
 

UPDATED COVID PROTOCOLS FOR FIRST UNITED ISSUED MAY 19, 2021 

 

After we have received new guidance from the CDC, the Governor, and Bishop Leeland, First 

United is adjusting our COVID protocols as follows, in effect immediately: 

*Our first responsibility as brothers and sisters in Christ is to seek to do no harm and to love 

one another as Jesus has loved us.  This should always guide all our individual and communal 

decisions and actions. 

*All persons who are fully vaccinated may now choose to not wear masks indoors or outdoors 

in any church functions.  Some may still choose to wear masks out of concern for others nearby 

who are not yet vaccinated or whose health is compromised and have concerns about being 

exposed to the virus or other communicable diseases. 

*All persons age 5 and up who are not fully vaccinated are asked to wear masks while on 

church property, to protect themselves and others who are at risk. 

*”Caution Zones” will be established in worship, to provide a safe area for those who are not 

fully vaccinated and who want to be able to continue distancing and staying masked.  In the 

Sanctuary, this will be the balcony.  In the BCLC, it will be on the right side of the room. 

*We will continue to encourage holy distancing and frequent hand washing, and will continue 

to disinfect indoor spaces after use, in order to provide the safest environment possible for all 

who enter our facilities. 

*In meetings, classes, and other small groups, we encourage the leader to ask at the beginning 

of the gathering if all who are there are comfortable not wearing masks.  If any ask for masks or 

distancing to be observed, the person or persons may mask and sit at a safe distance or the 

whole group may honor their request, out of love for one another. 

*Food and drink will be able to be served on a limited basis:  with food serving utensils being 

handled by only one masked and gloved person (no self-serve or buffet food); and with those 

who are not fully vaccinated removing their masks only while seated and eating or drinking, 

observing safe distancing from others. 

*We encourage all who are not yet vaccinated to get their shots as soon as possible to protect 

themselves and others and help end this pandemic, unless otherwise advised by their physician. 

*We expect that the safety protocols put in place to protect the health of all people will 

continue to be modified and lessened in gradual steps until they are no longer needed by 

anyone.  We thank you for your continued understanding, patience, and willingness to be a part 

of the solution in ending this worldwide once-in-a-century pandemic. 


