
The Book of Revelation
Weeks 6 – Chapters 8 & 9

Chapter 8

1 When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 2 
Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them. 3 And 
another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he was given much incense to 
offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne, 4 and the smoke of the 
incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel. 5 Then the angel 
took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, and there were peals of 
thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.

6 Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to blow them.
7 The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood, and these

were thrown upon the earth. And a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were 
burned up, and all green grass was burned up.

8 The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with fire, 
was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. 9 A third of the living creatures in the sea
died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.

10 The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and 
it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. 11 The name of the star is Wormwood. A third
of the waters became wormwood, and many people died from the water, because it had been made 
bitter.

12 The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the 
moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be darkened, and a third of the day 
might be kept from shining, and likewise a third of the night.

13 Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew directly overhead, 
“Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that the three 
angels are about to blow!”

Verses 1-5 – 

These verses begin with a silence after the opening of the seventh seal. This isn’t too notable of an 
event because we, as humans, already understand silence to be a sign of reverence and we’ve also seen 
how actions that happen at the throne of God cause all creatures to respond unconsciously (like falling 
on their knees/faces).

What IS interesting is what happens next. After the seal is opened and the silence passed, seven angels 
appear before the throne of God and are given trumpets, but they aren’t just any generic angels. Notice 
the definite article “THE seven angels”. They are a specific group. Based on what we’ve talked about 
in class thus far, who might the seven angels be? Where have we seen “seven” in conjunction with 
angels? What does the definite article “the” tell us about their possible rank among spiritual 
beings?

The seven we’ve seen all over the place, but specifically with angels in the second and third chapters of
Revelation. John was given letters to send to seven churches, and he sent them to seven angels. Perhaps



the same angels that ushered out God’s will for the first part of John’s vision are now holding the 
trumpets.

What the definite article tells us is that they probably have higher authority than other spiritual beings, 
especially since this particular group is being connected to God’s throne. Perhaps they are archangels. 
Who better to usher in part of God’s plan for the earth than the greatest of God’s messengers (besides 
Jesus)? Consider what Gabriel says to Zechariah (who we’ll talk about again in just a few minutes) in 
Luke 1:19, “And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was 
sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.”

This second one actually lines up with old Jewish tradition, where in the book of Tobit (an apocryphal 
book that may actually contain some things God’s followers did and saw, but isn’t believed to have 
been written and inspired by the Holy Spirit, and therefore isn’t a part of the Bible) an archangel 
Raphael says, “I am Raphael, one of the seven angels who stand and serve before the Glory of the 
Lord.” And this was written around 300 years before the Gospel of Luke.

So perhaps this is one of the times where the apocrypha actually lines up with Christian belief. Perhaps 
a faithful Jew named Tobit did actually see and archangel of God and saw one of the seven archangels 
that stand before God’s throne. If that IS who these angels in Revelation are, that would certainly be an 
interesting connection. On the other hand, there is an equal chance these aren’t archangels, but normal 
messengers that were just chosen for this task.

Either way, these seven are given trumpets which signify a warning/introduction/announcement is 
about to take place. But before that announcement happens, one more angel joins the group. This one is
carrying a censer (incense swing) that contain the prayers of the saints (just like we’ve previously 
seen). What’s the purpose of a censer and what might it be signifying here?

A censer helps disperse the incense more rapidly. What that means is the prayers of the saints are being 
brought before God at a quicker pace. And if the prayers that we saw earlier are the same ones we’re 
seeing now (i.e. “when will you bring justice for those martyred?”) then this image is supposed to 
create a climax in this vision. Something is about to happen, like perhaps God is getting ready to 
actually answer their question now.

And then verse 5. The angel takes fire from the altar, puts in the censer, and throws it at the earth. 
Prayers for justice + fire from heaven = prayers answered. That’s the role of this angel. As the seven 
prepare to blow their trumpets, one more messenger comes and reminds the reader why this is 
happening. The seventh seal brings the answer the saints have been waiting for.

