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Each Sunday, three women who are not only friends but neighbors share a ride to First United Methodist Church
to share in services and fellowship. It is a routine that no longer needs to be scheduled; reminders do not need to
be sent out; alarms do not need to be set. These three know that without fail that Sherri Metzger’s car will be
running and ready for them each Sunday. It is a simple understanding, born from not so simple stories.
 
Mary Jane Swanson, Mary Ann Byrd, and Sherri Metzger are all neighbors at Carolina Village. Their homes are in
close proximity. When each of these remarkable women moved to this special community, they came with
husbands, histories, and hobbies. Mary Jane and Mary Ann were old friends from a former neighborhood. Mary
Ann met Sherri after meeting Sherri’s husband, walking their dog Baily in the mornings. Over time the couples
became not just neighbors but friends as well.
 
Mary Ann and Mary Jane were already members at the church; Sherri joined three years ago because of her
friends and the inspiration of Pastor Mark’s preaching. Despite their various tenures at the church, the church
has played the central theme is not only their current weekly drives but in the shared paths that have brought
them to where they are today.
 
Since their moves to Carolina Village, each woman over time lost their husbands. Whether through long illnesses
or short-term diseases, these three women shared the kind of life experience that one can only understand when
they, too, have experienced it.
 
“Our shared experience goes beyond words,” shared Sherri. “The church was what helped us transition from
individuals to the group of friends we are today.”
 
Mary Ann adds, “without the church, we would probably not be as close as we are. It is always in the background
and is a part of our community.”
 
The story of these three women is a beautiful one, but it doesn’t stop there. All three share how much Carolina
Village means to them, and their friendship has become the inspiration to create an even larger group of
Methodist women who call Carolina Village home. A special upcoming luncheon is planned where at least 27 more
women will be embraced, introduced, and loved by FUMC’s unofficial ambassadors, Mary Jane, Mary Ann, and
Sherri.
 
“Having gone through our own personal tragedies, continuity is so important,” Mary Jane explains. “Friendships
are very important to all of us. We knew each other’s spouses, we know each other’s families. We care for each
other, and that’s how neighborhoods should be.”
 
What began as a friendship of couples, became even greater friendships between three women built around
FUMC, and has now grown into creating and supporting a wider community of Methodist women in their own
backyard. 
 
This is a story of providence, the setting of three women on a path whose twists and turns could never have been
imagined. And at every turn, every celebration, every tragedy, every change their journey has all the hallmarks of
timely preparations for future eventualities.
 

                                                 

Providence, as defined, means “the protective care of God
or of nature as a spiritual power.” These special friendships
have not only enjoyed the protective care of God, but of
each other. Now, as they prepare to open that circle of
friendship to others, they prepare to share the intertwined,
close-knit relationships they have with a new group of
women.
 
They have not just created friendships that inspire, support,
love, and care. They’ve thrown that rock in the water, and
the ripples grow and grow, touching more women along the
way.
 
That is what many would call a legacy.


