Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title: How (Not) to Finish Well
Text: Isaiah 38–39
CONNECT: November 9, 2025

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video update on Stuart & Lisa Bell, our mission partners in Bangkok, Thailand. Pray for the Bells and their ministry, then pray for those needs in your Connect group.
· Have you known a Christian who did not finish well? Have you witnessed a Christian who did finish well? How did their final days/months/years differ?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD:
It Is Not Death to Die (Isaiah 38). Hezekiah stares death in the face and blinks.
· Hezekiah’s plea (vv. 1–3). There are two problems with Hezekiah’s plea:
· Hezekiah grieves without the hope of resurrection. He does not view death as gain. How would you respond to the news of impending death? 
· He pleads for mercy from God on the basis of his own righteousness and accuses God of injustice. How does Hezekiah’s plea differ from David’s cries for justice (Ps 7:8; 19:20; 26:1; 35:24)?
· The LORD’s provision (vv. 4–8). The LORD did not change His mind, but He did respond to Hezekiah’s plea with mercy. Divine sovereignty and human responsibility are not contradictory, but compatible. What is the comfort of divine sovereignty in the midst of suffering? What is the role of human responsibility in the midst of suffering?
· Hezekiah’s psalm (vv. 9–20). Hezekiah moves through six stages as he processes the news of his terminal illness and the healing that God gave: 
· Grief (vv. 10–11). Is it wrong to grieve death? When does grief turn into sin?
· Anger (vv. 12–13). Why is it sin to be angry with God?
· Despair (vv. 14-15). Why is despair sin?
· Desperation (v. 16). Have you ever found yourself in a place where only God could help you? What did you do, and what was the result?
· Reflection (vv. 17–19). What did Hezekiah learn from his illness? What have you learned from similar situations?
· Worship (v. 20). What if Hezekiah had not responded in worship? What might we have concluded?
It Is Not Life to Gain (Isaiah 39). Hezekiah exhibits two sins that prevent sincere saints from finishing well:
· He exhibits pride that turns God’s gifts into man’s achievements (vv. 1–4). Are you careful to give God the glory for the blessings and achievements in your life, rather than boasting in them as your own accomplishments? ​
· He exhibits pride that cares nothing for the future but is content to gain in the present (vv. 5–8). How do you prepare for the future, ensuring that your actions today leave a legacy of faithfulness for the next generation? 

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Search your heart. Are you prepared to die? What can you do this week to view death as gain?
· Meditate upon 1 Cor 4:7. Give glory to God this week for what you have received.

Meditate on these verses this week:
Isaiah 38–39
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