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 Going Bald 

          Was it Bing Crosby who crooned, “I’ll be home for Christmas”?  This year I have my own Lenten version of this song.  It 

goes like this: “I’ll be BALD for Easter.”  I’m guessing that bears some explanation.   

          On Easter Monday, April 22, my barber, Benny, has vowed to shave my head clean as a whistle to raise money for chil-

dren’s cancer. Between now and then, I will be reaching out to family and friends (my church family is both!) inviting them to 

dare me to go through with this goofy plan by making a donation to St. Baldrick’s Foundation. 

Saint Baldrick’s began 20 years ago when three friends did just what I am about to do.  They challenged each other to shave 

their heads in solidarity with children who typically lose their hair during treatment.  To their amazement, friends and family 

were willing to donate good money to goad them into going through with it.  On St. Patrick’s Day 1999, these three friends 

raised over $100,000!   

          They coined a ridiculous name (a combination of “bald” and St. Patrick, there is no actual St. Baldrick) and they began chal-

lenging others to join them in this admittedly silly stunt.  The results have been remarkable!  Last year, St. Baldrick’s Founda-

tion raised $35 million to fund the most promising research into cancers that afflict children.  Since 2005, $208 million has 

been raised.  Almost all of that amount has come from friends daring friends to go bald.   

          That’s where I (your pastor) come in.  My college roommate dared me to join him and another friend (3 Bald Heels) with the 

goal of raising $10,000.  So, here’s fair warning:  I will probably look a little funny the Sunday after Easter (and quite a few Sun-

days after that!) but if we reach our goal, it will be worth it. (I think.) 

          If you would like to support this great cause and “egg me on” to become an Easter egghead, just shoot me an email and I 

will share with you an easy way to contribute.   Benny has been sharpening his shears.  He seems more ready than I am for 

what will occur on Easter Monday!    In the meantime, I invite you to join in the fun.   

          Who knows by Easter 2020, we may have even more bald heads and more dollars raised through a silly stunt for a very 

good cause!   Go to https://www.stbaldricks.org/participants/mypage/1016746/2019 

https://www.stbaldricks.org/participants/mypage/1016746/2019


Worship Sampler Enhances Lenten Experience 
Three unique contemplative worship styles are planned to enhance your devotional practices during Lent.  

The Sampler series will be held  on  Wednesdays, 6:15 to 7 p.m.   
 

“Lent is a more contemplative time in the Christian calendar, much like Advent. The 

mood is more introspective and meditative,” says Rev. Karen Appleby who joins with  

other FUMC ministers in leading the services. 
 

Each service in the Sampler series begins with an educational welcome to explain the 

worship we will share.  

 March 27— Healing Service, led by Rev. Christy Sharp  

 April 3 —Remembering Your Baptism, led by Rev. Karen Appleby with Susan Harvey 

and Terre Eberly, the service will include a practice of handwashing and anointing 

with oil. 

 April 10— Stations of the Cross, led by Rev. Alex Knight   

Labyrinth Workshop 

Wednesday, April 17  

Noon and 5:00 PM 

Barber CLC 
 

Enjoy a 30 minute introductory  

overview of labyrinth walking group 

experience with the  Lenten  

poetry of Ann Weems. 

Lenten Labyrinth 

Wednesday, April 17 -  Noon-6PM 

Thursday, April 18 - 9AM-6:30PM 

Friday, April 19 - 9AM-11:30AM 

Barber CLC 
Come experience a walking prayer form to help  

connect you to the  holy presence of God during this 

sacred week.  A greeter is available to welcome and 

help you if you have any questions.  

PALM SUNDAY - APRIL 14 

         8:30 AM Worship Service - Sanctuary 

         9:15 AM Worship Service - Barber CLC 

       11:00 AM Worship Service - Sanctuary 

 

    April 18, 6:30PM* 

     Service 

* Childcare Available 

Hot Cross Bun  

Reception 
10:00AM 

Gettman Room 

 

Crosswalk 
11:00AM 

Downtown 

Hendersonville 

 

Worship Service 
Noon 

Sanctuary 

April 19 

 

Events 
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Join us for Worship 
 

8:30AM     Sanctuary 

9:15AM     Barber CLC 

11:00AM   Sanctuary 
Community Sunrise Service—sponsored by United Church of Christ—begins at 6:30AM, Jump 

Off Rock.   

