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Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

 

   Gathering in God’s Presence 

 

Opening Voluntary Aria      George Frederic Handel 
 
Introit  O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord                 Charles Callahan 
 
All stand as able. 
  
Hymn 150 God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens   HOLY MANNA 

 
  God, who stretched the spangled heavens, infinite in time and place,  

  flung the suns in burning radiance through the silent fields of space,  

  we your children, in your likeness, share inventive powers with you. 

  Great Creator, still creating, show us what we yet may do.  

 

  Proudly rise our modern cities, stately buildings, row on row;  

  yet their windows, blank, unfeeling, stare on canyoned streets below,  

  where the lonely drift unnoticed in the city’s ebb and flow,  

  lost to purpose and to meaning, scarcely caring where they go. 

 

  We have ventured worlds undreamed of since the childhood of our race;  

  known the ecstasy of winging through untraveled realms of space;  

  probed the secrets of the atom, yielding unimagined power,  

  facing us with life’s destruction or our most triumphant hour. 

 

  As each far horizon beckons, may it challenge us anew,  

  children of creative purpose, serving others, honoring you. 

  May our dreams prove rich with promise, each endeavor well begun. 

  Great Creator give us guidance till our goals and yours are one.  

 

 
Be seated. 

   Listening to God’s Word 

 

Prayer of Confession 
 

 All:         Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 

           We have failed to be an obedient church.  

           We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love,  

           we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy.  

           Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

All pray in silence. 

 

   Sending Forth 
 

All stand as able. 
 
Hymn 545 The Church’s One Foundation                                                  AURELIA 
 

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord; she is his new creation by water and the Word. 

From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride; with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.   

 

Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth; her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth;  

one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, and to one hope she presses, with every grace endued.  

 

Though with a scornful wonder we see her sore oppressed, by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,  

yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up, “How long?” And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.  

 

Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war, she waits the consummation of peace forevermore;  

till, with the vision glorious, her longing eyes are blest, and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.  

 

Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One, and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 

O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee. 

 

Dismissal with Blessing 
 
Choral Response Great Amen                           Sally Ahner 
 
Closing Voluntary Trumpet Voluntary in B-flat               David Lasky 
 
Licenses 
 Some music for our worship experience is offered with express permissions granted by  

  One License A-734965.  

 The communion service music is by Sally Ahner ©1983. Used with permission.  

 

Sanctuary Flowers 
 The flowers on the altar are given by Mary Casey in memory of her parents, Michael and Dorothea Usas.     

 If you would like to donate flowers for the Altar, please contact Becky Kirtley at 252.331.3431. 
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 Liturgist: Hear the good news!  

   Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us.  

           In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

 

 People:  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

 All:          Glory to God! Amen. 

 

Invitation to Offering 
 
Anthem Honor and Glory                                       J. S. Bach  
 
  Honor and glory be to God in the highest, Hallelujah! Sing praises to His name; Hallelujah! 

   

All stand as able. 
 
Hymn 95 Doxology                             OLD 100TH 

 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

 praise him, all creatures here below; 

 praise him above, ye heavenly host;  

 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Remain standing.  
 

Scripture Lessons — Leviticus 19:33-34; Matthew 25:37-46 
 
 Liturgist:      The word of God for the people of God. 

 People:        Thanks be to God. 

 
Be seated. 
 
Sermon What’s So Radical About Hospitality? Rev. Karen Easter-Bayne 
 
Moment of Silent Reflection 
 

   Thanksgiving and Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
 Celebrant:     The Lord be with you.  

 People:         And also with you. 

 Celebrant:     Lift up your hearts.  

 People:         We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

 People:         It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread.   

  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

 

Communion Hymn 164 Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life                  THE CALL 
 

  Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: such a way as gives us breath,  

  such a truth as ends all strife, such a life as killeth death.   

 

  Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: such a light as shows a feast,  

  such a feast as mends in length, such a strength as makes his guest.  

 

  Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: such a joy as none can move,  

  such a love as none can part, such a heart as joys in love. 

 

Communion Hymn 468 Dear Jesus, in Whose Life I See            HURSLEY 
 

  Dear Jesus, in whose life I see all that I would, but fail to be,  

  let thy clear light forever shine, to shame and guide this life of mine.  

 

  Though what I dream and what I do in my weak days are always two,  

  help me, oppressed by things undone, O thou whose deeds and dreams were one! 


