Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
[bookmark: _1xijs5gndwo9]
Title:  Woe to You, Legalists
Text:  Luke 11:37–54
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Connect to One Another: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video recap for the Save Our City event in Orlando, put on by Freeway Ministries and our friends Josh Zuniga and Kevin Roy. Pray for Josh, Kevin, and Freeway Orlando (and Freeway Springfield). Then pray for those needs that exist in your own Connect group.
· Have you encountered legalism in your own experience? Do you struggle with legalism in your own heart? Why is legalism difficult to define, and difficult to destroy?
 Connect to the WORD: Read Luke 11:37–54
I. What Legalism Is Not
· Did Jesus overlook the sins of the Gentiles, the tax-collectors, the prostitutes, or the irreligious? Why did He express such antipathy toward the scribes and the Pharisees?
· A concern for holiness or a tender conscience is not legalism. What are some examples of convictions that are sometimes mislabeled as “legalism?”
· When does a concern for holiness or a tender conscience cross the line into legalism?
II. What Legalism Is
· Legalism is the attempt to establish one’s own righteousness before God and man through external works of the law accomplished in the power of the flesh. It is born of pride, motivated by praise, and destined for punishment.
1. Legalism emphasizes the external to the neglect of the internal (vv. 39–41). Why does legalism focus upon actions yet overlook affections?
· Legalism specifies applications of biblical principles, then elevates those applications to the authority of Scripture. What are some examples? What is the problem with this? What is the solution?
· How can external actions conceal evil affections?
· What does God’s creation of man as body and soul tell us about holiness?
· Biblical sanctification addresses the affections first, then the actions. How are the affections addressed?
2. Legalism focuses upon the periphery to the neglect of the center (v. 42). What are some examples of peripheral issues? What is the center of the law?
3. Legalism seeks the praise of men rather than the praise of God (v. 43). How can we avoid seeking holiness for the sake of human applause (Mt 6:1–4, 5–6, 16–18).
4. Legalism secretly defiles those under its influence (v. 44). What makes legalism sound good to those concerned for holiness? How does it corrupt the gospel and defile the soul?
5. Legalism judges others more strictly than itself (vv. 45–46). How does it accomplish this?
6. Legalism destroys the prophets and apostles (vv. 47–51)? What are some biblical examples of this? Why did the scribes and Pharisees build monuments to those their ancestors murdered? What are some modern equivalents?
7. Legalism excludes its adherents from the kingdom of God (v. 52). How does legalism obscure the “key of knowledge,” and how does justification by faith open the way to God?
III. Where Legalism Leads
· How does legalism move people away from the law’s true fulfillment—love for God and neighbor? Why does persistent self-righteousness produce hostility toward Jesus and His truth (vv. 53–54)?
CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Where are you most tempted to measure spiritual maturity by outward behavior rather than by the condition of the heart, and what would repentance look like?
· What personal conviction or application of a biblical principle are you tempted to treat as binding on every believer, and how can you respond with greater humility and grace?
Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 11:37–54; Matthew 6:1–4, 5–6, 16–18
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