
The Book of Revelation
Week 3 – Chapter 4

Chapter 4

1 After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I 
had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take 
place after this.” 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated 
on the throne. 3 And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the 
throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. 4 Around the throne were twenty-four 
thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden 
crowns on their heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of 
thunder, and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, 6 
and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal.

And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front 
and behind: 7 the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living 
creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. 8 And the four 
living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night 
they never cease to say,

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,
    who was and is and is to come!”

9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on 
the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on 
the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, 
saying,

11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God,
    to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,
    and by your will they existed and were created.”

Verses 1-2a – 

Notice the parallel to chapter 1, where the voice of the Son of Man is accompanied by John being “in 
the Spirit”. Here we get a clear picture of how the Spirit and Jesus work in unison to proclaim the 
Gospel. Jesus speaks and the Spirit opens the eyes to see and ears to hear.

It hearkens to what Paul wrote in Romans 8:26-27, “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For 
we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings 
too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.”

Now when the Son of Man speaks, he tells John he is showing him what will take place “after this”. 
What does he mean by “after this”?

The context is directly after John writes and sends the letters to the churches. So “after this” could refer
to both the immediate future and the far off future. That context should temper our expectations to not 
immediately jump to “end of days”. We should still expect that Jesus could be referencing some near 



future events, especially because what John sees in heaven could happen at really any time without us 
knowing.

We think that because we’re going to get this grand image, that we’ll one day see it and realize, “Ah, 
now’s the time that John wrote about in Revelation.” But the truth is a lot of what John saw would be 
going on in the background for us. So even supernatural events that many Christians thought they 
would see might have already happened, even as early as the second century, as God continued to work
in heaven while the church worked on earth.

Verses 2b-6a – 

So with this transition from earth to heaven comes an image that is very similar to that of the Son of 
Man that John saw at the beginning of his vision. Now he’s in the realm of spiritual beings and the first 
thing he sees is a throne with one seat, and upon that seat is another hard-to-imagine figure.

Now we’re not told who this image is. The answer is either the Father or the Son. The immediate 
thought is probably the Father because we know the Son of Man was just speaking to John and the 
description is different. However, in Isaiah and Ezekiel we see images of the one on the throne 
appearing like a man, so perhaps the one who was speaking to John is no longer beside him, but now 
upon the throne and looks different when he sits on that throne. Either way, it’s not super important, 
because both the Father and the Son sit on the throne for different reasons in Scripture, the Father for 
authority, the Son for Judgment, so perhaps what happens later will give us a better idea who is being 
represented here.

What’s more important, at least to this chapter, are the descriptions of this being. First we hear of the 
appearance of the one on the throne, like Jasper and Carnelian. Both of those are red colored. They are 
also precious stones. The representation of this description isn’t very clear. Red in the Bible represents 
all sorts of things, perhaps the most obvious being blood. It’s also often connected to sin. Here we get 
this clear contract of the one on the throne and those in white robes around the throne. Perhaps we’ll 
see what that contrast represents later.

But let’s talk about those in white robes. Based on what John sees, what are some things we can infer 
about them?

They are sinless. Perhaps they have been forgiven by God on account of Christ. As the psalmist writes, 
they have been made as white as snow. Or maybe they never sinned in the first place. We’ll come back 
to that. They have been given authority, in that they wear crowns upon their heads and sit on their own 
thrones. They are not simple servants or citizens of heaven, but have some authority, despite not being 
on THE throne. Finally, they are called “elders” meaning they have some sort of wisdom above others.

So who might they be?

If they constantly dwell around the throne of God, have been given authority, and are older and wiser 
than others, perhaps these are the council of God, the spiritual beings to which God has given authority 
to participate in decisions in creation. This works very well in conjunction with the following verse, 
where we see the “seven spirits” again, which we assumed referred to the Holy Spirit, although it could
be argued it referred to God’s Holy Council instead. With the image we just saw, we actually have a 
picture that includes both (and more!), so this just reinforces our previous interpretation.



