
The Book of Revelation
Week 8 – Chapter 12

Chapter 12

1 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains 
and the agony of giving birth. 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with
seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. 4 His tail swept down a third of the stars 
of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give 
birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. 5 She gave birth to a male child, one who is 
to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne, 6 and 
the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be 
nourished for 1,260 days.

7 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the 
dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them 
in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and 
Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown 
down with him. 10 And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has 
been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 And they have conquered him 
by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto 
death. 12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, 
for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”

13 And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman
who had given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle so 
that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where she is to be nourished for a 
time, and times, and half a time. 15 The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the 
woman, to sweep her away with a flood. 16 But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth 
opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 17 Then the 
dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those 
who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of 
the sea.

Verses 1-6 – The Woman and the Dragon

So in these few verses we get two characters and a few actions. Let’s start by defining the characters, 
starting with the child. We’re not given too many details about the child, but we don’t really need 
many. We’re told it’s a boy, it will rule all nations, and is taken up to the Father and His throne. Who is 
this clearly representing? Jesus.

Now let’s talk about the woman. The immediate thought that we have is probably “the one who birthed 
Jesus, that’s Mary”, but let’s not jump ahead. Let’s do what we did with the child and look at the details
first. It’s important to note that the woman herself is immediately introduced as “a great sign”. The 
word for “sign”, seimeion, is also the word for miracle. So something about this woman is miraculous.



Now right away that’s easy to see because like the angel in the previous chapter, she’s given qualities 
that are often reserved for God himself: clothed with the sun, moon under feet, crown of stars. Last 
week we look at how the sun is representative of righteousness, therefore something with this woman 
involves righteousness. The moon under her feet probably represents what? Power. Last week we 
look at feet and footstool in the Bible, when the angel had his feet planted on land and sea, and saw that
often it was in connection with God’s power and subjugation of creation.

Then finally, the crown. We know from Revelation already that crown represents authority. Remember 
that this is different than power, as power lets you do something, but having authority means you don’t 
necessarily have to do it, because it will be done for you. Now the follow up question to that then is 
who does this woman have authority over? We’re given two clues: twelve and stars. Where have 
we seen this number and image before and what did they mean?

Twelve is the number in relation to both the tribes and the apostles. It represents God’s people, old and 
new. What about stars? What do they represent in the spiritual realm? Just last week we saw one fall 
from heaven with a key. In the Old Testament we saw the sun, moon, and stars represent very a specific
type of spiritual beings. They are God’s holy council members, which in Revelation were perhaps the 
24 elders around the throne.

If the 24 elders are indeed references to the 12 tribes and 12 apostles, then they are also representative 
of God’s people. So if the woman here has a crown of twelve stars, what does that mean together 
with the other details she has? And based on the events of this first paragraph, what else makes it
likely that she serves in a similar capacity as the 24 elders, despite only having 12 stars?

The crown and moon under her feet represent that she has authority specifically over God’s people, not 
everyone, and being clothed in the sun shows that that authority is for the purpose of bringing 
righteousness. And this works well with the 24 elders representing God’s people, old and new, because 
despite only having 12 stars, the climax of this paragraph is around the birth of her son, Jesus. So the 
12 stars first represent God’s people through the tribes, but then after the birth of her son, represent 
God’s people a different way, another 12 through the apostles.

That’s all well and good, but the question we started with still remains: is this Mary? Well, there’s a few
more details that might help us determine this, and they occur at the very end of the paragraph. After 
the woman gives birth, she flees to the wilderness for 1260 days. Where have we seen that 
number before and what did it represent?

We saw it in chapter 11, where the city of Jerusalem was overtaken for that amount of days, and it was 
42 months, lining up with the 42 years the Israelites were in exile. So here again, we get 42 months of 
exile. What Biblical story does this vision historically line up with?

Mary and Joseph taking Jesus to Egypt. After the birth of Jesus, because of Herod’s attempt to kill all 
male children under the age of 2, Mary and Joseph take Jesus across the desert to Egypt to stay safe 
until Herod dies. Oddly enough, it’s about 42 months, or 3 and a half years, before they’re allowed to 
return.

So once again, details are lining up that we’re seeing an image of Mary, the woman chosen by God to 
birth the messiah, in this vision from John. That being said, one detail does derail this comparison just a
bit. In this passage from Revelation, the child is taken to be with God BEFORE the woman goes into 



the wilderness. So if we’re overlaying the details with Mary and the birth of Jesus, it’s close but not 
exactly perfect.

Again, this is where it’s a good time to stop and think about the context. John is seeing all these things 
from a heavenly viewpoint. Only once so far (last week) are we told that the people on earth actually 
see what John saw, which lead to the one time they actually repented. But aside from that, John is 
seeing events play out in the spiritual realm that don’t often appear the same way in the earthly realm.

Which is to say, I don’t think that the woman is Mary, but I definitely think it is representative of Mary.
John is seeing God’s plan of salvation through the Messiah from the other side. The woman represents 
God’s people and the plan for them. Through the tribes would come the child who would rule all 
nations. But then that child would come, live, testify, die, rise again, and then be taken to his father in 
heaven. And then, the new 12, those who now follow Jesus and his fulfillment of the Law, are still 
represented by the woman, and just like Mary had to flee with Jesus, God’s people are still on the run 
from the dragon, for sin was defeated, but still remains as long as sinful creation remains.

