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LIVESTREAMING SUNDAY SERVICES 
IS CHANGING LIVES
by Allison Ratkovich

First United Methodist Church of Hendersonville began exploring the idea of 

live streaming Sunday services during a worship enhancement brainstorming 

session in early 2018. “We asked ourselves how we could improve our worship 

services and being able to bring Sundays to those in our congregation that are 

unable to attend in person was a top priority,” explains Greg Deeter, FUMC’s 

Church Administrator.

 

Since launching the live video broadcast, the response has reinforced the 

leadership team’s commitment to it. Almost immediately the number of 

viewers started to climb and the feedback has been not only remarkable, but 

inspiring as well.

 

Paul Alexander and his wife Leone have been impressed with how the program 

is going, so much so Paul has joked about how wonderful it is to read the 

Sunday comics, stay in his pajamas and go to church all at the same time he 

shares with a chuckle “It’s almost like being there,” he says, adding how useful a 

tool it is for Leona who is homebound due to a stroke last summer and is 

unable to attend church.

 

 



For a couple who always went to church every 

Sunday, live streaming services have provided 

them a way to still participate in a life tradition 

that is a core need in their lives. They don’t 

need a fancy audio/video set up; Paul’s tablet 

suffices. They enjoy the 11:00 traditional service 

from her bed and allows them to spend their 

Sunday’s together in worship, just like Sunday’s 

have always been for them.

 

Roy Anderson and his wife Marion who are in 

their late 80’s and homebound, had been 

listening to Sunday services on the radio 

before tuning into the video live-streamed 

productions. “We get to see now what we were 

only listening to before,” he shares. “On the 

radio we could hear the giggles and reactions 

of the people, and now we can see what they 

are responding too. We especially like 

watching the baptisms, the choir, the people. 

On communion days we give each other 

communion – I am just delighted!”

 

Roy and Marion always attended the 11:00 

Traditional service and sat in the front row, to 

better hear the service and see their favorite 

parts of church such as the baptisms and the 

choir. Roy says one of his new favorite things 

on the live stream is when the camera shows 

the congregation – all of the people who sat 

behind them – giving them a new viewpoint of 

the church.

“I now watch both the 11:00 service and the 

Ignite service at 9:15 – we use the Weekly 

Bulletin on the website too”. Roy used to run 

the sound system for the Ignite service and 

shares that he thinks Kelli and the team are 

doing a tremendous job. “I am simply 

delighted to be able to watch both services 

now.”

 

Likewise, John Wheeler, who is living life with 

MS says the live streaming is very important to 

him. “I am trying to get back to church, but 

until I can I am enjoying the live services.” He 

watches every Sunday. Much like Roy, he 

would like to see the people as they come into 

the service – the chatter and banter is an 

obvious sign that the human spirit found in 

the live streaming is as impactful as the 

message that is delivered every week.

 

The live streaming initiative is only getting 

better, reaching more and more people every 

Sunday. Since its launch in December of 2018 

average online “attendance” is 85 people every 

Sunday.

 

If you are interested in joining a live streaming 

Sunday service please visit the church website 

on Sunday mornings to join. “Watch Live” can 

be found under the Worship tab or you can 

copy or click this link directly:

 

http://fumchvlnc.org/worship/watch-live.

 

To find and access the weekly Bulletin, please 

visit the church website (fumchvlnc.org) and 

look under the worship tab for the link to the 

Weekly Bulletin.

 

As always, we welcome your feedback about 

your experience. Please let us know about your 

experience, what we are doing well, and how 

we can improve to best serve your worship 

needs.

http://fumchvlnc.org/worship/watch-live

