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CHANGING LIVES, MAKING DISCIPLES
Sometimes our calling to change lives is quite dramatic. The IGNITE worship service on November 11 was a splendid example.
One of our worshippers experienced a medical emergency. Thanks to several quick-thinking health professionals, this frightening occurrence had a happy ending. However, there was also more than meets the eye. And, this “more” says a lot about our
church! Over a year ago, Jerry Pyles, then the head usher of our traditional services, became convinced that we should be better prepared in case of such an emergency. Jerry gathered a task force together and together they initiated several crucial (and
potentially life-saving) enhancements. One of these was the installation of several automated external defibrillators (AED'S) in
the sanctuary and the Barber Christian Life Center. On Sunday, the AED was right where it needed to be. So were two doctors
and a nurse. We thank them all and above all the Great Physician for the healing that occurred on Sunday.

the

One of our members, Lou Palmer, wrote a beautiful reflection on “what happened” Sunday, November 11. With Lou's permission, I am pleased to share it with you: “I had a uniquely scary and beautiful experience today. A … very dear friend to me, had
a medical emergency. Everyone reacted well, but I was afraid for my friend. Another person, of whom I'm very fond and who is
a doctor, rushed to his aid. I was standing in the back of the room, … watching while we waited for the ambulance to arrive.
That's the scary part.”
“The beautiful part: as I watched my friend, the doctor, attend to him, I could see the sweetest, gentlest, kindest smile on her
face as she looked into his eyes. And that's when I knew that if this was the end for the gentleman, he would depart this world
knowing he was loved. I literally can't imagine anything better that in the end, we know that we were loved and that we
mattered.”
The gentleman was taken to the hospital … is [now] home, resting comfortably. I don't know what happened, but I do know
what happened.”
Lou is right. We do know what happened in the deepest sense of that word. We know God was present. Love was present. And
thanks be to God who gifted the forethought of one health professional and the quick thinking of another, life is still present for
a dear friend to us all.

Godspeed, Mark
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Have you ever been out of town or
unable to attend worship and wish you
could still be a part of the service? Now,
you can starting on Sunday, December
2 we will livestream the 9:15 and 11
am services every week. Visit our
website, fumchvlnc.org, select Sunday
tab and then select Watch Live during
the Sunday morning services to experience online worship! If you miss the
time and want to watch the sermon
later it will be available under the
Sermons tab.

ignite will have a "Baby Shower for
Jesus" on Sunday, December 9 at 9:15 am.
Please bring items appropriate for newborns or
very young babies (onesies, diapers, bottles, blankets, baby
wipes, other clothing, etc.) All items will be donated to
Open Arms Pregnancy Center. Open Arms is a local,
nonprofit ministry designed to meet the needs of women
and teens who require pregnancy support and assist
families who can’t afford diapers or other baby
supplies. You may drop your donations off at the
Welcome Desk the week before, or there will
be a time during the ignite service when the
items are brought forward.

Hendersonville Symphony Children's Choir Concert
Wednesday, December 12, 6:30 p.m., Barber CLC
A special holiday program will be presented by the Hendersonville Symphony Children's Choir immediately following the last
Gathering meal this year. This non-auditioned choir of over 30 children ages 5 to 14 will perform sacred and secular music,
including the classic "Carol of the Bells," a brand new Hanukkah piece, and a fun arrangement of "Gloria in Excelsis." The choir
performed the national anthem in October at the International Equestrian Center in Tryon and is also a featured choir for
Chimney Rock State Park's "Santa on the Chimney" event. FUMC's own Kelli Mullinix is the Artistic Director of the choir. Please
plan to attend this special Advent concert!

Truman Capote's “A Christmas Memory”
Wednesday, December 5th, 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
A dramatic presentation by E.R. Haire, Jr.
Funny, touching and spiritual, "A Christmas Memory" is an autobiographical tale of Capote's childhood in rural Alabama
during the Great Depression. The story follows Capote and his elderly cousin on a Christmas adventure that is not only
heartwarming, but perfect for getting in the spirit of Christmas. Join us for this memorable storytelling event!

ALTAR FLOWERS in the SANCTUARY 2018
The Sanctuary Flower Calendar for 2019 is on the bulletin board. Sign up at your convenience to honor or
remember special people in your life or perhaps you want to sign up now, while your desired date is likely available.