So John sees this vision of the Messiah’s work and how it affects God’s people, and it’s very similar to 
the literal birth of Jesus, but John sees a bit more expanded view of the plan. This is important to 
understanding the timeline. For those who think these verses literally refer to Mary, that puts this event 
in John’s vision at the birth of Jesus. This means for them, the seven seals and seven trumpets have 
already passed and after the time of Jesus immediately begins the last days. However, if the woman is 
merely representative of Mary and how God’s plan for salvation occurred similarly to how he used 
Mary, then this chapter could essentially serve to give John the context for what’s going to happen in 
the last days, and because the dragon is a reoccurring character, it’s likely that God is doing just that, 
giving John the background for a being he’s about to see in the last days.

And speaking of the dragon, let’s talk about him. So far what we know about him is that he is red, has 
seven heads, ten horns, a diadem for each head, he has some authority over stars, and he’s waiting to 
devour the child of the woman.

Now these details are very interesting because what are the details of this dragon very similar to 
in Revelation?

The lamb, who had 7 horns and 7 eyes. We see the number 7 as that number of completeness and 
perfect, which shouldn’t belong to someone like the dragon. That being said, there are also similarities 
to the one on the throne, in terms of authority (crown) and color (red/carnelian/jasper). This dragon 
seems to possess very similar qualities to the way the Father and the Son present themselves, which I 
think is actually a clue as to who this is. Who else often attempts to appear like God Himself in 
order to deceive people?

Satan. The devil is constantly trying to look and act similar to how God does just with small enough 
changes to lead people astray. The fact that this dragon seems to be a mixture of the one who sits on the
throne and the lamb probably means that this is Satan.

Now that aside, there are a couple of other interesting details about the dragon. First is that he has some
authority over stars. Apparently he is so persuasive and deceptive some of the other spiritual beings, 
and even council members, are turned to his side as he was the one who swept some of the stars from 
heaven.



The other interesting detail is that he isn’t actively against the woman, or God’s people, until the child 
ascends to the throne. His focus was always on God, but once that’s out of his reach, he seems to thrash
about and then focus on what he actually can impact, humans.

Verses 7-12 – The Conflict in Heaven

One of the first questions that might arise when reading these verses is “when did this happen?” We 
know that Satan was cast out of heaven by the time of Genesis 3, when Adam and Eve were tempted. 
However, what did we learn about what Satan was allowed to do in our Job Bible study?

Satan, though cast out of heaven, was still allowed to speak to and be in the presence of God. “Now 
there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came
among them.” He does this twice in a short time. Though he is no longer one of God’s angels and no 
longer resides in heaven, God still allows him to travel before the throne and talk to him. Think of it 
like a non-believer mockingly praying. God would still hear those words, even if the one saying them 
was evil. So apparently Satan is given the same treatment. Though punished, God allows him to exist 
and have free will. All that seems to happen after verse 4.

But then this event in verse 7 happens. After the Christ had already come, and after he had failed to 
stop him on earth, Satan and the angels and spiritual beings he had deceived seem to try one more time 
to take heaven. They once again fail, archangel Michael and his angels being more than enough to stop 
them. And this time, as Satan was thrown down, his angels were also thrown down. This time they 
weren’t deceived, but were cast out. And then the voice from heaven speaks. What moment in the 
Biblical story does verse 10 line up with?

Jesus’ victory on the cross. The authority and kingdom and victory of Christ come at the same time the 
accuser is thrown down. This lines up interestingly with 1 Peter 3:19, where after Jesus died and was 
raised by the Spirit, we are told he “went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison”. Why did Jesus 
descend into hell after dying? Perhaps to proclaim victory for the events we just read about in 
Revelation 12.

It also lines up well with verse 6. After failing to devour the child, satan begins to thrash about now 
focusing on the woman. “But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great 
wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” And the result of that we begin to see in the next 
paragraph.

Verses 13-17 – The Conflict on Earth

Notice now that the dragon is also referred to as the serpent. Now there’s absolutely no doubt that this 
is Satan, who has been referred to as the serpent since the fall in Genesis 3. Notice also that although 
the woman “fled” in verse 6, verse 14 makes it clear that she was saved.

Now, where have we seen the “time, times, half a time” before and what does it line up with here 
in Revelation?

Twice in Daniel was he given that amount of time in a vision. Here it lines up perfectly with the 1260 
days or 42 months. The woman was in the wilderness for 3.5 years, which is one year, two years, half a 
year. Why they’re divided, like Daniel, may have to do with events that happen and split up that period 
of time, but for now we don’t know what those are.



As the dragon chased the woman, he opens his mouth and water pours out. The likely intention is that 
he’s hoping to drown her. But instead of drowning her and stopping God’s plan on earth, the earth 
opens its mouth and swallows the water. Does anyone remember where we’ve seen this image in 
scripture before?

Numbers 16 recounts the rebellion of the grandchildren of Levi and Reuben, led by a man named 
Korah. They did not believe that Moses and Aaron ought to speak for the Lord, believing that they had 
done so themselves just to put themselves above everyone else. For their unbelief, in the morning God 
separated the people from the rebels and caused the earth to opens its mouth and consume the rebels 
and their families.

God is the one who controls the earth. When He opens its mouth, it is to protect his people. Here in 
Revelation, the same thing happens for the woman, who represents God’s people through the apostles. 
God continues to protect his people from unseen threats, just as he did in the days of Moses. This 
makes Satan furious, and he is constantly searching for some weakness to exploit, which is why he left 
the woman and went to search for cracks in the foundation somewhere else.

The final sentence prepares the reader for chapter 13. Since devouring the child didn’t work, and 
warring in heaven didn’t work, and destroying God’s people didn’t work, the dragon will look for 
another way to attack God. More on that next week.


