
The Book of Revelation
Weeks 7 – Chapters 10 & 11

Chapter 10

1 Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a 
rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. 2 He had a little 
scroll open in his hand. And he set his right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land, 3 and called 
out with a loud voice, like a lion roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. 4 And when 
the seven thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up
what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down.” 5 And the angel whom I saw standing on
the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven 6 and swore by him who lives forever and ever, 
who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it, that 
there would be no more delay, 7 but that in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh 
angel, the mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.

8 Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, “Go, take the scroll 
that is open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 9 So I went to the 
angel and told him to give me the little scroll. And he said to me, “Take and eat it; it will make your 
stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.” 10 And I took the little scroll from the 
hand of the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach 
was made bitter. 11 And I was told, “You must again prophesy about many peoples and nations and 
languages and kings.”

Verses 1-7 – 

As the chapter begins, we immediately run into the question of who is this mighty angel? He is not one 
of the seven with trumpets and probably not one from the groups of four angels. However, we do have 
one clue before we get to his characteristics, and that’s the word “another”. This is actually the second 
time we’ve seen a mighty angel in Revelation, the first being at the beginning of chapter 5, the angel 
who asked who was worthy to open the scroll. The use of “another” is for this reason. We’re told it’s a 
different angel than that one, but also similar.

What makes this angel similar to the mighty angel in chapter 5? Consider their roles. What objects are 
they both connected to?

They are the presenters of the scrolls of God. The first one presents it to the heaven, earth, and under 
the earth. The second presents it specifically to John. So what we know is that this angel has a special 
role and authority dealing with the very literal role of angels: bringing a message. Note: this ISN’T 
Jesus. He is sometimes referred to as “THE angel of YHWH”, but we know that in this vision the lamb 
has been sitting upon the throne and opening the seals at the same time that John sees this mighty 
angel. Also, if it was Jesus, he wouldn’t be given a title also given to other angels. That being said, this 
is a very special angel, perhaps the most special of all angels, because we also heard many other details
about this angel that are quite interesting. Let’s look at those. As we go through these descriptions, I 
want you to think about where we’re seen them before.



1. Came down from heaven – Gospels, John 6:38 – Jesus

2. wrapped in a cloud – Tabernacle Holy of Holies – Yahweh

3. rainbow over his head – Flood, Throne – God the Father

4. face like the sun – Transfiguration, Revelation 1:16 – Jesus

5. legs like pillars of fire – Egypt, pillar of fire by night and cloud by day – Yahweh

6. right foot on sea, left on land – Creation Day 3 – Trinity, Footstool – Father/Jesus

7. loud voice like a roaring lion – Hosea 11:10. Joel 3:16 – Yahweh

So this angel, unlike other angels, has numerous qualities of God himself. One might say that this angel
had the image of God. Perhaps in the same way that humanity, the highest of earthly creatures, was 
given the image of God, maybe heaven has a similar hierarchy, those who are given the highest 
position of spiritual beings also having the image of God. Interesting to think about, but ultimately just 
a tool used to point us back to God.

Now, after the angel speaks, seven thunders sound that form words (because John was about to write 
down what they said), but then the voice from heaven, presumably the Lamb who has been giving the 
highest commands so far in Revelation, speaks to John and tells him not to write down what was just 
revealed to him. So we have to pause and ask “why”. Why is this part of the revelation being hidden 
from us? Well, the answer lies in what we learn in the last 3 verses of this paragraph.

What do verses 5-7 tell us about what the thunders said? Why was John not allowed to write that 
down?

The thunders spoke of what would happen at the last trumpet. This mighty angel is the herald of the 
final sign before the last days officially begin. This means that the revelation of the thunders would 
reveal exact details about what would take place and when. It would essentially be a “when this 
happens, the last days will immediately follow” and God did not want to reveal that. As we’ve talked 
about before, knowing when these things would happen would just lead to a mass repentance when 
they happen, but no fear of sin before that day. If you know when the last days were coming, why be 
faithful until you absolutely had to?