Join us for a Dialogue on Human Sexuality and The Church!
We are offering eight opportunities for you to gain information, express your feelings, and listen to others on this important
topic. Our objective is to promote understanding of the main issues, the Scriptural passages most quoted and their context as
well as how we might continue to love each other. Not in spite of our differences of opinion, but because of them.
On each of the eight dates, the discussion group will be limited to 20 people to provide a safe environment for sharing. There
will be two ways to register for each session FUMC Website (click here to register online) or at the Welcome Desk.

All discussion groups are from 3:00-4:30PM in Room 304 on the following dates:
Sunday, December 2 Wednesday, December 5
Sunday, January 13
Wednesday, January 16
Sunday, January 27
Wednesday, January 30
Sunday, February 3
Wednesday, February 6
We look forward to seeing you at one of these sessions. In the meantime, please continue to pray for the United Methodist
Church.
Reverend Dr. Mark Ralls
Joyce Forth, Lay Leader

FUMC: Mission Connection
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Gift of Giving Party for the Boys &
Girls Club
“I can get presents for my parents which let me
show them I appreciate them for all they do.” -Billy,
9th Grade For many Boys & Girls Club children, our
Gift of Giving Party is the only way they can select
Christmas presents for the people they love. Our
Party helps lift the economic burden of shopping,
allowing children like Billy to experience the joy of
selecting presents for their caregivers. Over 180 Club
members in middle and high school are expected to
“shop” at this 10th annual Party on Tuesday,
December 4. Your help is needed. Volunteer your
time: Look through the Volunteer Book at the
Welcome Desk. You will see job descriptions and photos of volunteer teams enjoying their participation at previous years’
parties. Volunteers must be 16 years and older. Sign up and join the festivities! Donate NEW items: It takes a lot of items to fill
the children’s gift-giving dreams. A “shopping list” of popular NEW items can be found in the Volunteer Book. Some suggestions of NEW items include ball caps and hats; gloves; watches; and unopened sets of cosmetics, bath, toiletry and cologne
products. Leave your donated items in the Gift of Giving Party box near the Welcome Desk. Offer your financial support:
Monetary donations are greatly appreciated. Make your check payable to FUMC and note “Gift of Giving Party.” For more
information, contact Sandy or Donna Hastie (hastiew60@gmail.com or hastiedj@bellsouth.net).

“Rooted in Faith” Donation Garden Hits the Road!
On a rainy Saturday in October, a hearty bunch of volunteers from our
“Rooted in Faith” garden joined other like-minded gardeners to tour
several WNC donation gardens in Haywood and Jackson Counties. The
tour was sponsored by Gardens That Give, a network of church and
civic-based gardens in which food is grown for the needy. We visited the
Grace Giving Gardens in Waynesville, St. John’s Episcopal Garden in
Sylva, the Sylva Community Garden and the Cullowhee Community
Garden.
“This was a great chance for us to see what other donation gardens are
doing and how they’re doing it,” says Dee West, garden co-coordinator.
“We were inspired by stories about how the act of planting a few seeds
can build a stronger community and make a difference in the lives of
people.” Equally important, we came away with some great ideas on
how to reach deeper into our own community to meet the needs of our
food-insecure neighbors.
Please consider joining our team of vegetable gardeners. Beginners are welcome! Russ Anderson, our garden co-coordinator,
has more plans for next spring’s plantings based on what we’ve learned this year. We have a lot of fun digging in the dirt, and
your help is needed year-round. For information, contact Dee at ewestxd371@gmail.com or 402-490-7012.

