Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
[bookmark: _1xijs5gndwo9]
Title: Behold, a King Will Reign in Righteousness
Text: Isaiah 31–32
CONNECT: October 5, 2025

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Stuart & Lisa Bell, our mission partners in Bangkok, Thailand. Pray for the Bells, for their ministry, and for those needs in your Connect group.
· Pastor Tim opened the sermon by reading a testimony from Lisa Beamer regarding the memorial service for the victims of the fatal crash of United 93. What did Lisa say in regard to the godless words that were spoken? How did they compare to the gospel words she heard at her husband’s funeral the day before? Have you had a similar experience of unhelpful words in times of crisis?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: 
[bookmark: _Hlk210117085]In Isaiah 31–32, the prophets sets before the people of Judah a solid hope: a gospel that saves, a king who reigns in righteousness, and a Spirit who transforms all creation.
1. The Content of the Gospel (31:1–5). Read in context, with the apostle Paul’s inspired help (Rom 9:30–33), in light of the redeeming work of Christ, Isaiah 30:1–5 is another restatement of the gospel. What will you trust to justify you in the judgment of God? is the only saving plea for sinners?
1. The Call of the Gospel (31:6–9). Explain how we have deeply revolted from God. What must we do to return? When will the day of grace come to an end?
1. The Coming of the King (32:1–8). Isaiah 32:1–8 looks ahead to the coming of the king and the establishment of His kingdom, now present and visible in the church. Isaiah points out three characteristics of the kingdom, imperfectly true now in the church, perfectly true then in the new creation. Describe how each of these brings hope in a hopeless world.
· The kingdom will be ruled in righteousness (vv. 1–2). What ought you to expect of the church’s elders?
· The kingdom receives the word of God (vv. 3–4). What ought you to expect of a church’s relationship to the word of God? Are you receptive to the word?
· The kingdom recognizes and rejects evil men (vv. 5–8). How is this demonstrated in the church?
1. The Centuries of Waiting (32:9–14). Isaiah 32:9–14 describe the situation in Israel during the seven centuries between Isaiah and Christ. It will be a time of judgment, during which the remnant must wait in hope. In hope of what? What are we still waiting in hope for?
1. The Cascade of the Spirit (32:15–20). 
· When will the Spirit be poured out from on high?
· On whom is the Spirit poured out from on high?
· What happens when the Spirit is poured out from on high?
Are you experiencing the ministry of the Holy Spirit in your life? How?

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· If the hope presented by Isaiah was sufficient to sustain a tiny yet faithful remnant through the dark days of the Assyrian invasion, how much more is this hope sufficient to sustain you in your present crisis? Place this truth as a solid rock under your feet.
· Think of someone in crisis whom you can encourage this week with gospel truth, then commit to do it.

Meditate on these verses this week:
Isaiah 31–32
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