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Having lived in the same neighborhoods for years, with homes across the street from each other, little
did Sandy and Carol know just how much a New Year’s Eve progressive dinner would impact their lives.
 
Wanting to contribute to a community that gathered together, these two church members and
neighbors organized their neighborhood New Year’s Eve event for four years, getting to know each
other and those they shared a bond with in their corner of the world. Over time, both women lost their
husbands, lives changed, and much like their annual New Year’s Eve dinner, their worlds progressed as
well.
 
“We were both members of the church, but we became friends first through our neighborhood,” shared
Sandy. “We were there for each other through our losses – and it was the church that elevated our
friendship to family.”
 
Both women share many of the same values and interests. They participate at church, helping with
communion and Wednesday Night Dinner. Both attend Sunday School classes, though Sandy says,
quite unconvincingly, that unlike her younger friend, she is in the “old lady class.” They both love
tennis, golf, dogs, travel, and still enjoy dinners out with friends. Both have two grown sons.
 
“The church deepened our friendship,” added Carol. “It brought it to a new level.”
 
With hearts for helping and giving back, Carol and Sandy both helped with the Boys and Girls Club’s
Gift of Giving Party for three years. Both share the values of the church and the direction the church is
going under the direction of Pastor Mark Ralls.
 
“Our core should be love,” said Carol.
 
The love between these two special women is palpable. Sandy shares that her favorite things about
Carol are her great sense of humor and her unfailing kindness. Carol shared that Sandy is a gentle,
generous spirit and “embodies the fruits of the spirit.”
 
“I think when you have trauma in your life, and you go through it with someone like Carol, and I have, it
makes for a special relationship,” added Sandy.
 
Much like their progressive dinners from days of old, Sandy and Carol’s story continues to progress,
but now instead of main courses and desserts in friends’ homes, their lives are filled with their shared
loves; family, church, service, community.
 
But most of all, with a bond that only a true and blessed friendship can bring.
 

 