And with that, the scene is set for the trumpets to blow...

Verses 6-13 – 

The first four trumpets all usher in their events in a very similar way. What I want to focus on is not 
necessarily WHAT happened, because we’ve seen very similar images already in Revelation, but 
instead TO WHAT it happened. Sun, stars, hail, fire, mountains, etc… all falling, that’s pretty normal 
images of end days, which Jesus told his disciples about.



But what’s really interesting here is the number they’re attached to… one third. Now, I could have you 
speculate wildly about what that number might mean, but despite it containing the number, it’s not 
actually connected to three, so I don’t want us to go down that path.

What I will do is read you another part of the Bible where we actually see this number, Ezekiel 5.

1 And you, O son of man, take a sharp sword. Use it as a barber's razor and pass it over your head and
your beard. Then take balances for weighing and divide the hair. 2 A third part you shall burn in the 
fire in the midst of the city, when the days of the siege are completed. And a third part you shall take 
and strike with the sword all around the city. And a third part you shall scatter to the wind, and I will 
unsheathe the sword after them...

11 Therefore, as I live, declares the Lord GOD, surely, because you have defiled my sanctuary with all 
your detestable things and with all your abominations, therefore I will withdraw. My eye will not spare,
and I will have no pity. 12 A third part of you shall die of pestilence and be consumed with famine in 
your midst; a third part shall fall by the sword all around you; and a third part I will scatter to all the 
winds and will unsheathe the sword after them. 

And also in Zechariah 13.

7“Awake, O sword, against my shepherd,
    against the man who stands next to me,”
declares the LORD of hosts.
“Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered;
    I will turn my hand against the little ones.
8 In the whole land, declares the LORD,
    two thirds shall be cut off and perish,
    and one third shall be left alive.
9 And I will put this third into the fire,
    and refine them as one refines silver,
    and test them as gold is tested.
They will call upon my name,
    and I will answer them.
I will say, ‘They are my people’;
    and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’”

Based on what we see in Ezekiel 5 and Zechariah 13, what are thirds connected to?

Destruction. Going against God means inevitable downfall. And the number God uses a few times to 
represent how many will be destroyed is a third. So what this means for Revelation 8 is that we’re still 
not at Judgment Day yet. You have 7 seals leading up to the destruction of the earth, but at the opening 
of the 7th seal, you have 7 trumpets that lead up to the destruction of the earth. It’s not immediate, and 
might actually take a long time for all these things to happen.

We also learn from Zechariah that these images might not be literal, but metaphorical language to help 
the reader understand. In the same way that a third was refined by fire, representing being made 
tougher through trials and guidance, the thirds being destroyed by falling stars, seas of blood, and 
falling hail and fire might also be images of things that would show the horror of the coming 
destruction without actually being literal.



Perhaps what John is seeing here is simply that when the Day of the Lord approaches, there will be one
final famine, disease, drought, etc. that will happen. However, we don’t know when because similar 
things happen during the other seals, but we do know it won’t be everything yet, because God just 
mentions it happening to part of creation.

Now that’s most of the second half of this chapter, but there are a few things I want to clear up before 
we move on. First of all, who is this happening to? One unique clue is the word “Wormwood” during 
the third trumpet. The word for “wormwood” means “bitter” or “poison” and is used 8 times in the Old 
Testament. When related to ingesting it, it only appears twice, both in Jeremiah (9 and 23).

9:13 And the LORD says: “Because they have forsaken my law that I set before them, and have not 
obeyed my voice or walked in accord with it, 14 but have stubbornly followed their own hearts and 
have gone after the Baals, as their fathers taught them. 15 Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel: Behold, I will feed this people with wormwood, and give them poisonous water to drink. 

23:15 Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts concerning the prophets:
“Behold, I will feed them with wormwood
    and give them poisoned water to drink,
for from the prophets of Jerusalem
    ungodliness has gone out into all the land.” 

