Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title: How Firm a Foundation
Text: Isaiah 41
CONNECT: November 23, 2025

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Matt & Sharina Wiese. Pray for the Wiese’s’ prayer requests, then pray for those needs in your Connect group.
· Pastor Tim shared in the opening of last week’s message about the incompatibility of Christianity with all other religions of the world including Judaism and Islam. Why is it true that none of these religions worship (know, honor, love) the one true God?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD:
Isaiah 41 confronts the unbelieving nations with the sovereignty and supremacy of the God of Israel and offers believing saints a firm foundation for their hope. 
I. The Nations Invited (41:1). The LORD invites the unbelieving nations to hear the case for His sovereignty and supremacy. If they respond appropriately, He will extend to them the same blessing He extends to His people. How does this demonstrate His mercy?
II. The Evidence Presented (41:2–4). The evidence of the LORD’s sovereignty and supremacy is his prediction that Cyrus the Persian will conquer the Middle East and return the exiles to rebuild Jerusalem and its temple (cf. 44:28; 45:1). What does God’s ability to predict the future reveal? How does this give you hope and confidence for your future?
III. The Invitation Rejected (41:5–7). How did the nations respond? Why do people turn to idols, remembering not all idols are made of wood, stone or metal? In what ways do you find yourself turning to idols to save and to satisfy you?
IV. The Saints Comforted (41:8–20). Where do true saints of God turn to deliver them from evil and to provide them with joy? If you trust in God alone for salvation and satisfaction, then these six truths apply to you. Give a brief explanation of each, and the comfort they provide.
· They are chosen of God (8–9)
· They are called of God (9)
· They are beloved of God (8)
· They are servants of God (8–9)
· They are kept by God (9–10)
· They are heirs of God (8)
To those who will turn from idols to the living God, He will deliver them from all evil (vv. 10–16) and provide them with fullness of joy (vv. 17–20). How have you experienced this in your life?
V. The Challenge Extended (41:21–24.) The LORD invites the nations who trust in their idols to bring them forth and put them to the test. What test, and how do they fare? What does this say about the idols in which we are tempted to trust?
VI. The LORD Victorious (41:25–29). The very thing He challenged the idols to do but they could not—prophesy the future and bring it to pass—the LORD has done. How? How does this encourage your faith?

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· How would you respond to someone who is not a Christian, but claims to love and worship God? Do you know anyone like this? Pray for God to open their eyes that they may truly know Him.
· Where do you turn to deliver you from evil and to satisfy your soul? If not the LORD, you are trusting in an idol. Cast your idol away, and turn to the one true God.

Meditate on these verses this week:
Isaiah 41
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