Verses 8-11 – 

Now, instead of writing down the thunders’ words or even reading the scroll, John is commanded to 
take the scroll and eat it. Odd, but surely there’s a reason. And that reason is given in two details.

1. The scroll is sweet in the mouth, but bitter in the stomach

The first detail is a direct reference to Ezekiel 2:8-3:6:

8 “But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like that rebellious house; 
open your mouth and eat what I give you.” 9 And when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to 
me, and behold, a scroll of a book was in it. 10 And he spread it before me. And it had writing on the 
front and on the back, and there were written on it words of lamentation and mourning and woe. 

1 And he said to me, “Son of man, eat whatever you find here. Eat this scroll, and go, speak to 
the house of Israel.” 2 So I opened my mouth, and he gave me this scroll to eat. 3 And he said to me, 
“Son of man, feed your belly with this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it.” Then I ate it,
and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey.

4 And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with my words to them. 5 
For you are not sent to a people of foreign speech and a hard language, but to the house of Israel— 6 
not to many peoples of foreign speech and a hard language, whose words you cannot understand. 
Surely, if I sent you to such, they would listen to you.”

In these verses, we don’t know how it felt upon Ezekiel’s stomach, but it tasted sweet. The sweetness is
clearly a reference to being God’s Word. No matter what it says, God’s Word is good. So why does 
John’s (and perhaps Ezekiel’s) stomach become bitter? Look at verses 10 and 4-6. Ezekiel wasn’t being
sent to people open to the Gospel, but specifically unfaithful Israelites, where preaching God’s Word 
would be hard despite the language being easy. The bitterness is likely a reference to the contents of the
message. This was not a message of joy, but anger and wrath.

Perhaps this is what John’s message was to. He is being sent to preach one final message of God, but it 
will be bittersweet like the scroll. There will be revelation, but also condemnation. Keep that in mind as
we continue through John’s revelation. Look for pockets of condemnation that the bitterness of the 
scroll foretells.

2. John is commanded to prophesy about peoples, nations, languages, and kings

Here we see a change in object of John’s revelation. Up to this point, John has written to churches and, 
presumably, God’s people. But here John is given words not just about God’s people, but every nation, 
tribe, and language. This stands to complement the end of chapter 9, where the sinful people saw the 
calamity, but did not repent. Only God’s people really understood what was going on and who was 
doing it. But now, for this last trumpet of the last seal, it will be revealed to all.

And with that command, John is given task...



Chapter 11

1 Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and measure the temple 
of God and the altar and those who worship there, 2 but do not measure the court outside the temple; 
leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and they will trample the holy city for forty-two 
months. 3 And I will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, 
clothed in sackcloth.”

4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 5
And if anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes. If anyone would 
harm them, this is how he is doomed to be killed. 6 They have the power to shut the sky, that no rain 
may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have power over the waters to turn them into 
blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire. 7 And when they have 
finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will make war on them and conquer
them and kill them, 8 and their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city that symbolically is 
called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. 9 For three and a half days some from the 
peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be 
placed in a tomb, 10 and those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and make merry and 
exchange presents, because these two prophets had been a torment to those who dwell on the earth. 11 
But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up on their 
feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. 12 Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to 
them, “Come up here!” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies watched them. 13 
And at that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand people were 
killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.

14 The second woe has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come.
15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The

kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever
and ever.” 16 And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and 
worshiped God, 17 saying,

“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty,
    who is and who was,
for you have taken your great power
    and begun to reign.
18 The nations raged,
    but your wrath came,
    and the time for the dead to be judged,
and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints,
    and those who fear your name,
    both small and great,
and for destroying the destroyers of the earth.”

19 Then God's temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his 
temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.



Verses 1-3 – 

Now, just note the timeline of where we are. These things occur in the same time period as the locust 
plague and the plague of sulfur and smoke. The locust plague is referred to as the first woe. The plague 
of sulfur and smoke from the mouths of angels’ horses is the first part of the second woe. We are still 
within that second woe, as verse 14 will transition us from 2nd to 3rd. Again, this reiterates that these 
signs and woes and plagues won’t necessarily be quick, but might actually be a very long process.

