Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  Living Faithfully as Strangers and Exiles—Part Three
Text:  Luke 12:1–59
CONNECT:  October 25, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video from Operation Christmas Child. Pray for this ministry and pick up a shoebox or two. Then pray for those needs that exist in your own Connect group.
· In what ways are Christians “strangers and exiles” like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Heb 11:13–16). What lessons can the church learn from the way these patriarchs lived by faith?

Connect to the WORD: Read Luke 12:35–59
· Briefly review the first five ways to live faithfully as strangers and exiles in this present age: We must live honestly (vv. 1–3), fearlessly (vv. 4–7), openly (vv. 8–12), simply (vv. 13–21), and confidently (vv. 22–34).
VI. We Must Live Expectantly (vv. 35–40)
· The requirement of readiness (35–36):
· We must remain hopeful—What might cause someone to dread Christ’s return? Do you eagerly anticipate and long for the return of Christ? If not, why not?
· We must remain holy—How must we live in order to not be ashamed at His coming?
· We must remain hard-working—What task has Jesus assigned to the church until He comes? Are you diligent about this task?
· The reward of readiness (37–38). Jesus will be so overjoyed with those servants who were prepared for His return that He will give them rest while He serves them. What might this look like, and how can you use this to motivate your diligent labor?
· The reason for readiness (39–40). Why are we not told exactly when Christ’s return will be? How ought we to prepare for Christ’s sudden and unexpected return?
VII. We Must Live Obediently (vv. 41–48)
· Stewards (pastors) must be obedient to Christ’s command to lead and feed His servants. Identify the grave responsibility, the great reward, and the grim retribution.
· Servants (people) must be obedient to the pastor’s biblical leadership and teaching. Are you eating the food that Christ has apportioned you and the stewards serve you? 
VIII. We Must Live Decisively (vv. 49–53)
· Christ underwent a baptism of suffering (50), and He will baptize the earth in judgment (49). Consequently, you will either be baptized with the Holy Spirit or with fire (Lk 3:16–17).
· You are either with Christ, or you are against Christ, and those who are against Christ will be against you (51–53). What has following Christ cost you? What might it cost you in the future?
IX. We Must Live Wisely (vv. 54–59)
· How did Israel fail to recognize the times? How do people today fail to recognize the times?
· Be wise and be warned. Recognize the times, repent of your sin, and be reconciled to God.

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Do you live in hopeful anticipation of Christ’s return? If not, what hinders this hope, and what will you do about it this week?
· Are you reconciled to God and ready for Christ’s return? If not, repent of your sin, and receive and rest upon Christ alone.

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 12:35–59
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