1st Sunday
Food Drive
December 2nd
Backpack
Program

2nd Sunday Soup!
December 9th
Get yours from 9 am—11 am at the Welcome Desk.
$5 per quart.
Proceeds go to the Women's Retreat Fund.
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Mission Grants Awarded to Local Organizations

The FUMC Mission Council recently awarded $42,000 to six local organizations through its 2018-19 local missions
grant program.
This is the third year that FUMC has required each prospective organization to apply for funding. Priority was given to projects
that engage FUMC members and require client participation.
“We are excited about strengthening our partnerships with these organizations through this process,” stated Missions Team
leader Dick Weaver, “and we anticipate this program will grow significantly over the next few years because the need is so
great.”
The largest grant of $10,000 was awarded to Safelight for implementation of the Safelight Sanctuary Model. Bruce Drysdale
Elementary School received $8,500 to purchase Chromebook computers for third graders while the Boys & Girls Club of Henderson County received $8,000 to support its new Chromebook initiative. Thrive received $7,500 for housing resources for
the homeless and Crossnore received $5,000 for expanding foster care in Henderson County. The Storehouse was awarded
$3,000 for its 2018 Fourth of July Fundraiser.

volunteer opportunities

Cheryl Crosby Choral Scholars
Cheryl Crosby devoted her life to music, spending her professional career as a musician and
teacher, influencing the lives of countless students through her work in public schools and
churches. Her love and enthusiasm for life, others and her God was contagious. After retiring
from her professional careers, Cheryl eventually moved to Asheville and became an active
member of the Hendersonville First United Methodist Church and the Hendersonville Chorale.
Cheryl passed away peacefully on Sunday, September 30, 2018, but she will forever live on
through this fund established in her name.
The Cheryl Crosby Choral Scholars is a group of High School and College age young people who
have a love of music. They will participate in the Chancel Choir of Hendersonville First United
Methodist Church for two semesters a year. The Cheryl Crosby Choral Scholars Fund has been
established to assist the students in their studies.
If you would like to give to this fund, make checks payable to First United Methodist Church of
Hendersonville. In the memo line write Cheryl Crosby Choral Scholars Fund. Your gift will help
keep Cheryl's dream alive of bringing music to each and every child.

Choral Scholars
The Choral Scholars ministry offers four scholarship positions of $2000 ($1000 per semester) to area high school/college
students for the academic year. The positions allow students the experience of singing with an accomplished church choir,
hopefully fostering a lifelong involvement with church music. Choral Scholars are encouraged to be active in the life of the
church, enjoying the support of a church family.
Requirements:
Choral Scholars will become full participating members of the Chancel Choir of First United Methodist Church of
Hendersonville.
Participation includes a weekly rehearsal on Wednesday evenings from 7:00-8:30 pm and Sunday morning rehearsal/worship
from 10:30-12:00 pm. Additional services include Christmas Eve at 8:00 pm and Maundy Thursday at 7:00 pm. Additional
services may be offered.
Schedule:
The schedule for the academic year begins the first Wednesday of September through Christmas Eve. After a Christmas break,
rehearsals will resume the first Wednesday in February through the last week in May. In this period, a total of absences of 5
rehearsals and 5 services will be permitted.
Scholarship Payment
Payments of the scholarship will be made directly to the student following each semester’s participation (i.e., late December
and late May).

Save the Date
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Spiritual Formation Weekend
“Exploring the Non-Dominant God”
Leader: Marjorie Thompson
Minister & Author of “Soul Feast”
February 22-24, 2019
Biographical Sketch for Marjorie J. Thompson
Ordained in the Presbyterian Church (USA), Marjorie brings over thirty years of retreat work and teaching in Christian formation
and spiritual practice. She served two congregations in pastoral ministry and as adjunct faculty for six seminaries. Her educational path includes Swarthmore College, McCormick Theological Seminary, and a research fellowship at Yale Divinity School
where she was deeply influenced by her mentor, Henri Nouwen.
For twelve years Marjorie was director of Pathways in Congregational Spirituality with Upper Room Ministries, through the
United Methodist Church. There, she served as chief architect of Companions in Christ, an innovative small-group
series for adult spiritual formation which she shaped for more than a decade. Marjorie is also a Prepared Facilitator for Circle
of Trustâ retreats, through the Center for Courage & Renewal. Currently, she works freelance, offering retreats, lectures, and
spiritual guidance.
The author of several books, including best-selling Soul Feast: An Invitation to the Christian Spiritual Life (WJK,
1995/2005/2014), Marjorie considers writing a central dimension of her calling. Other of her titles for pastoral leaders and
engaged laity are The Gift of Encouragement (Abingdon, 2013) and Forgiveness: A Lenten Study (WJK, 2014). Most recently,
Marjorie has written a book and related workbook for the Caregiving Initiative of the Henri Nouwen Society, titled Courage for
Caregivers: Sustenance for the Journey in Company with Henri J. M. Nouwen (Nouwen Legacy Trust & Church Health Center of
Memphis, 2017).
Marjorie was married for 33 years to her beloved life partner, John Mogabgab, founding editor of Weavings journal and a
guiding influence with Upper Room Ministries for 29 years. John passed on their anniversary in 2014. Marjorie now lives in
Nashville, TN. She enjoys music, travel, and Masterpiece Theater!