Both times God references the unfaithfulness of his people tied to false idols. The wormwood is used as
a punishment for those who are faithful to other Gods, and specifically those who lead God’s people 
astray. If that understanding does indeed remain true for the Revelation vision as well, then the third 
who will suffer leading up to Judgment Day are specifically unfaithful people. And if that’s true, I 
would NOT want to be a televangelist when that third trumpet blows.

Finally, one last interesting detail before the chapter ends. In the last verse we see a warning about the 
last three trumpets that are about to blow, but notice who is speaking: an eagle. This is the ONLY time 
in Revelation (spoilers, I know) that an earthly creature is used by God to speak His Word. However, 
“eagle” is not the only translation of the word. In fact, it’s only used 5 times in the New Testament. 3 
times in Revelation, and once each in the Gospels of Luke and Matthew, referencing a very similar 
topic from Jesus. Read Luke 17:20-21, 37. What word did Jesus use instead of “eagles” and what 
was he talking about?

The word “eagle” simply means “bird of prey”. Here Jesus uses the word “vulture” to signify that. 
What the eagle or vulture is connected to is this image of the Day of the Lord. He warns his people not 
to be lead astray by false prophets saying it’s coming at X time. Just like you can look for vultures and 
know where the dead things are, so it will be with the last day. No one will have to tell you… everyone 
will know when it happens.

The last verse of chapter 8 is a call back to this image from Jesus. With the coming last three trumpets, 
everyone will know what’s happening. The bird of prey is circling the earth, the end is nigh.

And I think that’s such a cool way to transition between the time leading up to the end, and the events 
of the end. God uses this unique image of a bird of prey to signify Himself and creation. And that sets 
us up for chapter 9...



Chapter 9

1 And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was 
given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. 2 He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the
shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with the 
smoke from the shaft. 3 Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they were given power like
the power of scorpions of the earth. 4 They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any green 
plant or any tree, but only those people who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 5 They 
were allowed to torment them for five months, but not to kill them, and their torment was like the 
torment of a scorpion when it stings someone. 6 And in those days people will seek death and will not 
find it. They will long to die, but death will flee from them.

7 In appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: on their heads were what 
looked like crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces, 8 their hair like women's hair, and their 
teeth like lions' teeth; 9 they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the noise of their wings was 
like the noise of many chariots with horses rushing into battle. 10 They have tails and stings like 
scorpions, and their power to hurt people for five months is in their tails. 11 They have as king over 
them the angel of the bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called 
Apollyon.

12 The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come.
13 Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden 

altar before God, 14 saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are 
bound at the great river Euphrates.” 15 So the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour, the 
day, the month, and the year, were released to kill a third of mankind. 16 The number of mounted 
troops was twice ten thousand times ten thousand; I heard their number. 17 And this is how I saw the 
horses in my vision and those who rode them: they wore breastplates the color of fire and of sapphire 
and of sulfur, and the heads of the horses were like lions' heads, and fire and smoke and sulfur came 
out of their mouths. 18 By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and 
sulfur coming out of their mouths. 19 For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, 
for their tails are like serpents with heads, and by means of them they wound.

20 The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of 
their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and 
wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, 21 nor did they repent of their murders or their sorceries or 
their sexual immorality or their thefts.

Verses 1-11 – 

Alright, wow. What a terrifying image. Creatures like a combination of locusts, scorpions, and people. 
Think of a scorpion, that could fly, and was a highly intelligent being. Now multiply them. What a 
nightmare that is being unleashed at the sound of the fifth trumpet. That being said, there are some 
limiting factors that give us hope.

1. They are not destroying everything.
2. They only last 5 months.
3. They cannot harm God’s people.

Though this seems like a plague of unbelievable horror, there still are limitations on it.

To follow that up, let’s talk about who’s in charge of the locust like creatures. We are given a name: the 
angel of the bottomless pit, Abaddon/Apollyon. Who is this angel and how do we know?



