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Being There:  The Art of Visitation 

Refresh your visitation skills & practice more effective ways to 
make your visits go from ‘ok’ to ‘great!’  Through practical tips, 
active listening, sharing of  best practices & even some fun role 
play, we’ll learn how to be a more compassionate presence with 
others. 
 
 
 
 
Class:  Wednesdays, September 12 & 19 
Time:  4:00-5:00 PM 
Location: Conference Room (Room 113) 
Facilitators: Rev. Jean Goodwin, Assistant Pastor 
  Rev. Lynn Bledsoe, Ministries Associate at Givens  
  Estate 
Registration: Not Required, Drop In Anytime 
Class Limit: No 
Childcare: Send request to angela@hvlfumc.org 

 
Open Hearts & Minds Small Group (Sundays, 10:15 AM, Library) 
This diverse group of seeking Christians discuss contemporary issues 
from a biblical perspective with an openness to a variety of opinions.  
Always open to new members who may want to visit for one time or 
come for the discussion of a particular book.  Members periodically 
volunteer with missions projects. 
 
 

Passages (Sundays, 10:00 AM, Room 304) 
Deborah Kirkman/828.290.5641/deborah@hvlfumc.org 
A class for women that focuses on applying scripture to where individ-
uals are in life.  Members share their spiritual journey together as they 
seek to know Christ in their day-to-day lives. 
 
 

Roots and Wings (Sundays, 10:30 AM, Room 303) 
Royal Corbin/828.698.9849/rfcorbin@morrisbb.net 
A class for all ages that emphasizes discussion and sharing of thoughts 
and feelings about our spiritual journey.  Members study scripture, 
contemporary topics, and living out faith. 
 
 

Roy Johnson Class (Sundays, 9:45 AM, Room 102) 
Jeff Johnson/828.620.0153 
A men’s class that shares fellowship and Bible study from a rotating 
group of teachers. 
 
 

The Middle (Sundays, 10:10 AM, Room 402) 
Jan Winters/jjmmwinter@gmail.com 
Open to parents, singles, or couples of children, tweens, and teens.  
Class is video based with active group discussions. 
 
 

Lydia Circle & Esther Circle, United Methodist Women  
These women meet jointly for fellowship and study.  They also sup-
port a wide range of missions.  United Methodist Women groups can 
be found world-wide. Contact Betty Kay Brookshire for more  
information on meeting times (brooksjc2@yahoo.com). 



 

Small Groups 
  

   
Alma Lee Cheves Class (Sundays, 9:45 AM, 
Room 201) 
Louisa Goebel/mlgoebel@bellsouth.net 
A class for women that follows the Quarterly Adult Bible Study.  
Leaders rotate and members divide into small groups which support 
one another. 
  

Conversations (Thursdays, 10:30 AM, Room 113) 
Sandy Dublynn/sdublynn@bellsouth.net 
These women meet for study and discussion weekly. 
  

Emmaus Reunion Groups 
These groups are for men and women who have attended the Walk 
to Emmaus.  Pilgrims are encouraged to be a part of a small group 
after their walk. To find out more about men’s groups, contact Royal 
Corbin/rfcorbin@morrisbb.net/828.698.9849.  To learn more about 
women’s groups, contact Robin Corbin/rrcorbin@morrisbb.net. 
  

Men’s Basketball (Tuesdays, 6:30 PM, Barber CLC) 
These men gather for basketball and fellowship weekly.  Everyone is 
welcome. 
  

Open Door Class (Sundays, 9:45 AM, Room 403) 
Janet Hendricks/828.692.8645/Susan Thomas/210.834.5771 
Open to all adults, this class studies scripture using contemporary 
theological authors.  The class is discussion based and various  
members volunteer to lead lessons. 
  

Singles Group (monthly) 
Stephen Webb/slwebb90@att.net 
This group meets once a month at a local restaurant for fellowship. 
 

Two or More/Friendship (Sundays, 9:45 AM, Room 401) 
Tim and Sally Jones/828.685.8460/2jns@bellsouth.net 
A diverse class of men and women who study the Adult Bible Study 
Quarterly. 

