Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
[bookmark: _1xijs5gndwo9]
Title:  Unless You Repent, You Will All Likewise Perish 
Text:  Luke 13:1–9
CONNECT:  November 8, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update on Lisa Livgren, our mission partner in Edinburgh, Scotland. Pray for Lisa and her ministry; then pray for those needs in your own Connect group.
· When you hear about acts of injustice or natural catastrophes in the news, what assumptions do you make about the victims? Do you think, “These things just happen?” Do you think, “God must be punishing them?” Why are both explanations inadequate? What is the biblical response?

Connect to the WORD: Read Luke 13:1–9
I. A Terrible Atrocity (13:1–3)  
· Why did the people bring the report of this atrocity to Jesus?
· Why did Jesus not join them in their astonishment and outrage?
· What assumption about suffering and sin did Jesus challenge (vv. 2–3; Jn 9:1–3)?
II. A Tragic Accident (13:4–5)
· Why did Jesus add the report of the eighteen who died in the collapse of the tower of Siloam?
· From Jesus’ repeated warning in vv. 3, 5, we can make three assertions and draw out two principles. Discuss each:
· Assertion #1: The victims of the terrible atrocity (vv. 1) and the tragic accident (v. 4) “perished.”
· Assertion #2: To “perish” means to die under the judgment of God. Cf. Jn 3:16; 10:27–28; 1 Cor 1:18; 1 Cor 15:17–18.
· Assertion #3: All who die in a state of unrepentance will perish.
· Principle #1: When the unrepentant die, they perish under God’s curse; but when the repentant die, they live forever under God’s blessing.
· Principle #2: We ought not be amazed that the wicked perish; we ought to be amazed that we have not perished and still have time to repent.
· What are the essential components of authentic, evangelical repentance?
· How should we respond when terrible atrocities or tragic accidents occur? How should we respond to those who suggest that such atrocities or accidents were the judgment of God?
III. A Terrifying Analogy (13:6–9).
· Explain the parable. What is the fig tree? Who is the owner of the vineyard? Who is the vinedresser? What does the vinedresser’s care for the tree represent? 
· How does this parable reveal about God’s patience?
· What kind of fruit does God expect from us? What happens to fruitless trees?
IV. A Theology of Agony (Suffering)
· Is suffering the result of sin? Explain.
· Why is it wrong to assume that those who suffer are worse sinners than those who do not?
· Is the suffering of the saints the judgment of God? Why or why not?

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Have you repented? How do you know? What is the evidence of your repentance? What steps will you take this week to walk in evangelical repentance?
· What are some wrong ways to respond to atrocities or tragedies? What are some right ways to respond? Do you know anyone who is suffering? How could you minister to them this week?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 13:1–9; John 9:1–3
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