Testing the Spirits – 1 John 4:1-6
[bookmark: _1xijs5gndwo9]
Title:	Good News of Great Joy
Text:	Luke 2:1–20
CONNECT:   January 11, 2026

Connect to One Another: 
· For this week’s Mission Moment, watch the update from Jared & Zoë Mays. Pray for the Mays and their new ministry, then pray for those needs in your Connect group.
· The birth of Christ is “good news of great joy” (2:10–11). Why? What, specifically, produces this joy? (Pastor Tim repeatedly mentioned three joy-filled truths.) Do you know this joy? What hinders it? How can it be renewed (Ps 51:12)?

[bookmark: _Hlk201824593]Connect to the WORD:
I. The Good News Is Historical (Luke 2:1–7)
· Why is it important that the gospel is rooted in historical events? How does Luke provide evidence for the historicity of Jesus’ birth?
· Who were the historical figures mentioned in Luke 2:1–2, and what does their mention tell us about the timeline of Jesus’ birth?
· Why does it matter for our faith that the gospel is history and not myth? (2 Pt 1:16; 1 Jn 1:1–3)
II. The Good News Is Universal (Luke 2:8–12)
· Who were the first people to hear the announcement of Jesus’ birth, and what is significant about their social status?
· How does the announcement to the shepherds show that the gospel is for all people, not just the privileged? (Lk 2:10; 5:32)
· How does God’s grace challenge our ideas of who is “deserving?” (Rom 3:22–24; Eph 2:8–9)
III. The Good News Is Christological (Luke 2:11)
· What three titles are given to Jesus in Luke 2:11, and what do each of them mean?
· How does Jesus fulfill the roles of Prophet, Priest, and King? (Dt 18:15; Heb 4:14–16; Rv 19:16)
· What does it mean that Jesus is Savior? From what does He save us? (Mt 1:21; Rom 6:23)
IV. The Good News Is Doxological (Luke 2:13–20)
· How do the angels and shepherds respond to the birth of Jesus?
· What is the connection between receiving the gospel and worship? (Ps 95:1–3; Lk 2:20)
· What is the connection between joy and evangelism? What application can we make?
V. The Good News Is Personal (Luke 2:19)
· How does Mary respond to the good news of Jesus’ birth, and what does this teach us about saving faith?
· Why is it important to personally receive and treasure the gospel message? (Jn 1:12; Rom 10:9–10). What might it look like for you to ponder and treasure the good news in your own heart? (Ps 119:11; Col 3:16)

[bookmark: _Hlk216096013]CONNECT to Walk It Out:
· Pastor Tim began his message with an illustration of Scrooge from A Christmas Carol and his exuberant joy (even apart from Jesus). How much more should our joy (rooted in the reality of redemption) erupt in our hearts for all eternity? How will you pursue this joy this week?

Meditate on these verses this week:
Luke 2:1–20
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