Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
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Title:  Wisdom, Stature, and Favor with God and Man
Text:  Luke 2:39–52
CONNECT:  January 25, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Mike & Casie Sadich, our mission partners in SE Asia. Pray for the Sadiches and their ministry, then pray for those needs in your Connect group.
· What roles do historic creeds and confessions play in the understanding and preserving of doctrines in modern churches today? Why is it important to understand the foundational doctrines of Christianity, such as the Trinity and the two natures of Christ? 
[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: Read Luke 2:39–52
· What does the visit of the twelve-year-old Jesus to the temple reveal about His true humanity and true deity? How are both natures essential to our redemption?
· Luke chose not to record several events recorded by Matthew. What are they? Why do you think Matthew and Luke chose to emphasize different events in Jesus’ early life? Does knowing the audience and purpose help answer this? Explain.
· How does Matthew show Jesus as the true Israel, and Luke show Jesus as the Redeemer of all?
The Son of Mary—Discuss how Luke’s account of Jesus’ visit to the temple at twelve years old serves to safeguard Jesus’ full humanity.
· Joseph and Mary are utterly amazed to find Jesus speaking with the rabbis in the temple (v. 48). How does this debunk the myths that were later proposed of Jesus’ childhood?
· Jesus’ submission to His parents is a human obligation, not a divine one (v. 51). How does Jesus’ submission to His parents shape our understanding of obedience?
· Jesus increased in wisdom (vv. 40, 52)—He grew intellectually. Why does this not speak of His divinity, but only His humanity?
· Jesus increased in stature (vv. 40, 52)—He grew physically. How should this comfort us in how He can relate to us as well as in our salvation?
· Jesus increased in favor with God and man (v. 52)—He grew spiritually and socially. Why does this not speak of His divinity, but only His humanity?
The Son of God—Discuss how this event also provides us with an early glimpse of Jesus’ deity.
· His supernatural understanding of the Scriptures (vv. 46–47). What impact does Jesus’ supernatural insights have on your trust and faith in who He really is?
· His claim that God is His Father (v. 49). Why was this such a radical statement (cf. Jn 5:16–18)?
The Lord Jesus Christ—Read and discuss this statement: “Jesus is the truly human Son of Mary and the truly divine Son of God; these two natures joined in hypostatic union in the one Lord Jesus Christ. Only a truly human Jesus could be our substitute and sympathize with our weakness; only a truly divine Jesus could satisfy the wrath of God and triumph over death. And only true faith receives the redemption He accomplished.”
· Why must we believe in both the humanity and the deity of Jesus for our salvation?
· Could you explain the two natures of Christ to an unbeliever or a new believer?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· How should understanding Jesus as truly God and truly man deepen your faith and worship each day? Why is it important to evaluate, meditate upon, and proclaim creeds and confessions? 

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 2:39–52
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