And what about the number 24? Well to this one, we really have no good ideas. It’s not used anywhere 
else in Revelation and very rarely other places in scripture, like the number of oxen sacrifices given at 
the tabernacle dedication. Even combinations don’t really help. 12 has a clear meaning, but 2 doesn’t. 3
has a clear meaning, but 8 doesn’t. 4 has a meaning, 6 not as much, besides being half of 12. So we 
won’t read too far into that number, because we don’t have a clear scriptural basis for interpretation.

Now around these beings, we see more pictures of what the throne room looked like. We have a 
rainbow like emerald, flashes of lightning and peals of thunder, and a crystal sea. 

What would a rainbow around a throne look like? What shape? What does green represent?

A halo representing growth or health.

What does lightning and thunder coming from the throne represent?

Power and might.

What does the crystal sea between John and the throne else tell us?

That the gap between God and his creation is vast. Though one may approach the throne, they are still 
separated from the creator by a vast expanse.

Verses 6b-8 – 

In these verses we get one specific image: four creatures like animals, and one like a man, each with 
multiple wings, eyes on both sides of their body, around the throne praising God. Based on similar 
images from Isaiah and Ezekiel (which we saw in our spiritual beings study), who are these creatures 
and what is their role?

They are the seraphim, the guardians of the throne room. They are the burning ones who’s primary role 
is to keep creation in line at the command of God.

Verses 9-11 – 

The chapter ends with a description of a worship event, where the seraphim praise God, the elders bow 
down and offer their crowns before God, and give him honor by referencing the truth of his majesty 
and power. 

What hint in the hymn of praise might help us answer a previous question?

The elders are worshiping the one who’s will gave way to creation. If this is the one on the throne, who 
does this imply it is? The Father, who is the giver of the will, for the Son is the doer of the Father’s 
will.

So we end with this image of the Trinity and spiritual beings in the throne room of God that has many 
significant images, some of which we can interpret, others that we can’t. But the atmosphere around the
vision is all about praise and honor. Now, because the Son spoke to John about what is to happen next 
at the beginning of the chapter, we can assume that this chapter is merely a setup for more action that is
about to happen.



Chapter 5

1 Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and 
on the back, sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who 
is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under the 
earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, 4 and I began to weep loudly because no one was 
found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 5 And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; 
behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll 
and its seven seals.”

6 And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb 
standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits
of God sent out into all the earth. 7 And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who 
was seated on the throne. 8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-
four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which 
are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll
    and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
    from every tribe and language and people and nation,
10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
    and they shall reign on the earth.”

11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of 
many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”

13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that 
is in them, saying,

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”

14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped.

Verses 1-5 – 

Why does John weep when no one can open the scroll?

John wouldn’t know what’s inside the scroll (maybe he could guess), but what gave such an emotional 
response was because of who was holding it. It didn’t matter what it contained. What mattered is that it 
was something that God was giving, but no one was able to receive it. And to John, that was a very sad 
thing.

Compare verses 3 and 5. What do these verses together tell us about the Lamb?

The Lamb is outside of creation. Although Jesus was man, he is not included in the “heaven or earth or 
under the earth”.



Before we move on to the next section, think about the image that’s being shown John here. God has 
something to offer that no one has the strength to receive, but the Lamb steps in and receives it for 
them. Right in character for the Lamb.

Verses 6-8 – 

In these verses, John actually describes the Lamb that he sees after the elder spoke. Based on what John
sees, what do we learn about the Lamb in verse 6?

The Lamb 1) Has ultimate power. Horns represent might and 7 represents completeness. 2) The Lamb 
has authority over the Spirit. We see Jesus talk about sending the Spirit before he ascends, but if that 
wasn’t enough we also see the Lamb sending the Spirit here. This gives us another image of the role of 
each person of the Trinity.

Notice how the Lamb is the only one to approach the Throne directly. Here we see another picture of 
how separated he is above creation, though he physically participated in it.

