Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title: You Shall Call His Name Jesus
Text: Luke 1:26–38
CONNECT: December 14, 2025

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Missions Moment, watch the update from Steven & Kelli Shaddox, our mission partners in Prague. Pray for the Shaddoxes and their ministry, then pray for those needs in your Connect group.
· On what does Luke base his claim that Theophilus can be certain of what he wrote? How did John the Baptist prepare Israel for the coming of Christ? Are you certain of the truth of Scripture? Are you prepared for the coming of Christ?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD:
I. The Angelic Visitation (1:26–30)
· That the angel was sent to Galilee with this news is the fulfillment of Isaiah 9:1–2. What is significant about Jesus coming forth from Galilee?
· That the angel was sent to a virgin is the fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14. What is significant about the virgin birth of Christ? Is it an essential doctrine? Why or why not?
· Mary was betrothed to Joseph and is favored (graced) by God. What does this say about Mary? What does this NOT say about Mary? 
II. The Messianic Annunciation (1:31–33). Gabriel’s words highlight two Messianic offices:
· The son of Mary will be the Messianic Savior. This is revealed in his given name, Jesus—the Lord is salvation.” Did faithful Israelites expect a Messianic Savior?
· The son of Mary will be the Messianic King. What did Israelites expect of the Messianic King? How does Jesus’ reign differ?
III. The Divine Incarnation (1:34–37)
· How did Jesus’ conception differ from John’s? Why is this distinction significant?
· How did Mary’s response to the angelic announcement differ from Zechariah’s? Which more closely reflects your faith?
· Why is the virgin conception of Jesus essential to our redemption? Discuss how the virgin conception of Jesus accomplished the following:
· It provided salvation from outside man; man cannot save himself.
· It preserved the sinlessness of Christ.
· It made possible the incarnation of the Son of God.
IV. The Faithful Submission (1:38). Mary’s response reveals four aspects of saving faith:
· It is faith in the word of God. Do you seek to live “according to Thy Word?”
· It is faith in a Messiah who is both Savior and King. Is Jesus your Savior and your King?
· It is faith in a Messiah who is both God and man. Explain how deity and humanity uniting in Christ enabled mercy and justice to unite at the cross.
· It is faith that is willing to suffer for the sake of Christ. In what ways might God ask you to suffer for the sake of Christ?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Meditate this week on the incredible miracle of the incarnation, and how it made possible our salvation. Let this meditation lead you to worship.
· Examine your faith in Christ by the four-fold rubric presented above. Do you have the faith of Mary?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 1:1–25
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