
The Book of Revelation
Week 9 – Chapter 13

Chapter 13

13 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on 
its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet 
were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his 
throne and great authority. 3 One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound 
was healed, and the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. 4 And they worshiped the 
dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like 
the beast, and who can fight against it?”

5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was 
allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against 
God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 Also it was allowed 
to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and people 
and language and nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not 
been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. 9 If 
anyone has an ear, let him hear:

10 If anyone is to be taken captive,
    to captivity he goes;
if anyone is to be slain with the sword,
    with the sword must he be slain.
Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.

11 Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke 
like a dragon. 12 It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and
its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 13 It performs great signs, 
even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, 14 and by the signs that it is 
allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make 
an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 And it was allowed to give 
breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those 
who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain. 16 Also it causes all, both small and great, 
both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, 17 so that no 
one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. 18 
This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the
number of a man, and his number is 666.

Verses 1-10 – The First Beast

The first details we see are very similar to the Dragon’s from chapter 12. We see horns, diadems, and 
the number 7, all used by the Dragon to mimic the creator and deceive creation. But this time we have 
one blatant difference: the blasphemous names written on its heads. There is no deception with the first 
beast. It blatantly shows that it is against God. Thus, we should expect it to have a slightly different role
than the dragon. Based on verse 2, what is the role of the first beast?



The first beast, despite being subject to the dragon, is the one who rules and guides the rebellion against
God. The dragon probably wants to keep moving around and deceiving, so he assigns one of his 
servants to command those he has drawn to his side.

We see that the beast has a mortal wound on one of its heads, but the wound has healed. What is the 
wound and why is it only on one head?

This question I don’t think can be answered so far in Revelation alone. There are too many guesses we 
could make, but we need some sort of comparison if we want to try and make an accurate guess. For 
this, we head back to Daniel chapter 7 to a similar description of something Daniel saw:

3 And four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. 4 The first was like a
lion and had eagles' wings. Then as I looked its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted up from the 
ground and made to stand on two feet like a man, and the mind of a man was given to it. 5 And behold, 
another beast, a second one, like a bear. It was raised up on one side. It had three ribs in its mouth 
between its teeth; and it was told, ‘Arise, devour much flesh.’ 6 After this I looked, and behold, another,
like a leopard, with four wings of a bird on its back. And the beast had four heads, and dominion was 
given to it…

19 “Then I desired to know the truth about the fourth beast, which was different from all the 
rest, exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws of bronze, and which devoured and broke in
pieces and stamped what was left with its feet, 20 and about the ten horns that were on its head, and 
the other horn that came up and before which three of them fell, the horn that had eyes and a mouth 
that spoke great things, and that seemed greater than its companions. 21 As I looked, this horn made 
war with the saints and prevailed over them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was 
given for the saints of the Most High, and the time came when the saints possessed the kingdom.

23 “Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast,

there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth,
    which shall be different from all the kingdoms,
and it shall devour the whole earth,
    and trample it down, and break it to pieces.
24 As for the ten horns,
out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise,
    and another shall arise after them;
he shall be different from the former ones,
    and shall put down three kings.
25 He shall speak words against the Most High,
    and shall wear out the saints of the Most High,
    and shall think to change the times and the law;
and they shall be given into his hand
    for a time, times, and half a time.
26 But the court shall sit in judgment,
    and his dominion shall be taken away,
    to be consumed and destroyed to the end.
27 And the kingdom and the dominion
    and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven
    shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High;



his kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom,
    and all dominions shall serve and obey him.’

Daniel sees the beast and notices the metals that made up it’s claws and teeth and the power it held. He 
doesn’t mention any animalistic details of the beast, but he does mention 2 details that are very similar 
to the beast John sees. What are the two details that both Daniel and John see?

1. Both beasts come out of the sea.
2. Both beasts have 10 horns.

And because Daniel focuses on the material and power of the beast and John focuses on the looks of 
the beast, there aren’t any contradictions that would lead us to believe these have to be different 
creatures. In fact, the descriptions work perfectly together. The first beast John sees is very likely the 
last beast Daniel saw, especially because the fourth beast was the beast that was yet to come in Daniel’s
vision, and, as we just read, was the one who would make war with the saints until… Judgment 
Day… exactly what John is seeing visions leading up to.

So Daniel and John see the exact same beast being unleashed upon creation preceding the Last Days. 
Look back to the first 3 beasts from Daniel 7 and compare their descriptions to the first beast 
from Revelation 13. What’s interesting about the first beast’s description?

It seems to be a combination of the other beasts. The lion, the bear, and the leopard are now together 
into one beast, who is the most deadly of them all. So let’s put all the pieces together and try to 
understand what that means in creation.

What are we told the 10 horns represent in Daniel 7? Kings/rulers, with one king arising, destroying 
three others, and being the worst to God’s people for a time, times, and half a time. Remember that 
from last week? A year, two years, half a year, or 42 months, exactly how long John saw Jerusalem be 
taken by the enemy when the dragon was at work…

And if the 10 horns are 10 rulers, then the heads are most likely… kingdoms. And one of those heads 
had a mortal wound that was healed. If the heads are earthly kingdoms and the horns are earthly 
rulers being used by the dragon or the first beast, what does one of them being wounded 
represent, especially to God’s people?