Now when he takes the scroll, the elders and seraphim (four living creatures) fall down. Take note of 
the specific language here. There is a difference between bowing down and falling down. What is it? 
Falling seems to be lacking the ability to stand. The presence of the one before you is so great that you 
can no longer stand. When Jesus approaches the Father at the Throne and takes the scroll no one else 
could take, he exerts such power as God that all creatures cannot help but fall to their knees or on their 
faces.

Now each of these beings is said to be holding two things: harps and bowls of incense. What are the 
harps for and what is the significance of prayers of the saints being presented in incense form?

The harp is for the music they are about to sing. The fact that they’re always holding them seems to 
indicate that the songs are probably spontaneous and almost unconscious. They’re always ready to sing,
even if they don’t plan to. The incense gives us a picture of how God listens to His people. Incense fills
any room that it’s placed it. It doesn’t take very much to have a whole room smell like just a drop of 
scented oil. And this image shows that God likes to surround himself in the prayers of His people. It’s 
not like an email list going through one at a time, but here we see all the prayers being brought to God 
at the same time. And like we can (in a limited way) taste and smell multiple things at a time, God 
senses the wants and needs of his people whenever they come.

Verses 9-14 – 

The first song that’s sung is pretty easy to understand. We see an image that you could place over Jesus 
on earth and have it line up perfectly. Slain, blood given for all, kingdom, priests, future ruling… This 
isn’t anything we haven’t seen in the Gospels before.

However, the second hymn uses an interesting word for the attributes the Lamb possesses. It says he 
“receives them”. Who, then, is giving these things to the Lamb, and why?

The Lamb receives these things from two places. 1) The Father gives the Son these things. Today’s 
holiday actually shows us this one. We read from Luke, but in Matthew we see Jesus say, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” And in John before his death, Jesus clarifies that it’s the 
Father alone who grants authority. That being said, there is also a second source of these things, and 



that’s creation itself. Although he receives and possesses all might and glory and honor, etc. for being 
God the Son, he also receives it from those things that he has created and given free will to. Here the 
spiritual beings cry out that there is no better being to that deserves their wealth and honor than the 
creator himself.

Finally, in the third and final song, we see a change in those singing from those just around the 
throne/in heaven to everyone in heaven, earth, and under the earth. Where have we seen this image 
before? What implications do those similarities have?

Paul writes an extremely similar picture in Philippians chapter 2. He talks about Jesus, he talks about 
the Father exalting him, and then he talks about every created creature giving glory to God. The vision 
that John sees in these verses really solidify that Paul is as much of an apostle as anyone else. Paul 
understood this truth about God decades before it was even shown to John. The only was is if he really 
did speak to Jesus and the Spirit was revealing things even Paul didn’t understand.

Chapter 6

1 Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four 
living creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And
its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer.

3 When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” 4 And out 
came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that people 
should slay one another, and he was given a great sword.

5 When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And I looked, 
and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard what seemed to
be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three 
quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!”

7 When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!” 8
And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider's name was Death, and Hades followed him. And 
they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with 
pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth.

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for 
the word of God and for the witness they had borne. 10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign 
Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the 
earth?” 11 Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of 
their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves 
had been.

12 When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the 
sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the 
earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. 14 The sky vanished like a scroll that 
is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 15 Then the kings of the 
earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, 
hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, 16 calling to the mountains and 
rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of 
the Lamb, 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”

Seal One – 



Are we given any indication as to when these things will happen? What about where?

We are not told. Keep that in mind as we read. There is no indication that these refer to the last day, 
NOR that they happen at the same time. The seals are opened, but the scroll isn’t just ripped open. It 
happens in steps. So take “end times” out of your head and listen to these images as if they could 
happen in the past, present, OR future.

Seal one opening brings out the first of four riders. What are the details of the first rider and what might
they represent?

We see white, a weapon, and a crown. This rider has purity, power, and authority. He is also the first. 
The image we’re given sounds a LOT like Jesus. He is the firstborn of the dead, the king of kings, and 
the only one fully pure within creation.

Now the Lamb is the one opening the seals, so the question is: Is John seeing this as a vision within a 
vision, or is it actually happening as he watches. If he’s seeing an image of what will happen when the 
first seal opens, the first rider COULD be Jesus. It also could be Jesus if it’s happening at the same time
as the seal’s being opened, because God is not limited to being in one place at one time, but it also 
opens the possibility of this being someone like an archangel.