For more information, go to: www.laurelpark.org/parks 

 Join us for Easter Worship 
 

            8:30AM   Sanctuary 

            9:15AM   Barber CLC 

          11:00AM   Sanctuary 
Community Sunrise Service—sponsored by United Church of Christ—begins at 6:30AM, 

Jump Off Rock.  For more information, go to: www.laurelpark.org/parks 



 

1st Sunday  

Food Drive  

  April 7, 2019 

APRIL—Storehouse   

MAY—IAM     

JUNE—Backpack Program  

JULY—Storehouse     

AUGUST—IAM  

SEPTEMBER—Backpack Program   

OCTOBER—Storehouse   

NOVEMBER—IAM  

DECEMBER—Backpack Program  

4/4/19 

Brazilian Steak Chimichurri with Chile roasted potato wedges & grilled squash. $9 
 

Salad - Cowboy Caviar with bleu cheese crumbles.$7     w/Steak $9 
 

4/11/19 

Ultimate Stuffed Turkey Burger or Homemade Veggie Burger served with dill  

pickle potato salad. $9 
 

Salad - Quinoa Tabbouleh with chick peas. $7  

w/Turkey patty or Veggie patty $9 
 

4/18/19 

No meal - Easter Break 
 

4/25/19 

Broiled Seafood, with lemon caper dill butter, acorn squash & basmati rice pilaf. $9 
 

Salad - Classic Caesar $7   w/broiled seafood $9 

 

ORDER DEADLINE IS NOON TUESDAY! 
Go to:  https://meals4missions.org/ 

Save the Date 
 

Relay for Life   

Henderson County  

May 3, 6-12 

WNC AG Center 
 

Although FUMC will not be participating as a team this year, all are  

welcome to support our community efforts by coming out to walk in the 

event, purchasing a luminaria to honor loved ones or making a donation to 

the American Cancer Society.  You can donate online by going to  

http://main.acsevents.org/goto/fumc19 or contact Rita Antonelli at  

828-808-5819. Thank you for the many years of support of the FUMC RFL 

team. Of course, cancer still affects us every day, so we can’t give up the 

fight!  Contact Judy Nutwell at jnutwell@gmail.com or 828-388-1096 for 

more information. 

Community Crosswalk  
It has been our church’s tradition to lead a one-mile community  Crosswalk through 

downtown Hendersonville on Good Friday,  starting at 11:00 a.m. in the church parking 

lot. 
 

“Each year, Christian pilgrims walk the Via Dolorosa (Way of the Cross) in  

Jerusalem. We feel called to do the same on the streets of our beloved  

Hendersonville. Come join us on this pilgrimage,” says Rev. Mark Ralls,  

Senior Minister. 

The event is open to all, including fami-

lies with children. Rain or shine, the procession begins at the church  

parking lot, then moves in silence down Main Street, returning to the church 

via Washington Street. Arriving at the church’s Sanctuary, we will continue 

our observance with the Good Friday Service at noon.   
 

Prior to the Crosswalk, the community is invited to a reception  

beginning at 10:00 a.m. to enjoy freshly baked Hot Cross Buns, a  

traditional Easter sweet roll decorated with a sugar glaze in the shape of a 

cross. 
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Lenten Challenge  

Ministry Fund 
The annual fund campaign is  

underway now through Easter  

Sunday.   This FUMC ministry may 

assist church members during  

unexpected financial emergencies. 

Non-members may be considered 

under special circumstances. The 

success of this ministry is entirely 

dependent upon our generosity. If 

you are able to help - make checks 

payable to FUMC and write “Lenten 

Challenge” on the memo line. 

