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A LEGACY OF LOVE IN CUBA
by Allison Ratkovich

“People with so little truly have so much.” – Carol Schobert

 

Alice Tippett paid it forward.

 

After designating funds in her will for First United Methodist Church to use to

build relationships in communist Cuba, she found an advocate in Carol

Schobert.

 

Carol and fellow FUMC church member, Bob Becker, recently made their third

and first visits, respectively, since 2015 to the Republic of Cuba over the New

Year’s holiday. They were accompanied by FUMC church members Jerry and

Anne Smith and their three teens, plus two friends of the children. Just after

Christmas the group embarked on a long-planned, relational mission trip to

fellowship with FUMC’s sister church, La Luz del Mundo – “The Light of the

World.”

 

With each trip to Cuba, the preparation and planning has become more strict

and challenging. Religious visas must be approved by the government well in

advance. Itineraries had to be studied and approved, special travel

arrangements made as the group was not allowed to be there as tourists. After

six months of planning, waiting, and more planning the North Carolina

contingent made their way to Havana to begin their 500 mile trip to the

church’s location in Las Tunas.



Their first stop, in Matanzas, the group visited

the Fraternity of Baptists seminary and Kairos

center, which the church supports financially.

Lodging is always interesting; the team stayed in

a local Hostel on this trip. While there, the team

enjoyed salsa dancing lessons, before visiting

other churches with Pastor Osmar from La Luz

del Mundo, whose presence was required by the

government as a condition of the group’s visas.

 

Osmar is a dreamer with an infectious,

undefeatable attitude. His church in Las Tunas is

a small home that houses two bedrooms and

the chapel and is located on a dirt road. There is

no shower or running water; once every two

weeks water is brought in that fills up two

drums to serve the small congregation’s needs.

The building is a constant construction zone,

with the goal of eventually adding another story

to expand the sanctuary. Pastor Osmar’s zeal

and faith in his church is inspiring; he is

unstoppable.

Pastor Osmar and his wife own land where the

FUMC’s gift of a chainsaw will go to good use to

clear it for a retreat center they are building. The

property is 15 miles away from the church and

their home. Every day, Pastor Osmar takes a bus

then walks four miles to the site where the

retreat is taking shape. There are few cars in this

part of Cuba. Buses, rickshaws, bicycles, and

horse and buggies are the standard. Yet it

wasn’t the lack of resources that struck Carol

and her fellow travelers, it was the spirit and

resourcefulness of the people.

 

“They are just happy with what they have,” Carol

shares. “Even though they have so little.”

 

In addition to the chainsaw, the missionaries

provided a video projector and an amplifier for

their worship services as well as cash donations. 

IT’S REALLY IMPORTANT FOR
PEOPLE IN CUBA, JUST LIKE IN

PUERTO RICO, TO KNOW THAT
PEOPLE CARE.

CAROL SCHOBERT



In return, the team was treated to fellowship

with members of the congregation, singing,

music, laughter, and a pig roast on New Year’s

Eve. In addition to taking turns turning the spit

while the 120 pound pig roasted, the

missionaries participated in the New Year’s

tradition of writing down on paper what they

wanted to let go of in the upcoming year and

burning it in the fire. A symbolic cleansing in a

place that is a reminder of what is truly

important.

Before returning to North Carolina, the group

shared a gift exchange with church members.

Pastor Osmar presented his personal study bible

with the request that it be given to Pastor Mark

upon the team’s return.

 

“These people don’t have much,” explains Carol.

“That was probably his most prized possession.”

 

And just like Alice Tippett, Pastor Osmar

continues to pay it forward by giving of himself

so selflessly. Just like Alice’s gift, Pastor Osmar’s

is a reminder that relationships are more

powerful than governments and death, distance

and time, race and age.

 

Their gifts remind us that when all else is

stripped away, only love remains.

THEY ARE JUST SO HAPPY WITH
WHAT THEY HAVE, EVEN THOUGH

THEY HAVE SO LITTLE.
BOB BECKER

The biggest takeaway for Bob was the instant

connection and friendship of the teens and the

local kids in the church community. There was

no internet, no WiFi. In their place were

basketball and baseball games, quiet times of

fellowship, and holiday celebrations. The timing

of the trip coincided with the school holiday

and was a special gift for both FUMC’s youth and

the children of Las Tunas.


