Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Connect to One Another: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201824593]For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the video about Matt & Sherina Wiese. Pray for the Wieses and their ministry, then pray for those needs that exist in your own Connect group.
· What does it mean to be “strangers and exiles” in this present world (1 Pt 2:11)? Will we ever not be “strangers and exiles?” What kind of treatment can we expect from the world, and why? See Jn 15:18–20; Mt 10:16–18, 21–22, 24–25; Mt 24:9–11.

Connect to the WORD: Read Luke 12:1–12
Pastor Tim shared the first three of nine practices that will allow you to live faithfully as a stranger and exile in this world. Discuss each and how to apply them to your own life now.
I. We Must Live Honestly (vv. 1–3)
· Why is leaven a fitting symbol of hypocrisy? Cf. Mt 13:33; 1 Cor 5:6–8.
· The hypocrisy of the Pharisees took two forms—public and private. Why did Jesus condemn their public religion? See Mt 6:1–4, 5–6, 16–18. What was wrong with their private lives? See Mt 15:17–20. According to Jesus, what will eventually happen to what is concealed, secret, or whispered? See Eccl 12:14; Heb 4:13. When and how does this happen?
· To live with integrity before God and man, we must cultivate private devotion and confess private sin. Why must we cultivate private devotion, and how can we do this? Why must we confess private sin, and how should we do this? See Jas 5:16; Prv 28:13.
II. We Must Live Fearlessly (vv. 4–7)
· Why does Jesus tell His friends not to fear those who can kill the body but can do no more (Ps 56:3–4)? Whom does Jesus say we should fear (Heb 10:30–31)?
· In order to live fearlessly before the world, we must cultivate our fear of and faith in God. How can we cultivate the fear of God? On what truths ought we to meditate (vv. 4–5)?
· How can we cultivate our faith in God? How does Jesus seek to encourage His disciples’ faith in vv. 6–7?
· Where in your life are you living in the fear of man? How can you apply these verses to overcome that fear? What do vv. 4–5 say to you? What do vv. 6–7 say to you?
III. We Must Live Openly (vv. 8–12)
· What are the initial means of confessing Christ? What are some ongoing means of confessing Christ?
· What promise does Jesus give to those who acknowledge Him before others, and what warning does He give to those who deny Him? Have you acknowledged Jesus publicly through baptism and church membership? Are you acknowledging Jesus publicly through your words and actions?
· Why does Jesus distinguish speaking against the Son of Man from blaspheming the Holy Spirit (v. 10)? What is the difference?
· What help does the Holy Spirit promise believers when they must answer for their faith (vv. 11–12)? How should this encourage you in the face of trials?

CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Where is there currently a gap between your public faith and your private life, and what specific steps of repentance will you take this week?
· What person, pressure, or possible consequence are you tempted to fear more than God, and how will you combat that fear this week with truth from today’s text?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 12:1–12; Matthew 6:1–4, 5–6, 16–18; Ecclesiastes 12:14; Proverbs 28:13
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