From Revelation: He is probably Satan because he himself was locked beneath the earth alongside the 
smoke and locusts. He was not in heaven or freely doing what he wanted with the earth. Only when 
God sent a star with a key (bonus question: who is the star? A term in the spiritual beings study we saw 
correlate with God’s holy council members) was he allowed to come out, and even then he was limited.

From the Old Testament: This angel is almost exclusively connected to Sheol. Sheol is Hell and 
Abaddon is Destruction personified. They go hand in hand, which makes sense when you think about 
Hell originally being created for the devil and his angels who first rebelled. In verse 1 we see that 
Abaddon himself was imprisoned in the bottomless pit.

So like we said before, even with the destruction, God is merciful in limited what is allowed to happen, 
even though the earth and everything sinful and broken needs to be destroyed.

Verses 12-21 – 

The sixth trumpet brings a bit more nuanced destruction. Unlike the fifth trumpet, these verses give us 
some very particular language before destruction is unleashed. Before we get into the destruction, 
we’re told of four angels being restrained at the Euphrates.

So far we’ve seen the grouping of four angels twice, what were those? The four horsemen and the 
four angels holding back the four winds.

Now lets think about the timeline so far. In this second vision (the first being the letters sent to the 
churches), John has seen the throne room, a scroll with seven seals, four horsemen and two more events
happen for the first 6 seals, a temporary break from the destruction with the 4 angels holding back the 
four winds while God’s remaining people were sealed, then the 7th seal and 7 trumpets, 4 being minor 
destruction and these 2 being more major destruction.

If chapter 9 is happening after the 4 horsemen were put on hold by 4 angels holding back the winds, 
and now we see 4 horsemen being released and destruction and plagues following them, who are these
4 angels most likely?

They are the four angels that held back the four winds. We know they’re not the four horsemen because
they look different, but they do fulfill a similar purpose, and are the ones holding back the four 
horsemen from total destruction.

But even so, notice the “third” again. Even with the 6th trumpet of the 7th seal, total destruction is 
STILL not here yet. God’s plan is not fully finished, therefore the earth must remain in tact until the 
proper time.

Also note that Euphrates is a common area from which enemies would attack. It’s highly likely that this
specific location is representative of war. So 4 angels released from the Euphrates would be interpreted 
as “angels bringing war”.

Now before we get to the last little paragraph, I want to note something about both trumpets 5 and 6. 
This is what John is seeing in heaven. He is seeing what isn’t necessarily seen by the human eye. Think
about who knocked down the walls of Jericho. The people didn’t see anything physical. God’s angels 
make things happen that we don’t necessarily see. So the locust creatures, if they are Satan and his 



demons, and their stinging pain probably won’t be something we literally see. More than likely it 
would be a worldwide illness that felt as painful as a scorpion sting that lasted much longer.

And for the 200,000,000 angels who followed the 4 angels at the Euphrates, they killed by essentially 
choking people. Again, it sounds like some kind of disease (especially with the mention of serpent 
heads and tails that would inject venom) that will kill people by doing something like shutting down 
the respiratory system. Sounds like COVID’s big brother. Horrifying.

But like we talked about last week, the language is just vague enough for no one to pinpoint the exact 
time or event. God’s not being specific because he doesn’t want to reveal when the end is coming, only 
give his people a vague picture about what to expect.

Finally, the last paragraph is why I don’t think people will see these events like John is seeing them. 
What in these last verses shows that it’s likely people will see the events of the fifth and sixth 
trumpets are just bad illnesses or diseases, not actually how they’re depicted here?

Those who survive are still unfaithful. If people saw supernatural plagues, they’d probably immediately
look for a supernatural answer. But the fact that God says they didn’t change their ways at all probably 
says they saw these deaths as just something normal, like disease, and didn’t think it meant they should 
repent and seek mercy from God.

Alright, that’s it for this week. Last seal, second to last trumpet. And these are the things leading up to 
the destruction of the world. Lots of pre-destruction, but also lots of limitations. Next week we’ll look 
at the tiny scroll and the last trumpet, leading us into the full picture of Judgment Day.