Music Ministry Gallery Wall
Featured Artist Roy Andersen
Our own Roy Andersen will be showing his
artwork on our Music Ministry Gallery Wall
from November 18 through December.
Please take a few moments and enjoy his
Light Houses and all of his wonderful art.
Roy works at the Welcome Desk and I bet
you never knew he was a awesome artist.

December 5

Potato Bar or Soup & Sandwich,
Dessert

December 12

Pork tenderloin, sweet potato soufflé,
sugar snap peas, rolls, lemon chiffon
cake
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Trails and Treats Outreach Event

Our first Trails and Treats event at Camp Tekoa was a HUGE success! Our Family Ministry hosted the “Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe” themed cabin. There were over
1000 people, and all of the proceeds went directly to our local elementary schools! Thank you for
the candy donations, and all of the volunteers that made this event possible .

Church Family Game Show Night
•
•
•

Church-Family Game Show Night Wednesday,
January 23 | 615-7p .
Join us for audience participation & a Live Interactive Game Show for the entire family!
Dinner will be served at the Gathering anytime from 515-615p, $7 per person, $15 per
family .

Parent Small Groups
Attention Parents! Check out our new Parent Small Groups! If you would like to join a group, or would like more information, please
contact Colleen Schnitzer at colleen@hvlfumc.org
Sent: Sunday mornings @ 10:10am, December 2—December 23, Room 40
God sent Christ at Christmas. In turn, Christ sent us into the world to be his hands and feet, head and heart.
In this advent series, you will discover how, where and why we are sent.
Time of your Life: Wednesdays @ 6:15-7:125pm, December 5, 12, 19, Room 215
Maybe we think about time so much because there never seems to be enough of it. Maybe there’s only one
question we need to ask. What am I doing with my time? In this 3-part series, Time of Your Life, will help you
discover that answer. Don’t waste another second. This group will be led by Colleen Schnitzer.

FIRST KIDS Christmas
6:15-7:15 PM, Children's Area downstairs
December 5: craft
December 12: decorate cookies
December 19: dinner followed by rehearsal in the Sanctuary
All kids age 3 through 5th grade are invited to join us for a fun and festive time with
friends! Each Wednesday, we will share the wonder of the Christmas story, learn songs
to sing at the Family Christmas Eve service, and enjoy seasonal games/activities.
*Childcare Is available for babies through 2 year old's.*

FIRST KIDS FIRST KIDS Sunday
Will not meet on
Wednesday,
January 2, 9, & 16.

•
•
•

Check-in at Children’s Area (downstairs)
Babies-Kindergarten: Drop-off begins at 8:15 AM, pick-up by 12:15 PM
1st-5th grades: Drop-off begins at 9:00 AM, pick-up by 12:15 PM

6-12TH GRADE

December Calendar
December 16: Caroling @ 3:30P - 8P
December 23 & 30: NO YOUTH, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Weekly Event:n
One Youth Sundays

707 Tuesdays 7-7:45A

Refuel on Wednesdays: 6:15-7:15P

T.A.G (TALKS ABOUT GOD) 10:10
IN THE YOUTH ROOM

COFFEE l COMMUNITY l CONVERSATION
APPLACHIAN COFFEE COMPANY
(LAUREL PARK)

SMALL GROUPS AND GAMES

SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH l 6-8P
SUPPER l GAMES l WORSHIP l
SMALL GROUPS
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2018-2019
Holiday Event Calendar

December 4, Tuesday
Boys & Girls Club - The Gift of Giving Party

Barber CL

December 5, Wednesday
Advent Theatrical Presentation by E.R. Haire, Jr.

