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24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—
and all the more as you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 10:24-25 

On Sunday afternoon, August 4th, the kids and parents of our family ministry connected via a 
pool party at the home of Dr. Evan and Kat Beasely. 


The day kicked off with worship and communion at FUMC, but the gathering together for 
families didn’t end after the last service, but rather it was just beginning. The sun was high in 
the sky shining down bright and warm over the home of Dr. Evan and Kat Beasely. Their back 
yard was festive with decor and tables laden with delicious homemade desserts and sides 
while the smell of Moe’s BBQ filled the air. The pool shimmered in the warm sunlight and the 
sounds of laughter and joy could be heard all around the block. Their was a sense of freedom 
in friendship as parents chatted about their summer vacations and discussed plans for the new 
school year while the children simply left all cares aside as they challenged one another to see 
who could make the biggest splash off of the diving board. 


There is a change in the air, and it’s not just the changing of the seasons that are upon us as 
August moves to Sept and school kick back into high gear. This change is one of anticipation, 
growth, and stretching ordained by God as we took the moment of gathering to celebrate a job 
well done for Family Ministry Director Colleen Schnitzer. Colleen has been a faithful minister in 
the family ministry for the past 7 years and as God is moving her to a new mission, He is also 
setting up FUMC for a change in Family Ministry leadership. Words of wisdom, courage and 
grace could be heard from parents and leaders as they dined on a “Thank You For Leading Us” 
cake in Colleen’s honor. “Change is hard, but God uses it to create growth in us individually 
and as a ministry” one leader said. “God is moving in our church and it’s up to us to follow His 
lead and not fight it” another leader spoke with wisdom. “It’s truly an exciting time to be part of 
the family ministry of FUMC because, just look around at all of these families who are doing life 
together not just at church but in all arenas of life. It’s such a blessing to have friendships that 
run deep into our spiritual lives” harkened another leader. The blessing of past growth and the 
expectation of future growth was at the forefront of everyone’s mindset.


As the time to head home came near no one walked away without helping make sure clean up 
took place and leftovers were shared with one another. Swimming, diving, soaking in the hot 
tub and dining on delicious food brought us all together Sunday afternoon, but the 
relationships between both parents and children alike are what kept us together. It’s those 
same relationships that will keep us connected and growing as a single family unit and as a 
united family ministry for many years to come.  


17As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another. Proverbs 27:17 