So what do we see? After eating the scroll and being commanded to prophesy, John is given a 
measuring rod to measure the worthiness of those in God’s temple and before His altar. John is given 
an active role now within the vision. What significant detail might this add to the timeline?

If John is given an active role, perhaps this means the signs John has seen leading up to this point have 
already happened and John’s role right before the 7th trumpet happens during his lifetime. If that’s true, 
then where we fall in this timeline would be whatever is next.

That being said, since time in God’s realm, and perhaps even the spiritual realm, is not linear, John’s 
active actions in this vision might be something happening outside his lifetime, but he’s being given an 
opportunity to serve in that unique way for a brief moment.

The first explanation seems to be the most obvious one, but the second one lines up very well with 
John’s vision being given from a heavenly perspective. So both work well with the context of 
Revelation, and we’re unfortunately still not given a definite timeline and where our current day falls 
within it.

To add to that, the command is very brief and not at all the focus of the following verses. Instead the 
verses focus on those outside the temple. Those inside the temple are faithful followers. But those 
outside the temple are those who need help in those days.

So God says that for 42 months (42 years from Egypt to Canaan?), while the unfaithful defile God’s 
city, he will plant two witnesses to testify to them. And here’s what he says about those days:

Verses 4-13 – 

Here we are given a vision (again, heavenly or literal? We don’t know) where two witnesses, seen as 
lampstands and olive trees, are set on earth to testify about God. Anyone who tries to harm them is 
destroyed. And they are given power to perform many great signs. However, when their testifying is 
over, the beast of the bottomless pit will rise and kill them. Note that the best isn’t the locusts or the 
king of locusts, the angel. This is a different creature which we’ll return to in later chapters.

What prophecy of an earlier seal does this hearken to?

The fifth seal and interlude between and sixth and seventh seal. God still has a plan, which includes 
martyrs for faith.

After they die, the people who John was just called to prophesy to walk the streets and gaze at them, 
some even celebrating for they hated the messages the witnesses gave. But after three and a half days, 
they rose to life again and ascended at the command of a voice from heaven.



What are the signs in verses 11-13 very similar to in the Bible? They are reminiscent of Matthew’s 
Gospel:

51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the 
rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to 
life. 53 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared 
to many people.

Even in death, God’s people are saved and used as witnesses to His glory and might. But this time, it’s 
not the son of God who dies, but the unfaithful, a tenth of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, will die. 7000 
out of the 70000 inhabitants of the city would die, and the rest would finally recognize that God was in 
control, definitely of this current event, but also perhaps of the events that had happened in the past that
they just shook off.

Verses 14-19 – 

Finally we get to the seventh trumpet. With this, the voices in heaven reveal that heaven and earth now 
overlap. The kingdom that was previously separated has become one. And the 24 elders give a brief 
outline of the timeline up until this point.

Notice that they don’t use the future tense. They are focused on what is happening now. They begin 
with the present and present perfect tenses. “We give thanks… you have taken… have begun...” They 
put that in contrast to everything that’s happened in the first 6 seals and trumpets, “nations raged… 
wrath came… and the time...” God had poured out blessings upon the righteous and wrath upon the 
unrighteous, but now it won’t just be a little at a time. Now the kingdom of earth IS the kingdom of 
heaven, and there will be no escaping the coming judgments.

And to signify that, we see the temple opened and the ark appear. What exactly is being represented to 
John in verse 19?

Because the temple on earth was destroyed and people met God through Jesus, there was no longer and
physical holy place. With the sounding of the 7th trumpet, God’s physical return is being announced. 
The temple in heaven (which now is one with earth) is once again present. What about the ark?

The ark represented God’s connection to mankind and His promise to them. God wasn’t just going to 
be present, but like with the Israelites He would travel with them and participate in their lives.

Bonus: What were the three items in the Ark of the Covenant and what do they symbolize?

The tablets, representing God’s Law. A jar of Manna, representing God’s mercy and provision. Aaron’s 
staff, representing God’s leadership and priesthood.

The return of the ark means the return of the theocracy. But this time, not just to the Israelites, but all of
creation. 