Checks or cash may be placed in 

an envelope marked “Lenten  

Challenge” and placed in the  

offering or submitted to the busi-

ness office. Thank you for your  

support.  

http://main.acsevents.org/goto/fumc19
mailto:jnutwell@gmail.com
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                                 Did you know?     
In-Home Communion is available for folks who are unable to be present for the congregation's sharing of the bread and cup.  

Eleven Communion Celebrants have been carefully trained to make monthly Eucharistic visits.  By offering In-Home  

Communion with those who are sick or homebound, FUMC helps everyone remain connected with the body of Christ. 
 

Jennifer Gompf has been our wonderful leader for the past several years, lovingly training and supporting our In-Home  

communion Ministry Team.  We are deeply grateful to Jennifer for her inspiring and faithful guidance!  Beginning on April 1st, 

Ally Deal has agreed to serve as our New In-Home Communion Coordinator.  Ally is a retired Methodist pastor who moved to 

Flat Rock with her husband, Bob, in June 2018, after serving in several appointments in the SC Conference.  Ally and Bob are 

the parents of a son and have two grandchildren. 
 

You can help!  If you or a loved one has become unwillingly absent from The Lord's Table and would like to receive monthly 

Communion, or if you would like to explore becoming an In-Home Communion Celebrant, please contact Ally at  

(828) 551-5259 or aldeal@att.net.    
 

From Rev. Ally Deal – NEW In-Home Communion Coordinator 

“Into the Word, Into the World”   

(Genesis, Exodus—Luke, Acts) 

 
Back Row:  Barbara West, Nancy Benyon, Kay Williams,  

Alice Mitchell, Jane Strange 

 

Front Row:  David Owen, Randy Elberly, Tom Russell,  

Norman Hatch 

 

“Remember Who You Are”  

(The Prophets—Paul’s Epistles) 

 
Back row:  Tim Mendelsohn, Lois Rhodes, Rena Nisget,  

Nancy Rader, Bill Rader, Joe Strange, Ken Swayze 

 

Front row:  Sharon Mendelsohn, Sally Grauer, Linda 

Plaster, Greg Grigg, Mike Reeves, Mary Reeves (not 

shown) 

 

Discipleship: A life transformed   
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations… teaching them to obey everything that I’ve commanded you”  

(Matthew 28:19-20 CEB). 

 
Discipleship is about loving God .... It is more than an acknowledgement of God’s existence or a statement of belief regarding 

God. It is total devotion, head-over-heels-in-love-with adoration. It is the deep desire to know God, to be one with God, and to 

worship God.  Bible study is a way we can develop our knowledge of and love of God, developing our relationship with God and 

for experiencing God’s presence in our lives.  It is a practice that helps us spend time with God, a significant factor in loving 

God. 

mailto:aldeal@att.net


April  3 

Mama’s meatloaf, mashed potatoes and gravy, garlicky green beans,  

biscuits with butter and jam, dessert, salad bar featuring chopped salad. 
 

April 10  

Pasta Party! -2 types of pasta and 4 sauces to pick from. Classic meat, Marinara 

primavera, Alfredo sauce and Pesto sausage. Garlic bread, dessert and salad bar 

featuring Greek Salad. 
 

April 17    Holy Week--No Gathering Meal 
 

April 24  

BBQ, Slow roasted pork shoulder with 2 types of sauce, buns, baked beans, mac-n -

cheese, banana pudding, salad bar featuring slaw and potato salad.  
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Pat Miller moved to Mills 

River 13 years ago with 

her husband Bill. They 

have a son, a daughter, 

a perfect  little grand-

daughter and a not so 

perfect yellow lab! Pat is 

a retired middle school 

teacher and a three year 

cancer survivor. She is 

looking forward to serv-

ing others through the 

Cancer Care Ministry 

here at First United 

Methodists Church. 

Vicki Bowman Clauson has 

lived in Hendersonville and 

attended FUMC for 15 years. 

She is a retired Realtor. She 

has one son, Tyson who is 

now a Realtor in Asheville. 

Vicki is a two-time breast 

cancer survivor and is the 

Chairperson for the Cancer 

Care Ministry. She is dedi-

cated to helping others go-

ing through the cancer jour-

ney, with special emphasis 

on caregivers and families. 

