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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
February 22, 2026 

First Sunday in Lent 

 

 

 

Gathering in God’s Presence 

 

 

Chiming the Trinity 
 
 
Opening Voluntary                   Lenten Prelude                     Jonathan Batishill 
 
 
Hymn 596           Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word                                                          LIEBSTER JESU 

 Blessed Jesus, at thy word we are gathered all to hear thee;  

 let our hearts and souls be stirred now to seek and love and fear thee,  

 by thy teachings sweet and holy, drawn from earth to love thee solely.  

 

 All our knowledge, sense, and sight lie in deepest darkness shrouded,  

 till thy spirit breaks our night with the beams of truth unclouded.  

 Thou alone to God canst win us; thou must work all good within us.  

 

 Glorious Lord, thyself impart! Light of light, from God proceeding,  

 open thou our ears and heart; help us by thy spirit’s pleading;  

 hear the cry thy people raises; hear, and bless our prayers and praises.  

 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
 The Apostles’ Creed                              United Methodist Hymnal #881 
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:  

    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

    born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

    was crucified, dead, and buried;   

  the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  

    and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  

    from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

    the holy catholic church,  

    the communion of saints,  

    the forgiveness of sins,  

    the resurrection of the body,  

    and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 

Responsorial Hymn 70                                                         MEINEKE 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

Sanctuary  Flowers 

The flowers on the altar are given  

by Jan and Pete Richards 

to the Glory of God  

and in honor of their son,  

Jordan’s birthday which was February 13.      

    

 

To donate flowers, please contact Becky Kirtley at 252-331-3431. 

 

 

Licenses 

Some music for our worship experience is offered with express 

permissions granted by One License A-734965.  

 

 

Assisting in Today’s Worship Service 

 Rev. Karen Easter-Bayne — Lead Pastor 
Rev. Erin Yow — Associate Pastor 
Rev. Steve Coss — Associate Pastor 

Michael S. Brannon — Director of Music 
Gaye Currier — Acolyte 

Susan Slingluff — Cross Bearer  
Chancel Choir — Musicians 

Dr. Leslie Turnage — Reader 
 Barbara Clay — Altar Guild Volunteer 

Jason Gardner, Keith Anderson — Sound Technicians 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Giving 

To support the ministries and missions of  

First United Methodist Church, place a gift  

in the offering plate, give online through the 

QR code below, send a check to the church, or 

give through regular bank drafts. 

Thank you for your generosity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

January 2026 Giving 

Funds Needed - $104,584.00 

Funds Received - $112,936.43 

 

2026 YTD Giving 

Funds Needed - $104,584.00 

Funds Received - $112,936.43 

        204 Sixth Avenue West 
             Hendersonville, NC 28739                  
             828-693-4275  
        fumchvlnc.org 

 

A warm welcome to 

all guests and       

newcomers. Please 

fill out the        

attendance register 

on your pew.           

All persons are     

welcome at First 

United Methodist 

Church, as            

Jesus Christ has    

welcomed us into 

the love and grace  

of God. Our mission 

is to change lives  

and make disciples  

of Jesus Christ. 

 

At the chiming  
      of the Trinity,        

please silence your 
mobile devices       

and prepare 
        your hearts           

and minds 
             for worship.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Please rise in body 

or in spirit 



 

 

Proclamation of the Word  

 

  

Gospel Lesson                                  John 2:1-11 
  The word of God for the people of God. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Sermon                        Running On Empty?                                       Rev. Erin Yow 
 
 

Response to the Word 

 
 
Hymn 3149       A Place at the Table          PLACE AT THE TABLE 

 For everyone born, a place at the table, for everyone born, clean water and bread,  

 a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, for everyone born, a star overhead.  

 And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy,  

 yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

 
 
Invitation to Offering 
 
 
Anthem            O God, you speak your beauty every hour           Howard Helvey 

 O God, you speak your beauty every hour, from soaring peaks to valleys fed by 

 springs. In every living soul and fragrant flower your handiwork is seen creation sings! 

 As people in your image, we aspire and live to mirror your creative fire. O risen 

 Christ, we seek to understand the vastness of your wide-embracing love. With mercy 

 from your gentle, guiding hand we move from depths below to heights above. May 

 we, with hearts uplifted by your grace, extend your love to every land and race. O 

 Spirit, giving breath to all the earth, we grow in faith and strength from your clear 

 flame. O Wind of Heaven, recalled at our rebirth, the world awaits the unity we 

 claim. With zeal we strive, assisted by your might, to fill the earth with everlasting 

 Light. We’ll fill the earth with everlasting Light.     

 

 

Responsorial Hymn 95   Doxology                                 OLD 100TH 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  

 praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 

Pastoral Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread.  

 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

 And lead us, not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen 

 

 

Sending Forth 
 

 

Hymn 257             We Meet You, O Christ                                                    STANLEY BEACH 

 We meet you, O Christ, in many a guise;  

 your image we see in simple and wise. 

 You live in a palace, exist in a shack;  

 we see you, the gardener, a tree on your back.   

 

 In millions alive, away and abroad;  

 involved in our life, you live down the road. 

 Imprisoned in systems, you long to be free;  

 we see you, Lord Jesus, still bearing your tree.  

 

 We hear you, O man, in agony cry;  

 for freedom you march, in riots you die. 

 Your face in the papers we read and we see.  

 The tree must be planted by human decree.  

 

 You choose to be made at one with the earth;  

 the dark of the grave prepares for your birth 

 Your death is your rising, creative your word;  

 the tree springs to life and our hope is restored.  

 

 

Dismissal with Blessing 
 
 
Choral Response  Go Forth for God                  Kenneth Dake 
 Go forth for God, Go to the world in peace; 

 Go forth for God, Go to the world with love.   

 

 
There will be no closing voluntary during Lent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As our time of     

worship comes      

to an end, our     

time of service     

begins; we          

depart to be the 

church in the   

world. 

 

The closing       

voluntary is 

offered as the  

final act of praise 

of God. Go forth  

as the music     

ends to continue    

praising the Lord 

with your life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


