Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  Comfort, Comfort, My People, Says Your God
Text:  Isaiah 40
CONNECT:  November 16, 2025

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update on Jared & Zoe Mays. Pray for the Mays and the next phase of their ministry, then pray for those needs in your Connect group.
· Did you give thought this past week to preparing yourself to view death as gain? What practical steps did you take? In what ways do you remain unprepared, and what should you do about it?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD:
Isaiah 40 invites exiled sinners to take comfort in God’s promise to save His people.
A. Three Words of Comfort (40:1–2). Discuss how each of these can provide comfort to believers in Christ.
1. Your war with God is ended—In Christ we have peace with God (Rom 5:1). What does this mean for your present relationship to God?
2. Your iniquity is pardoned—Sin is pardoned in Christ alone (Heb 9:22; 10:4; Is 53:5–6).
3. You have received double for their sins—in the person of Christ (Is 53:10–11). What comfort does this provide the sinner?
B. Three Voices of Comfort (40:3–11).
I. The Voice in the Wilderness—The Son of God Will Come (vv. 3–5). Who is the voice crying in the wilderness? How do each of these pronouncements remain relevant today?
· When the Son of God arrives, people must repent. Why?
· When the Son of God arrives, He will humble the proud and exalt the humble. How?
· When the Son of God arrives, He will reveal the glory of God. How?
II. The Voice of the Prophet—The Word of God Will Stand (vv. 6–8). The second voice is Isaiah himself, who cries out concerning the fact that man is fading and dying while the word of God still stand forever. How is that a word of comfort to us who are fading? What is it that the word of God promises to us?
III. The Voice of the Redeemed—The People of God Will Be Saved (vv. 9–11). The third voice is that of the redeemed (Zion/Jerusalem), who herald the gospel, calling people to behold the God who is coming with might to receive His reward and to gather His sheep. How are you seeking to herald the gospel?
C. Three Assurances of Comfort (40:12–31). Who has promised salvation to His people? A God of infinite immensity (omnipresence). A God of infinite power (omnipotence). A God of infinite wisdom (omniscience). A God of infinite holiness. How could you use these verses to strengthen your faith, or that of another believer?

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Do you doubt that God is able to keep His promise? Have you ever thought “Either the LORD doesn’t know of my sufferings, or worse, the LORD doesn’t care!” Remember the words of comfort promised in Isaiah 40.
· Read vv. 29–31. Are you faint, weak or weary? Be comforted by beholding your God and waiting for the LORD. He will renew your strength.

Meditate on these verses this week:
Isaiah 40
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