Cancer Care Ministry (Our Journey of Hope) 
The Cancer Care Ministry at FUMC has been in existence for over two years.  In that time we have 

ministered to over 60 cancer patients and their families.  The purpose of this ministry is to bring 

HOPE to those going through a cancer journey through prayers, visits, cards and whatever else 

the patient or their caregivers may need.   A cancer diagnosis brings about much fear and anxiety 

and the cancer ministry team offers support.  The motto for the ministry is:  cancer is the little  

‘c’, but Christ is the big ‘C’.  On March 31, we are commissioning two new cancer care ministers, 

Pat Miller and Jane Strange who have completed and eight week training series.  Both are cancer 

survivors.  For more information contact Vicki Clauson, at 239-777-8121. 

Little Free Library Enhances FUMC’s Community Garden 
Kathryn Thomas, age 16, was joined by family, friends and fellow Girl Scout troop 

members on March 10 in the Rooted in Faith garden to dedicate a special project. 

Kathryn designed, constructed and installed a Little Free Library for the children of our 

5th Avenue Apartments. Little Free Library is a nonprofit organization that inspires a 

love of reading, builds community, and sparks creativity by fostering neighborhood 

book exchanges around the world. This endeavor is part of her Gold Award, the high-

est achievement in Girl Scouts, and comparable to the Eagle Scout level.  

 

Last fall, Kathryn formed the nonpartisan Global Lens Club at Hendersonville High 

School to increase awareness of global issues such as poverty, world hunger and gen-

der equality. The Little Free Library installed in our garden is a local outreach which 

Kathryn states “sits at the intersection of education and poverty to help break the 

cycle. It will provide the opportunity for children to access tons of books to find out 

more about what they love.”  

 

Indeed, tons of books have already been donated to Kathryn’s Little Free Library. The Girls Scouts of Hendersonville contribut-

ed 233 books at their World Thinking Day, and the Global Lens Club continues to gather books to keep the library well stocked. 

Project sustainability is important to Kathryn, the FUMC Children’s Sunday School will continue this effort with book drives af-

ter Kathryn graduates and moves forward to a very bright future. She is the daughter of Dr. David and Ann Thomas, and big 

sister to Joseph. Thank you, Kathryn! 

Jane Strange and her  

husband, Joe became  

members of FUMC last 

year.  They have two adult 

daughters and two grand-

children, and live in the 

Horse Shoe area.  As a two-

time cancer survivor, Jane 

knows how hard this journey 

is and how frightening it can 

be.  Faith and a strong sup-

port system can bring hope 

and comfort and she feels 

led to help others who face 

this challenge. 



First Kids Preschool/Kindergarten Ministries  
Birth-Kindergarten 

Sundays: 8:15am-12:15pm (Drop off and pick up during any of our three services) 

Wednesdays: 6:15-7:15pm  
 

*Bible Stories, Crafts, Games   

                                                    

• Theme: Pack a Picnic   

• Bottom Line: Jesus Is My Friend 

Memory Verse: “A Friend Loves At All Times.”   

• Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever 

 

First Kids Elementary Ministries 
1st-5th grade 

Sundays: 9am-12:15pm (Large group from 10-11am) 

Wednesdays: 6:15-7:15pm 
*Kids Worship service with videos, lesson, and small groups    

• Theme: Mudrun: Make it through the mayhem! 

• Bottom Line: Keep going because God is with you. 

• Memory Verse: “But those who trust in the LORD will receive new strength.  

       They will fly as high as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak.” Isaiah 40:31  

• Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.       

 

 

 

Egg Hunt - Special Announcement  
Kanuga Conference Center   

Sunday, April 7 at  3:30pm 
Sign-up by Wednesday, April 3 in the link found in weekly emails and on     

social media.  

                                                       

We would love to have your family join us at  
First United Methodist this month!   

