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“THE BEST AND MOST BEAUTIFUL THINGS IN THE WORLD

CANNOT BE SEEN OR EVEN TOUCHED –  THEY MUST BE FELT

WITH THE HEART . ”

Mark Ralls        
Senior Pastor 

Shirley Jones 
Stewardship Chair

H e l e n K e l l e r

Dear Friends in Christ,

Shirley Jones and I have been inspired by these powerful words of Helen Keller.  We believe that 
what is best and most beautiful about our wonderful congregation is the part we share.  Friend-
to-friend.  Heart-to-heart.   

This Sunday, September 29th, we will begin something more than a financial campaign.  
October will be a month-long celebration of the friendships we share.  

Each Sunday, you will hear from groups of friends.   Every Wednesday, the story of an FUMC 
Friendship will land in your Inbox.  Two Sundays – October 6 and 13 – a photo booth will be set 
up near the Welcome Desk so you can strike a pose with one of your FUMC friends.  On October 
20th – Stewardship Sunday – we will gather in the Gettman Room for cake because nothing goes 
better than friends and cake!  On that day (or anytime before), we invite you to submit the 
enclosed pledge card.  Before you do though please take a moment to prayerfully consider how 
our church has planted, tended and watered some of the most cherished friendships in your life.

You may drop the pledge card in the mail, place it in the offering plate, or complete it online at 
the church website (fumchvlnc.org).  Your generous support will ensure that the ministries of 
FUMC will continue to empower, uplift, and befriend.  

This is that best and most beautiful part that cannot be captured in a budget or printed on a 
bulletin.  It is the part we feel in our hearts.

Thank you for your faithfulness and your friendship.