Peace Workshop  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peace…that we may be immersed in a peace-filled hour of   
scripture, thoughts, insights, meditation, prayers, affirmation, and 
practical application.   
 

Peace in the world…Personal Peace…Peace in relationships 
 
 
 
Class:  Monday, September 17 
Time:  4:00 - 5:00 PM 
Location: Chapel 
Facilitators: Karen Appleby 
Registration: Required, Email Spiritquest@gmail.com 
Class Limit: No 
Childcare: Send request to angela@hvlfumc.org  



 Women’s Retreat - Burn Baby Burn! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can we be reignited when we aren’t burning so bright?  
How bright is your light?  Allison Posell will be our guest  
speaker focusing on the well-being of  the heart. Please join us 
for a time of  rest, renewal, laughter and fellowship in the  
beautiful Western North Carolina mountains. 
 
 
Class:  Friday, Saturday & Sunday, September 28-30 
Time:  All 3 Days or Saturday Only 
Location: Lake Junaluska Conference Center 
Facilitator: Allison Posell 
Registration: Required.  
Class Limit: N/A 
Childcare: Childcare not available. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Visit our Website:   
 

www.fumchvlnc.org  
 

to register for classes  
& 

to learn more 



SAVE THE DATE 
Spiritual Formation Weekend 

 
 

“Exploring the Non-Dominant God” 
Leader:  Marjorie Thompson 

Minister & Author of “Soul Feast” 
February 22 - 24, 2019 

Introduction to Discipleship 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
During this class, participants will have an opportunity to learn 
more about First United Methodist Church.  Along with a  
question and answer time, we provide a review of  expectations for 
membership.  Participants will have the opportunity to join the 
church at the end of  the class. 
   
 
 

Class:  Sunday, September 30 
Time:  12:15-1:15PM 
Location: Conference Room (Room 113) 
Facilitator: Rev. Mark Ralls, Dee West, Jennifer Gompf 
Registration: Not Required 
Class Limit: N/A 
Childcare: Send request to angela@hvlfumc.org  

 
 
 



The Trinity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Trinity (referring to one God in three persons as one essence: God the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit) was the very first belief to be dealt with systematically by 
the early Christian Church. The belief in the Trinity has always reflected a belief 
that in God there is genuine diversity and specific unity. That unity is Love  
reflected in the diversity of God as three in one: Father, Son and Spirit. What 
could the Church have meant by such a proclamation? A belief in the Trinity is 
viewed universally as an indispensable part of the Christian faith. Yet, a vast  
number of Christian believers are unsure of the meaning of this central doctrine 
and many struggle to grasp its relevance for their lives today.    
 

E.R. Haire, Jr. and Mark Ralls will lead an exploration of this ancient Trinitarian 
belief and its surprising relevance for living. They will explore the biblical roots 
of this belief, how it emerged as perhaps the central doctrine of Christianity, why 
it has generated much debate and how a firmer understanding of its meaning can 
nourish a life of faith. E.R. and Mark will not only guide a class discussion, but 
will learn from one another and also you the participants, as together we explore 
this fascinating and deeply spiritual truth. E.R. has his Ph.D., in the field of  
theology from the University of Edinburgh and he has just completed his post-doc 
year in teaching at the University of Edinburgh.  
 

 
Class:  Wednesdays, October 3 through October 31 
Time:  4:00 - 5:00 PM  
Location: Alma Lee Cheves 
Facilitator: Rev. Mark Ralls and E.R. Haire, Jr. 
Registration: Not Required 
Class Limit: 30 
Childcare: Send request to angela@hvlfumc.org  

I Don’t Know What to Say:  Comforting 
Those Who Mourn 

Often, we don’t know how to help someone who is grieving.  The 
bereaved struggle with intense emotions including anger, guilt & 
deep sadness.  If  you worry about saying or doing the wrong 
thing at this difficult time, you’re not alone.  Discover what helps 
(and hurts) to hear after a death – and why.  Learn practical ways 
to offer comfort and support during times of  loss.  Together, 
we’ll practice the gentle art of  ‘compassionate consolation.’ 
  
