Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Connect to One Another: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Stuart & Lisa Bell. Pray for Bells and their ministry. Then pray for those needs that exist in your own Connect group.
· In what sense are Christians “strangers and exiles” (1 Pt 2:11)? What is our primary identity and primary citizenship?
· Briefly review the first three directives for living faithfully as strangers and exiles in this present age. We must live: (1) honestly; (2) fearlessly; (3) openly.

Connect to the WORD: Read Luke 12:13–34
IV. We Must Live Simply (12:13–21). Pastor Tim shared four principles for why we must live simply and reject luxury. Discuss each.
1. The love of money perverts our priorities (13–15). What does this man’s request reveal about the priority of his heart? What does Jesus mean when He says that life does not consist in the abundance of possessions? How can you tell when greed/covetousness has taken hold in your heart?
2. Luxury seals our selfishness (16–18). In what ways can increased wealth deepen selfishness rather than produce gratitude and generosity? We combat selfishness by continually reminding ourselves:
· We do not actually own anything (Ps 24:1; 1 Chr 29:11–14).
· God blesses us so that we may bless others (Gn 12:2; 2 Cor 9:8–11).
· When God blesses the selfish, it is often a curse. Why?
3. Luxury fuels self-indulgence (19). What is wrong with the rich man’s desire to “relax, eat, drink, be merry?”
4. Simplicity enables generosity (20–21). How does living simply create room for generosity, service, hospitality, and investment in God’s kingdom? What does it mean to be “rich toward God?”
V. We Must Live Confidently (12:22–34). While luxury is an enemy of generosity, so is anxiety. Why? Jesus gave four reasons not to be anxious over the necessities of life (v. 22), but rather to seek the kingdom of God (v. 31):
· Even if we lack that which sustains physical life, we still possess eternal life (v. 23). How is this both a comfort and a motivator?
· God cares for His creation—will not God care for His children (vv. 24, 27–28)? Has a Christian ever starved to death? How ought we to understand this promise?
· The span of our life is ultimately beyond our control (vv. 25–26). What is the difference between confidence and passivity?
· Anxiety over material things makes us look like godless, faithless Gentiles, and does not glorify our capable and compassionate Father (vv. 29–30). How does anxiety ruin our testimony?

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Do you need to repent of living luxuriously and self-indulgently rather than simply and generously? What steps will you take this week to divest from the world and invest in the kingdom of God?
· Are you anxious over your circumstances? What steps will you take this week to build your confidence in God’s providential provision?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 12:13–34; 1 Timothy 6:9–10, 17–19
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