Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
[bookmark: _1xijs5gndwo9]
Title: You Shall Call His Name John
Text: Luke 1:1–25
CONNECT: December 7, 2025

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Lisa Livgren, our mission partner in Edinburgh. Pray for Lisa and her ministry, then pray for those needs in your Connect group.
· How did you behold and worship Jesus this week (Is 42:1, 10)? What is the hope for a bruised reed or a faintly burning wick in Christ Jesus (Is 42:3)? Did you take comfort in this truth this week, or encourage someone else?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD:
· What could we know about the coming Messiah from reading Isaiah?
· According to Lk 1:1, 17 what was the common purpose of both Luke and John? 
I. The Ministry of Luke—That You May Have Certainty (1:1–4)
A. Luke’s Story—How do we know Luke wrote the Third Gospel? What do we know about Luke? When did Luke write his Gospel?
B. Luke’s Sources—What two sources did Luke utilize in writing His gospel? What role did the inspiration of the Holy Spirit play?
C. Luke’s Sponsor—Who was Theophilus? Why is this relevant to us today?
D. Luke’s Surety—Pastor Tim shared seven pillars on which we may base our certainty of the truthfulness of Luke’s Gospel. Try to come up with all seven. Do you struggle with doubts over the truthfulness of Scripture? Do you know someone who does? How could you help them attain to certainty?
II. The Ministry of John—That You May Be Prepared (1:5–25). Pastor Tim shared five stages of the announcement of John’s birth.
A. John’s Ancestry (5–7)—What three truths do these verses reveal about John’s ancestry? What do each tell us about John’s upbringing?
B. Gabriel’s Announcement (8–13)—What was the purpose of the offering of incense? What prayer was Zechariah most likely praying that God heard and answered? What three truths did Gabriel’s announcement reveal?
C. John’s Assignment (14–17)—Pastor Tim identified four assignments given to John. Describe how John fulfilled each assignment: (1) bring joy and gladness to many; (2) an entire life of special consecration and empowerment for ministry; (3) a ministry of conversion; (4) a ministry of preparation. What is the relationship between John and Ezekiel? See Malachi 3:1; 4:5-6; Mt 17:10–13.
D. Zechariah’s Apprehension (18–23)—What did Zechariah doubt? What was the result of his doubts? Did Zechariah’s unbelief thwart God’s plan?
E. Elizabeth’s Appreciation (24–25)—How was Elizabeth’s response different that her husband’s? What lesson might the church take away from Elizabeth’s barrenness?

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· [bookmark: _Hlk214950716]Why is it important to see the plan of redemption from both the OT (Isaiah) and NT (Luke)? What does it mean “to have the whole story so that you give the whole glory”?
· Are you certain of the claims of the gospel? Are you prepared to meet Christ? If you cannot answer “yes” to either question, what will you do about it this week?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 1:1–25
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