   
  
Class:  Wednesday, November 7 
Time:  4:00 - 5:00PM 
Location: Alma Lee Cheves (Room 201) 
Facilitators: Rev. Jean Goodwin, Assistant Pastor 
  Lara McKinnis, Bereavement Team Leader, Four  
  Seasons Hospice 
Registration: Not Required 
Class Limit: No 
Childcare: Send request to angela@hvlfumc.org 

  



Spiritual Living 

 
 

Traveling on our spiritual journey with others in our church  
family, there are strategies and resources which can help us on 
our way and provide connections for bridging our faith to  
continuing growth.  We will share ways to access these  
opportunities and information, including: 
 How to participate in Worship 
 Discover your spiritual type & spiritual gifts 
 Classes, workshops & retreats available annually 
 Outreach and seasonal offerings to grow spiritually and draw 

closer to God 
 
 
 
Class:  Sunday, November 4 
Time:  12:15-1:30 PM 
Location: Gettman Room 
Facilitator: Karen Appleby 
Registration: Not Required 
Class Limit: No 
Childcare: Send Request to angela@hvlfumc.org 

 The Trinity 
  
  
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 The Trinity (referring to one God in three persons as one essence: God the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit) was the very first belief to be dealt with systematically by the 
early Christian Church. The belief in the Trinity has always reflected a belief that 
in God there is genuine diversity and specific unity. That unity is Love  
reflected in the diversity of God as three in one: Father, Son and Spirit. What could 
the Church have meant by such a proclamation? A belief in the Trinity is viewed 
universally as an indispensable part of the Christian faith. Yet, a vast  
number of Christian believers are unsure of the meaning of this central doctrine 
and many struggle to grasp its relevance for their lives today.    
  

E.R. Haire, Jr. and Mark Ralls will lead an exploration of this ancient Trinitarian 
belief and its surprising relevance for living. They will explore the biblical roots of 
this belief, how it emerged as perhaps the central doctrine of Christianity, why it 
has generated much debate and how a firmer understanding of its meaning can 
nourish a life of faith. E.R. and Mark will not only guide a class discussion, but 
will learn from one another and also you the participants, as together we explore 
this fascinating and deeply spiritual truth. E.R. has his Ph.D., in the field of  
theology from the University of Edinburgh and he has just completed his post-doc 
year in teaching at the University of Edinburgh.  
  

  
Class:  Wednesdays, October 3 through October 31 
Time:  6:30 - 7:30 PM 
Location: Alma Lee Cheves 
Facilitator: Rev. Mark Ralls and E.R. Haire, Jr. 
Registration: Not Required 
Class Limit: 30 
Childcare: Childcare Available  
  



 World Food Day Drive & Labyrinth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Join us for a food drive and Labyrinth Walk.  Can goods & staples 
will be collected on Sunday morning, October 14.  Collection  boxes 
will be located in the Narthex and by the Welcome Desk.  Delivery to 
local food banks will occur on Tuesday, October 16. 
 
 
 
 
 
Class:  Monday, October 15 
Time:  9:00 AM - 8:00 PM 
Location: Barber CLC 
Facilitator: Karen Appleby 
Registration: Not Required 
Class Limit: N/A 
Childcare: Not Available 

 Connecting & Serving 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 
 
 
This class provides an overview of our best strategies for cultivating 
deep & authentic connections among our church family.  We will 
walk through our social media presence, including the APP 
‘ChurchLife’...which places an interactive constantly updated Church 
directory at our fingertips...and ‘myFUMC’...which allows access to a 
plethora of church information.  We will explore ‘The 
Link’...FUMC’s guide to service opportunities.  And most  
importantly, we will discuss why service & befriending all brothers & 
sisters are central to the DNA of First United Methodist Church.  
  
  
    
  

Class:  Sunday, October 28 
Time:  12:15—1:45 PM 
Location: Conference Room (Room 113) 
Facilitator: Dee West, Jennifer Gompf, Rev. Dr. Mark Ralls 
Registration: Not Required   
Class Limit: No 
Childcare: Send Request to angela@hvlfumc.org 

  
  