6:30p-7:30p

Sanctuary

First Kids Christmas

6:15p-7:15p

Children’s Area

8:30a-10:30a

Gettman Room

9:15a Worship Service

Barber CLC

6:15p-7:15p

Children’s Area

December 7, Friday
Alma Lee Cheves Christmas Breakfast
December 9, Sunday
Baby Shower for Jesus
December 12, Wednesday
First Kids Christmas

Hendersonville Symphony Children’s Choir Concert 6:30p-7:30p

Barber CLC

December 16, Sunday
Youth Christmas Progressive Dinner

3:30p-8p

Off Campus

6:15p-7:15p

Children’s Area

10:10a

Youth Area

Candlelight Communion

3p-4p

Chapel

Family Candlelight Communion*

4p-5p

Sanctuary

Contemporary Candlelight Communion*

6:30p-7:30p

Barber CLC

Candlelight Communion

8p-9p

Sanctuary

December 19, Wednesday
First Kids Christmas
December 23, Sunday
College Ministry Christmas Breakfast
December 24, Monday

(*Childcare available)
December 25, Tuesday

Church Closed for Christmas Holiday

December 26, Wednesday

Church Closed for Christmas Holiday

December 30, Sunday
Sunday Worship Services
January 1, Tuesday

8:30a, 9:15a, 11a

Sanctuary & Barber CLC

Church Closed for New Year’s Holiday

the

WORD
Pastor Care Line

828.702.1454
Emergencies ♦ Pastor on-call
Prayer Needs ♦ Hospitalizations

Please note there will
not be a Word published
for January, 2019
First United Methodist Church
204 6th Avenue West
Hendersonville, NC 28739
828.693.4275
www.fumchvlnc.org
Church Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8:30-5p.m.
Friday 8:30-1:00 p.m.
Sunday Worship Schedule:
7:00 am Chapel open for prayer
8:30 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
9:15 am Ignite Worship (Barber CLC)
11:00 am Traditional Worship (Sanctuary)
9:45 am Sunday School for all ages
9:00-10:45 am Hospitality Coffee
10:30 am Sunday School for all ages

Church Staff
Mark Ralls, Senior Pastor, 828.424.1058
Christy Sharp, Associate Pastor, x3539
Jean Goodwin, Assistant Pastor, x3530
Colleen Schnitzer, Dir. Family Ministries, x3537
Lauren Tilden, Dir. Children’s Ministry, x3534
Angela Bailey, Dir. Preschool Ministry, x3534
Jackson McCarthy, Dir. Youth Ministry, x3538
Marissa Moore, Youth Assistant
Michael Brannon, Music Director, x3527
Kelli Mullinix, Director, Praise Worship, X3536
Julie Hora Williams, Director Jubilee Handbells
Deborah Kirkman, Dir. Weekday School, x3532
Jason Gardner, Sound Technician
Greg Deeter, Church Administrator, x3528
Gloria Summey, Administrative Manager , x3540
Cindi Ledford, Administrative Assistant, x3531
Caroline Easley, Financial Administrator, x3529
Colleen Roulerson, Food Service Dir. X- - - John Watterson, Facilities Manager, x3533
Sherry Lindsey, Facilities Assistant, x3533
Wayne Monroe, Security, x3535

In Memory of Anita Austell
Betty Masters
Hal and Sonja Waddell
Memorial Fund

In Honor of Sharon Johnson
Backpack Program
Laura Peterson

FUMC Operating Fund
The Finance Committee would like to share
the following Operating Fund update. Thank
you for your support of this church!

YTD as of October 31, 2018
Actual

Budget

Revenue

$1,143,391

$1,136,225

Expenses

$1,167,258

$1,234,783

Please contact Caroline Easley (caroline@hvlfumc.org) or Greg Deeter
(greg@hvlfumc.org) if you would like more detailed financial information.

Dear Jack and FUMC Folks,
Thank you so much for inviting us to present Quilts of Valor to
church members. The whole evening was very special and we
were happy to be a part of it. Dinner was delicious and we all
enjoyed watching the Color Guard, the slides on the big screen
and the Wall of Veterans’ photos around the room.
I had no idea FUMC had so many Vets in its ranks! Thank you
again for all your work on our behalf.
Sincerely,
Didi Salvatierra and Members of WNCQG Blue Ridge Chapter Quilts of Valor

