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“ J U S T  L O V E  O N E  A N O T H E R . ”  –  R O Y  A N D E R S O N

Stewardship  is  Heart  Work

By Allison Ratkovich
 
Unlike many friendships that start with and grow from similarities, this is a story of opposites, of an
unlikely friendship, and of the unexpected gifts that can be found in the simple act of volunteering
your time.
 
Roy Anderson, (we'll call him Roy A.) is the epitome of hospitality. He can be found every Tuesday
volunteering at First United Methodist Church's Welcome Desk. He loves his time there, as he
knows so many people at the church. He is well-loved in return, greeting everyone with a smile,
hugs, and the warmth of a man of God.
 
"I love people I haven't even met yet," shared Roy A. FUMC couldn't ask for a better ambassador
for both its members and new visitors. To say Roy A. is likable is an understatement.
 
Roy Weeks (we'll call him Roy W.), plays an opposite role by volunteering in security. He also
works on Tuesdays, readying the church for a week AA meeting and other events. He refers to
himself as Barney Fife, the quirky deputy from the Andy Griffith show.
 
"I don't even have a bullet," he jokes, as he reminds me that Barney Fife had one, but it was never
in his gun but rather in his shirt pocket. Roy W. is a funny man, with a sense of humor that is both
disarming and charming at the same time.
 
It is in those Tuesday morning volunteer sessions, these two different and remarkable men have
found a friendship built on their differences as much as their similarities. Roy W. is a former airline
pilot, an academic, and a self-proclaimed "knowledge junkie." One conversation will tell you that he
has a thirst for learning, a mind that doesn't stop questioning and pondering. 
 
"Roy is very interesting and smart," shares Roy A. "I love the subjects he brings up, everything from
the Vikings, to music, to the latest articles he's read. He is a remarkable man."
 
It is the weekly conversations that Roy W. looks forward to when he goes to "work." He often brings
Biblical questions to Roy A., who is a former facilitator of a discipleship class. 
 
"He knows so much about the church," explains Roy W. "My conversations with him are one of my
favorite things; we are like Ying and Yang, learning so much from each other."
 
The two Roys do not socialize outside of the church. They see each other one day a week during
their volunteer hours. Yet in that limited time, a friendship born of respect, intrigue, curiosity, humor,
and appreciation has been grown and nurtured. Two men, with polar opposite jobs in the church as
well as different lives and backgrounds, are proof that opposites do indeed attract.
 

 