 

Parent Small Groups 
We'd love to connect you to other parents and help you develop relationships along the 

way as you seek to raise your kids to follow Christ. For more information or to join a 

group, email colleen@hvlfumc.org  
 

Sunday Mornings: 10:10-11am 
 

 Relatable w/Louie Giglio-Parent Small Group 
Sundays, March 10-April 14, Rm 305 

 Simon Peter Study w/Adam Hamilton-Parent Small Group  
Sundays, March 10-April 14, Rm 402  

 Refreshing Your Marriage w/Jim Burns & Doug Fields-Small Group  
Sundays, April 28-May 19, Rm 305    

 The Struggle is Real w/Nicole Unice-Parent Small Group  
Sundays, April 28-June 2, Rm 402 

 

Wednesday Evenings: 6:15-7:15pm 

 Take it to the Limit-Parent Small Group 

Wednesdays, March 13-April 24, Rm 215 
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mailto:colleen@hvlfumc.org


One Youth Ministries - 6-12th Grade 

Sunday Night Youth: 6-8pm 

Dinner, Games, Worship, Small Groups 

 

Sermon Series: Famous Last Words                                                                                           
March 31 – Famous Last Words, Wk. 3 – Trust who God is even when you  

don’t understand. – Luke 22:42 

April 7 – Famous Last Words, Wk. 4 – Jesus Died and rose because He loves You.  – John 19:28-30  

April 14 – Famous Last Words, Wk. 5 – Your failure doesn’t disqualify you from God’s love. – John 21 

April 21 – Easter Sunday – Confirmation Sunday – No Sunday Night Youth  

April 28 – Guest Speaker  
    

One Youth Weekly Small Groups 
Sunday Mornings: 10:10am-11am for 6-12th at church  

Tuesday Mornings: 7:07am for High School Youth at Appalachian Coffee                

Tuesday Afternoons: 3:33pm for Middle and High School at Appalachian Coffee                                           

Wednesdays: 6:15-7:15pm for 6-12th at church 
 

Upcoming Events for Children and Youth 
April 5-7-Youth Confirmation Retreat at Lake Junaluska 

April 7-Easter Egg Hunt at Kanuga Conference Center, 3:30pm 

April 12-High School Girls Sleepover 

April 12-High School Guys Paintball Outing  

 

 

 

Mother/Daughter Tea 
Saturday, May 4 at 330p, Sign-up by Wednesday, May 1, Moms & Daughters (ages 4-12th grade) join us for Tea and Art! 

 

First Kids Power-Up Camp (VBS)!!! 
Join us this summer, June 24-27, 930-12p!! If you would like to serve and be a part of this fun 

outreach event please contact Lauren Tilden, lauren@hvlfumc.org or Angela Bailey,  

angela@hvlfumc.org. Open to 4 year old's through rising 6th graders. Registration begins April 1 

and ends June 3. To submit a registration form, go to the church website, select "Ministries",  

and select "Children". 

 

Find First Kids and One Youth on Social Media 
Find us on Social Media to receive important reminders, updates and photos!  

 
 Facebook:  Please join First Kids-Hendersonville and One YM these groups are linked to the First     
 United Methodist Facebook page. 
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Weekday School’s Art Show & Gift Basket Give Away 
Wednesday, April 3 

5:00PM-7:00PM 

Weekday School Area 
View magnificent art created by our Preschool kids and participate in our Gift Basket Give Away!   

For a $1  donation, you can be entered to win one of these lovely baskets. All proceeds go to the  

Weekday School Scholarship Fund. Contact Deborah Kirkman for more information, 828.692.6673 

 C o m i n g  U p  

Open to 4 year old's through rising 6th 
graders. Registration begins April 1 and 
ends June 3. To submit a registration form, 
go to the church website, select 
"Ministries", and select "Children". 

mailto:lauren@hvlfumc.org
mailto:angela@hvlfumc.org


WORD 
the 

Pastor Care Line   

828.702.1454 
Emergencies   ♦   Pastor on-call  

    Prayer Needs  ♦   Hospitalizations 
 

The article deadline for 

the May Word is 

April 16, 2019 
 

   First United Methodist Church  
   204 6th Avenue West 
   Hendersonville, NC  28739 
   828.693.4275 
   www.fumchvlnc.org 
 

   Church Office Hours: 
   Monday-Thursday  8:30-5p.m. 
   Friday 8:30-1:00 p.m. 
 