The power of the beast is not infinite. It’s like those superhero movies where they’re fighting someone 
that seems invincible but then you see a bit of blood dripping from them and you realize, “he can be 
hurt”. That’s hope for God’s people in these days. The beast is the one who seems to be in control, but 
even the beast has weaknesses.

Now the next few verses are more straight forward. People on earth see the dragon and the beast at 
work and are drawn to their power. And the beast does exactly what you’d expect, speak openly against
God and declare war on God’s people. And we see the beast conquering God’s people, but what can 
the first beast NOT do to God’s people (which it CAN do to everyone else)?

It has no claim to authority over them. It can fight them, even kill them, but ultimately it has no power 
to claim them. Despite all its efforts, the beast cannot bring any of God’s people with it down to hell. It 
can lead the non-believers to their demise, but God’s people are protected, even through death.



And notice the finality of the words in verse 10. If anyone is captive, to captivity he goes… These 
words remind me of what C.S. Lewis wrote about hell, “I willingly believe that the damned are, in one 
sense, successful, rebels to the end; that the doors of hell are locked on the inside.” Or as my homilitics 
professor liked to put it, “First they lock God out of their lives, and eventually the time comes when He
locks them out of His.”

People are free to make their own choices, and if they choose the dragon and the beast, then they 
choose everything that goes with them.

Therefore, listen to the warnings and stand firm in the faith. If you do this, you will be safe in that day.

Verses 11-18 – The Second Beast

11 Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke 
like a dragon. 12 It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and
its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. 13 It performs great signs, 
even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of people, 14 and by the signs that it is 
allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make 
an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 And it was allowed to give 
breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause those 
who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain. 16 Also it causes all, both small and great, 
both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the forehead, 17 so that no 
one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. 18 
This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the
number of a man, and his number is 666.

Immediately notice the similarities and differences of this second beast. Again, there is a callback to the
Lamb symbolizing that like the first beast and the dragon, the second beast also has some facade of 
being “like God”, but it still has a different role from the other two.

If the dragon is the deceiver and whisperer, tricking many to rebel against God, and the first 
beast is the authority of the rebels, sitting on the throne and ruling politically, what role does the 
beast who has “two horns like a lamb” yet speaks “like a dragon” have?

He is the complement to the first beast. The dragon brings everyone over, then the first beast rules the 
political realm while the second beast rules the religious realm. The first beast wields the dragon’s 
power while the second beast wields the dragon’s speech. He is like a lamb, innocent and harmless, but 
also a dragon, loud and bold.

The second beast is the one who is not on the throne, but among the people. It speaks openly and 
performs signs. For those who are in awe of the first beast’s power and authority, the second beast 
seizes the opportunity to draw their hearts in alongside their minds. It even goes so far to not only 
convince the rebels to make an image of the first beast, but then give it life so that the idolatry might 
have a physical, tangible form for people to hold onto.

Then, once it has drawn them in, look at what it sets up. Read verses 16 and 17. What parallel (but 
mirrored) do we see in verse 16 to an image seen earlier in Revelation? What parallel do we see in
verse 17 to an order seen in the Old Testament?



Verse 16 parallels the sealing of the saints with a mark upon their heads. The second beast has its own 
mark, clearly separating them from the saints, disallowing anyone to ride the fence. We know this 
because verse 17 mimics the theocracy of the Old Testament. This time it is the dragon and its beasts 
that set up a society under their power, and you must choose a side: participate in that society as one 
marked by the beast, or be an outcast as one marked by God.

Finally, we get a glimpse into what the mark of the beast might look like, and that’s the number 666. 
The one detail we’re given is that it’s the number of a man. Let’s try to break down what those two 
things might be indicating.

First, the number of a man. What does this mean? I think the simplest interpretation is that the second 
beast will appear as a man. Unlike the dragon and the first beast who work behind the scenes or from 
above, the second beast is the one among the people, and the image of the first beast that it gives life to 
is probably in the image of a man, a form that people would be more willing to follow. This especially 
makes sense with Daniel 7, where the loudest voice against God (the small horn) would be another king
and take over 3 of the 10 kingdoms against God.

Second, the number 666. This number has been researched for millennia without a clear answer. Some 
try to use it to pinpoint a specific person to be the incarnate beast, but that’s just ended up like theories 
about the end of days. They come up with random connections that force answers which don’t ever 
come to fruition. The only Biblical hint we might have is the connection to mankind and specifically 
not being the number 7. Man was made on the 6th day, and if the beast is attempting to take over 
mankind (and the number 7 is God’s number), then perhaps 6 is the best number to represent his plan, 
and perhaps three sixes for the three figures of authority, dragon and two beasts.

That being said, there is no clear answer to the number.

It should be noted that this chapter is where the term “The Unholy Trinity” comes from. It seems that 
when Satan rebelled against God, one thing he liked was how God was three persons, each with a 
distinct role. The dragon seems to be the one who decides and wills plans, mirroring the Father. He 
establishes a beast to sit on a throne, ruling over a kingdom, mirroring the Son. Finally, he sets up a 
beast to be among and with the people, drawing their hearts away from God, mirroring the Holy Spirit.
They are colloquially known as the Devil/Satan, the Anti-Christ, and the False Prophet.


