Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
[bookmark: _1xijs5gndwo9]
Title:  For My Eyes Have Seen Your Salvation
Text:  Luke 2:21–40
CONNECT:  January 18, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Matt & Sherina Wiese, our mission partners in SE Asia. Pray for the Wieses and their ministry, then pray for those needs in your Connect group.
· How did you maintain the joy of the Lord this week? What sought to steal your joy? Where did you go to regain it?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD: Read Luke 2:21–40
The Righteousness of Christ
· Why was it necessary for Jesus to “fulfill all righteousness” in order to secure our redemption (Mt 3:15; Rom 5:18–19)? Explain what is meant by Christ’s active and passive righteousness, and what each accomplished.
· What was the significance of Jesus’ circumcision on the eighth day? What was the significance of his naming? Cf. Lk 2:21; Gn 17:9–14; Lv 12:3; Mt 1:20–21; Lk 1:31–33.
· How does Jesus’ presentation before the LORD further establish His righteousness? What Old Testament laws did it fulfill? Cf. Lk 2:22–24; Ex 13:1–2, 13; Lv 12:1–8; Nm 18:15–16.
· How does knowing that Jesus fulfilled the law on your behalf, and that His righteousness is imputed to you, impact your relationship with God? 
The Redemption of Christ
· From Simeon (Lk 2:25–35) and Anna (Lk 2:36–38) we find seven aspects of Christ’s redemption revealed:
· Jesus is the consolation of Israel (v. 25). How is Jesus the comfort of your soul? Cf. Is 40:1–2.
· Jesus is the salvation of God (v. 30), for He is the Lord’s Christ (v. 26). What does it mean to receive Jesus as the Lord’s Christ?
· Jesus is the revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of the Jews (vv. 30–32). How does this impact our evangelism?
· Jesus is the sword of the Lord (vv. 33–35). What does this mean (cf. Mt 10:34–35), and how have you experienced His sword?
· Jesus is the atonement for sin (v. 35). Cf. Is 53:5.
· Jesus is the redemption of Jerusalem (vv. 36–38). What is the new covenant application of this hope?
The Reception of Christ
· Simeon and Anna recognized Jesus as the Messiah through the work of the Holy Spirit. What role does the Holy Spirit play in the reception of Christ’s redemption, according to the passage (Lk 2:25–27)?
· What can we learn from Simeon and Anna about how to receive Christ?

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Are you waiting eagerly from the coming of Christ? Have you received Him gladly?
· What will you do this week to stand on the solid rock of Christ’s blood and righteousness?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 2:21–40
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