Why is this important to think about? Who it is and what they’re doing might give us a hint to when 
these things are happening. Just keep that in mind. If this IS Jesus, it COULD line up with his work in 
the Old OR New Testament OR the future.

Seal Two – 

With the second seal opened we see another rider. His horse is bright red, which makes a lot of sense 
because we’re told that with the rider comes war and bloodshed. We’re also told that he was permitted 
to take peace from the earth. What does this mean? Where have we seen something like this before?

We saw a similar thing in Job. Satan was permitted to take peace from Job’s life. The Babylonians are 
permitted to take God’s people into exile. Jesus is permitted to be taken into custody and die. God 
permitting peace to be taken almost always coincides with his people being tested or punished. But 
notice it’s not just his people here, but the earth. Consider the ramifications of God letting what 
happened to his people in the exile or Job happen all over the world.

Again, perhaps a hint at when these events might occur.

Seal Three – 

This is perhaps the most interesting of the seals being opened. We see yet another ride, but a few 
unique details come with this one. First, this is the only time we hear a voice speak after the rider 
comes forth. Rides 1, 2, and 4 come in silence, but 3 and his scales invoke some voice to speak.

Now, we’ve come to think of scales in someone’s hand as scales of justice because of Greek 
mythology, but that’s not what’s happening here. The scales are being used for what the voice speaks 
about: wheat and barley and oil and wine. What does the voice speaking about trade goods imply about
what will happen when this third rider comes?



There will be famine. The voice is speaking price-control measures to ensure that food can be rationed. 
During the time that these events occur, famine will come to wherever the third rider appears.

Seal Four – 

The fourth and final horseman comes forward, riding a pale green horse. You even wonder why spirits 
are portrayed as transparent green ghosts in a lot of media? This is why. And although this one does not
speak like the others, we do know the rider for once: the personification of Death with hell following 
behind him. And notice again, like the 2nd and 3rd riders, death and hell also must be given authority to 
bring their plagues.

Now what does the things that this rider brings tell us about the timeline of these riders (and the seals)?

They are not necessarily happening at the same time. The second rider brought war and death and the 
third famine, but when the fourth comes he brings those things as well, this time together. So it’s likely 
that by the time the fourth comes, the famine and death from the 2nd and 3rd riders has subsided, at least 
for a short while, so it would be clear that this death and famine was part of a different event, one even 
more deadly than the first two. 

Seal Five – 

With the fifth seal, the focus shifts from earth back to heaven, where John sees an altar (perhaps an 
incense altar) and the souls of the martyrs under it, speaking to God asking when justice would come 
for those who martyred them.

What is God’s response and what can we learn from it?

1) In giving them white robes instead of a direct answer, God is telling them what’s the most important 
thing. They have been given righteousness and nothing that happened to them on earth matters 
anymore.
2) They are told the justice would wait until everyone who was to be martyred for the sake of Jesus had
died. This meant that God was still working in specific ways, even after Jesus’ mission was done, and 
that God would leave no one behind. Not just to them, but also to HIM, righteousness and saving 
people was more important than justice.

Seal Six – 

The opening of the sixth seal brings this rich image of many things happening within creation at the 
same time. Where have we seen almost all of those things already happen in a short time?

Holy week. Not only does Jesus speak to his disciples predicting a time of tribulation with many of 
those things, but the earthquake and darkness actually happened on Good Friday. He talks about the 
women crying for the mountains to fall on them as he walks to Golgotha, quoting Hosea’s prophecy 
about retribution for sin.

Notice the fear included in these verses. People hiding, wrath imminent… What image in the Bible 
should this lead the reader to recall?



Eden. This is the exact same picture we see the first time man fell into sin. Fear, shame, hiding, and 
wrath. Again, a few details that might help us understand when these things are happening. We’ll 
conclude the timeline (and our guesses) when we get through the 7th scroll events through chapter 9.


