Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title: Light for Those Who Sit in Darkness
Text: Luke 1:57–80
CONNECT: January 4, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, pray for the upcoming Cuba Mission Trip 1 (January 16–24), and for the church we will be working with in Siboney, led by Pastor Javier. We saw much enduring fruit from this church last year; pray for a similar blessing this year.
· Joy is the experience of all who encounter God’s saving mercy through Christ, for joy is of the essence of saving faith. How have you experienced the joy of your salvation this Christmas? What can you do to revive this joy each day?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD:
I. The Birth of John (1:57–66)
· What was the Messianic expectation around the time of John’s birth?
· What does Zechariah’s eventual obedience in naming his son John teach us about faith and submission to God’s will?
· How was Zechariah’s discipline an act of God’s mercy and love? What did it produce in him? How have you experienced God’s mercy and love through discipline?
II. The Benedictus of Zechariah (1:67–80)
A. The Horn of Salvation (1:68–75). Pastor Tim shared four aspects of redemption from this song. Explain each. Our redemption is:
· Through Christ (68–70)—the Mighty Savior and Messianic King.
· From our enemies (71)—both spiritual (now) and physical (not yet).
· In fulfillment of God’s covenant (72–73)—people, place, pardon, presence.
· To the end that we might live in everlasting righteousness (74–75)—free from the fear of condemnation (now) and the fear of persecution (then).
B. The Herald of Salvation (1:76–79)
· Why do you think John’s ministry was so popular among the people? What does this reveal about their spiritual state? (Mt 3:5–6; Lk 3:15)
· Why did John experience doubts about Jesus’ identity as the Messiah while in prison? How does Jesus’ response address those doubts (Lk 7:18–23)? What might this teach us?
· What does Zechariah’s reference to “the tender mercy of our God” teach us about God’s character (Lk 1:78; Zeph 3:17)? Do you think of God as having tender mercy toward you?
· What does Jesus mean when He says, “Among those born of women none is greater than John, yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he” (Lk 7:28)?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· How does John’s message of repentance and preparation for the Messiah apply to believers today as we await Christ’s second coming (Mt 3:2; Rv 21:2)?
· What lessons can we learn from Zechariah’s discipline and eventual faith in God’s promises  (Lk 1:20; Heb 12:6, 11)? Are you presently experiencing the Lord’s discipline? What are you learning?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 1:57–66
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