 3:21–4:13
CONNECT:  February 15, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Matt & Emily Tyler, our mission partners in Bangkok, Thailand. Pray for the Tylers and for Bangkok City Baptist church, then pray for those needs in your Connect group.
· Read Romans 5:18–19 and 1 Corinthians 15:22, 47–49. Explain, in as simple terms as possible, the first Adam/second Adam framework of redemptive history.

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: 
I. The Baptism of the Second Adam (3:21–22)
· How does Luke’s Gospel emphasize that Jesus was baptized in solidarity with sinners (v. 21)? How does Matthew’s Gospel emphasize that Jesus was baptized in substitution for sinners (Mt 3:13–15)?
· Discuss how vv. 21–22 demonstrate each of the following:
1. Jesus is the eternally-begotten Son of the Father, the second Person of the Holy Trinity.
2. Jesus is the eternally-beloved Son of the Father and is well-pleasing in His sight.
3. Jesus is anointed by the Holy Spirit; thus, the second Adam is the Servant of the LORD.
· Pastor Tim said, “If we are in Christ by faith, we, too, are the beloved sons of God, well-pleasing in His sight.” If you believe this to be true intellectually, do your emotions agree? If not, why do you think this is, and what can you do about it?
II. The Genealogy of the Second Adam (3:23–38)
· How does the fact that Jesus was about thirty years old and only “supposed” to be the son of Joseph (3:23) link him with Adam the son of God (3:38)?
· Why would Matthew only extend his genealogy from Jesus to Abraham in Mt 1:1–17? Why does Luke extend his genealogy from Jesus to Adam? Explain.
· How might we explain the difference between the genealogies of Matthew and Luke in the generations between David and Joseph?
III. The Temptation of the Second Adam (4:1–13)
· Why did the second Adam have to overcome Satan’s temptations in the wilderness? What is the result of His victory?
· Discuss how Jesus (the Second Adam) overcame these temptations and therefore how we too can find a way of escape in our own temptations.
· The second Adam trusted God in His suffering and refused to relieve His suffering through sin. How are we tempted to relieve our own suffering through sin?
· The second Adam refused the offer of a sovereignty that circumvented the cross on the way to the crown. How are we tempted to establish our own little kingdom?
· The second Adam refused to make Himself a spectacle, presuming upon the grace of God into order to attain the praise of men. How are we tempted to desire the praise of men over the praise of God?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· There are only two ways to relate to God. Either you will approach Him through the first Adam in the covenant of works, like Cain bringing your own labors; or you may approach Him through the second Adam in the covenant of grace, like Abel bringing only faith in the promise and the blood of the lamb. Why is the first approach futile? Begin today to approach God through faith in the blood and righteousness of Christ alone?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 3:21–4:13
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