Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Mike & Casie Sadich, our mission partners in SE Asia. Pray for the Sadiches, as well as for those needs in your Connect group.
· Israel had been brought to the end of its resources, and finally cried out to the LORD. Share a time in your own life when you experienced a struggle that caused you to ultimately cry out to God, even if as a last resort.

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: 
Isaiah 33 illustrates God's willingness to accept His people despite their failures and last-minute pleas for help.
· Discuss these two steps that are necessary to finding genuine repentance:
· Trust God. When we cling to our own schemes, our hearts harden, and the only path to life—the mercy of God—remains out of reach. What schemes do people attempt in order to save themselves? What did you try before your conversion? How does Kurt’s illustration of quicksand relate to this truth?
· Look honestly at our brokenness. In God’s economy, failure and brokenness are not obstacles—they are essential. It is precisely in our weakness, in our inability, that God’s power shines most brightly. Explain.
· Read Is 33:1–4. The people of Judah treated God as a last resort, yet He welcomed their cries for mercy. God's grace is portrayed as overflowing and boundless, ready to meet His people even in their mess. Think back upon your conversion. Were you seeking God? How did God seek and find you?
· Read Is 33:5–6. How does this relate to our present Christian experience? Describe how the LORD is working each of these qualities into your life.
· Read Is 33:7–9. How does this relate to a sinner whom the Lord is bringing to an end of himself? Does your testimony reflect this sense of despair?
· Read Is 33:10–12. What does God destroy in the process of saving sinners?
· Read Is 33:13–16. Who are the “sinners in Zion,” and what makes them afraid? Do you fit the profile of vv. 15–16? How do these verses drive us to Christ?
· Read Is 33:17–24. What do these verses describe? Try to find six promises made to the redeemed in this passage.

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Are you broken, weak, faltering? What encouragement will you take away from Isaiah 33 and apply to your soul this week?
· Do you know someone who feels broken or hopeless? How can you encourage them this week with truth from Isaiah 33?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Isaiah 33
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