Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  Behold, Your God Will Come
Text:  Isaiah 34–35
CONNECT:  October 26, 2025

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Matt & Sherina Wiese, our mission partners in SE Asia. Pray for the Wieses and their ministry, as well as for those needs in your Connect group.
· Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come (Mt 3:7)? When did you become aware of the danger you face? Where is the only safe refuge from the wrath of God?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: 
I. God Will Come to Judge the Nations. Isaiah 34 is a warning of the coming judgment. How is a warning of coming judgment an act of mercy? Pastor Tim shared five truths regarding this coming judgment, discuss each:
· The objects of God’s wrath are rebellious men and angels (vv. 2–4). Why are rebellious men and angels the objects of God’s wrath? Is the wrath of God justified?
· The instrument of God’s wrath is His sword—a symbol for His word of judgment (vv. 5–7). How will God destroy His enemies on the last day?
· The devastation of God’s wrath is total, leaving sinners to an existence devoid of all that is good, true, and beautiful (vv. 8–15). Is eternal torment a fitting judgment for rejecting God’s holiness and purity? Explain.
· The certainty of God’s wrath rests upon the faithfulness of God to His word and the power of the Spirit to bring that word to pass (vv. 16–17). Why is it foolishness to hope the day of judgment will not come?
· The cause of God’s wrath is the rejection and rebellion of His creatures (v. 8). Why does rebellion incite God’s wrath?
II. God Will Come to Save His Elect. Isaiah 35 is a promise of the coming salvation, a promise that finds its fulfillment in the two advents of Christ.
· The redemption of the elect (vv. 3–4). The only way for God to come with vengeance and with salvation for sinners is if He puts forth a substitute to bear His wrath, upon whom He will exact His vengeance, in order that He may turn and show mercy to us. What must we do to flee the wrath of God to the Son of God?
· The renewal of creation (vv. 1–2, 5–7). The redeemed will inherit a renewed creation and a resurrected body. In what ways have you already been renewed? What renewal awaits the return of Christ?
· The return of the ransomed (vv. 8–10). Isaiah pictures a pilgrimage to Zion. Explain the following aspects of our pilgrimage: (1) the pilgrimage commences with justification; (2) the pilgrimage continues in sanctification; (3) the pilgrimage consists in preservation; (4) the pilgrimage culminates in glorification.

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Are you on the Way of Holiness? How do you know?
· Who do you know that needs to be warned to flee from the wrath to come? Who will tell them? Pray for and seek an opportunity to speak the gospel this week.

Meditate on these verses this week:
Isaiah 34–35
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