
 
 

  

First United Methodist Church Partners with Habitat for Humanity  
 
Hendersonville, NC (July 18, 2019) – First United Methodist Church recently 
presented Henderson County Habitat for Humanity a check for $5,000 to help build an 
affordable home for a local hard-working family in need of a decent place to live.  
 
This is the second year in a row that First United Methodist Church has partnered in the 
Thrivent Faith Builds Program at Habitat. This program brings local churches together to 
help provide funds and volunteers to build a home with a local family currently living in 
inadequate housing. 
 
“At First United Methodist Church, we believe God’s love and concern extends to all 
people and that we can do far more together than we can do on our own,” said Rev. 
Mark Ralls, Senior Pastor of FUMC. “Our partnership with Habitat for Humanity allows 
us to make a tangible impact in our community while building homes, community and 
hope. 
 
Habitat for Humanity homes are not free gifts for the families who help to build them 
alongside volunteers. When Habitat homes are complete, each family will purchase 
their home through an interest-free mortgage with payments no more than 30% of their 
income. In addition to helping build their homes, Habitat homeowners complete 
educational coursework such as financial literacy and home maintenance education to 
ensure successful homeownership.  
 
“We’re thrilled to be a part of this partnership, and we’re happy to build side by side with 
our friends from FUMC,” said Ron Laughter, President & CEO of Henderson County 
Habitat for Humanity. “When Habitat families, community volunteers and local 
organizations come together, our entire area becomes healthier and stronger.” 
 
Founded in 1989, Henderson County Habitat for Humanity has built over 200 safe, 
decent, affordable homes alongside volunteers and future homeowners. To learn more, 
donate or volunteer, visit habitat-hvl.org. 
 
Pictured from left to right: Angie Hunter, Director of Development at Habitat for Humanity, Rev. Mark 
Ralls, Senior Pastor of FUMC, and George Abernathy, FUMC Church Member and Habitat Volunteer.  
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