   Sunday Worship Schedule: 
   7:00 am Chapel open for prayer 
   8:30 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
   9:15 am Ignite Worship (Barber CLC) 
   11:00 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
   9:45 am Sunday School for all ages 
   9:00-10:45 am Hospitality Coffee 
   10:30 am Sunday School for all ages 
 

Church Staff 

     

    Mark Ralls,  Senior  Pastor, 828.424.1058 
    Christy Sharp, Associate Pastor, x3539 
    Jean Goodwin, Assistant Pastor, x3530 
    Colleen Schnitzer, Dir. Family Ministries,  x3537 
    Lauren Tilden, Dir. Children’s Ministry, x3534 
    Angela Bailey, Dir. Preschool Ministry, x3534 
    Jackson McCarthy, Dir. Youth Ministry, x3538 
    Marissa Moore, Youth Assistant 
    Michael Brannon, Director of Music, x3527 
    Kelli Mullinix, Director, Praise Worship, X3536       
    Julie Hora Williams, Director Jubilee Handbells  
    Deborah Kirkman, Dir. Weekday School,  x3532 
    Jason Gardner,  Sound Technician 

   Greg Deeter, Church Administrator, x3528 
   Gloria  Summey, Administrative Manager , x3540 
   Cindi Ledford, Administrative Assistant, x3531 
   Caroline Easley, Financial Administrator, x3529 
   Colleen  Raulerson, Food Service Manager  
   John Watterson, Facilities Manager, x3533 
   Sherry Lindsey,  Facilities Assistant, x3533  
   Steve Henry, Facilities Assistant, x3533 
   Wayne Monroe, Security, x3535 

FUMC Operating Fund 
The Finance Committee would like to share 

the  following Operating  Fund update.   Please 

contact Caroline Easley or Greg Deeter if you 
would like more detailed financial information . 

  Actual Budget 

Revenue 235,112 224,544 

Expenses 247,595 252,786 

Through, February 28, 2019 

In Memory of Bill Morrill 

     Betty and Clyde Ingersoll 

          Memorial Garden Fund 

 

In Memory of Frances Winstead 

     Betty and Clyde Ingersoll 

          Weekday School Scholarship 

Fund 

     Dan and Nancy Barber 

          Zoe 

 

In Memory of Greg Pittillo 

     Bill and Carol McClure and Family 

          Backpack Fund 

 

In Memory of Bob Betts 

     Dan and Nancy Barber 

          Zoe  

In Memory of Pete Stone 

     Anne Ettinger 

          Memorial Fund 

 

In Honor of Michael Brannon 

     Mark Acker 

          Music Fund 

 

In Honor of Dennis Sanders 

     Mark Acker 

          Music Fund 

Did You Know?    
If you are over 70-1/2 years of age, you can give to the church by having the  

Required Minimum Distribution, or any portion thereof, from your IRA paid  

directly to FUMC - Hendersonville and avoid paying income taxes on that  

contribution! 
 

A local accounting firm recently conducted the annual Finance review of our  

financial reports and internal controls in accordance with the UMC Book of  

Discipline.  Only two minor recommendations were noted by the firm.  For the 

complete review, please contact, Greg Deeter at 828.693.4275. 

SMALL, BUT MIGHTY 
“Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love.” 

Mother Teresa 
 

When the Weekday School started its Works of Love and Service program in 

late 2018, little did Deborah Kirkman know just how much her little disciples 

would embrace and love the act of serving. 
 

“We have been overwhelmed by the Christ-like way they have so been so joyful 

about giving to others,” shares Deborah, FUMC’s Director of the Weekday 

School. “They have such a servant’s heart.”    Read more go to . . . 

http://fumchvlnc.org/connection/good-news-stories 

mailto:caroline@hvlfumc.org
mailto:greg@hvlfumc.org
http://fumchvlnc.org/connection/good-news-stories

