
The Book of Revelation
Week 2 – Chapters 1-3

Chapter 1

Verse 1: Take note of the chain of command. God the Father gives Jesus a revelation, who sends an 
angel to show John, who writes to the churches. Why does God work through a chain of command?

He works within the confines of the order he established. He speaks through his Son, first and 
foremost, who commands the angels to assist in carrying our tasks and messages, who are given to 
spiritual leaders who are the undershepherds of Jesus and shepherds of congregations. Could God 
speak in a booming voice to the churches when they gather? Absolutely, but that’s not how he ordered 
creation, specifically His Gospel, to be shared.

Verse 4: Why was John told to write to just the churches in Asia? What is significant about those seven 
churches? Why didn’t John write to, say, the church in Rome?

John helped establish the churches in Asia Minor. He oversaw the pastors and spiritual leaders in that 
region. He wrote to those churches because they were his jurisdiction. If God wanted to write a letter to
Rome, who would he reveal it to? Paul or Peter. God used John to speak to those who knew John. And 
clearly that was enough, because we have his letter today, despite being written to the churches in Asia 
Minor. So I’m sure if the Romans needed to hear it, they did.

Verses 4-5: Who are the seven spirits?

We are given a few hints as to the identity of the “seven spirits”. 

First, they, alongside he who is and was and is to come, bring grace and peace. They are not merely 
angelic messengers. They possess some higher authority, comparable to God himself. 

Second, the number seven. Throughout scripture, the number seven refers to completion and 
perfection. Clearly these spirits are seven for a reason.

So where does this leave us? With two answers:

1. They are members of God’s holy council of spiritual beings that surround his throne, and to 
whom he has given authority in decisions.

2. It is the Holy Spirit. The number 7 is a combination of 3 and 4, two prevalent Biblical numbers 
that refer to God himself and the four corners of the earth. Together, 7 could be referencing the 
complete presence of the Holy Spirit throughout creation.

So which one is it? It would be easy to say the first and move on, because that’s the simplest answer, 
but look at verse 5. 

The introduction starts with a reference to the Father and ends with a reference to the Son. Why would 
the middle reference be to the holy council and not the third person of the trinity. It seems that although
it’s strange to think of the Holy Spirit in terms of “seven spirits”, that seems to be the logical pairing 
with the Father and the Son.



Now, the language in verses 7 and 8 seem to be preparing the reader for things to come. John uses the 
future tense to talk about the Father and the Son, but don’t jump ahead just yet because first John has 
some present issues to talk about, the first being the introduction of his vision.

(Sum up vision)

In verses 12-16 we get this image of the Son of Man that John sees, and we can see how similar it is to 
what Daniel saw in his vision, in fact we had a chart that lined them up and they were almost identical. 
But one of the things that’s radically different is the sword coming out of his mouth. 

Verse 16: What does the sword represent and why is it double edged?

The sword is the word of God, an image used in both the Old and New Testament, and used frequently 
to refer to judgment that comes from the mouth of the Lord. The two edges represent a blade that cuts 
both ways. This is a reminder to John, and the seven churches, that judgment isn’t just for the 
unbelievers, but for the believers as well. Christians don’t get to skip judgment day. 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does 
the will of my Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 7:21

This detail should be a bit of a red flag for the reader as it’s a detail often omitted. 

Verse 19: Take note of what the angel told John to write: the things that you have seen, those that ARE 
and those that WILL BE. Another clear signal that the reader should expect a portion of John’s vision to
apply to the present. There are lessons that Christians need to learn NOW and ignoring them is directly 
ignoring God.

Chapter 2

If the word of Jesus is being sent to these churches, and out of his mouth comes a two-edged sword, 
what should we expect each letter to contain?

Each letter should contain a judgment of the wicked and a judgment of the faithful.

Let’s see if that image continues in these verses...

Verses 1-7:

What has the church in Ephesus done right?

They have held people accountable: tested works and actions, rejected heresies.

What folly has the church in Ephesus committed?

They have gotten so focused on what others have done wrong, that they have failed to continue doing 
what is right.



What does Jesus threaten to do if it’s not changed?

Remove their lampstand. What does that mean? (Hint verse 1) What does the lampstand represent? 
Chapter 1 told us they represent the churches. God is clearly working through the church in Ephesus as 
he has now used Paul, Peter, and John to speak directly to them, but he is threatening that he will 
remove his presence from them if they continue to get further and further away from him, and they will
crumble without him.

Verses 8-11:

What has the church in Smyrna done right?

They have persevered through trials and tribulations until this point.

What folly has the church in Ephesus committed?

They have been afraid of the outcome of some of those trials. They have not fully trusted God, so he 
reminds them to cast their fear away, for he is with them.

Unlike Ephesus, God doesn’t threaten the church in Smyrna, but instead promises life and salvation for 
continued and more faithful perseverance. While Jesus was introduced as the one who walks among the
lampstands to the Ephesians, to Smyrna he is the one who died and lives. A much more hopeful 
message is given to a more faithful church.

Verses 12-17:

What has the church in Pergamum done right?

They were faithful, even when one of their members was martyred.

What folly has the church in Pergamum committed?

Despite their courage, some have fallen doctrinally and believe incorrect beliefs.

How does God’s threat to Pergamum differ from Ephesus?

The threat is much more war oriented. We aren’t told if this is literal or metaphorical, but as bad as it 
sounds, it’s better than Ephesus. They are not threatened with losing their church, but instead a painful, 
yet ultimately healthy, purging of unfaithful members. Thus the language of the sword returning for this
specific church.

Verses 18-29:

What has the church in Thyatira done right?

Love, faith, and service, even more-so now than when they first began. That’s quite a feat!

What folly has the church in Thyatira committed?



The opposite of Ephesus. They are not holding one another accountable. Many members have fallen to 
lust because of one member that has been allowed to remain and continue teaching and tempting within
the church.

What threat does God give and to whom does He give it?

He threatens sickness and death to Jezebel and all who have sinned because of her. This is a much more
immediate threat than some of his other ones, and much more specific, because the sin is specific. But 
he only gives this threat to half of the church. The others who did not fall to temptation God has 
promised justice for their faithfulness and will not burden them like the others in the congregation.

Notice the duality of the Son of Man reference to this church: eyes of fire and feet of burnished brass. 
One causes destruction while the other is a careful polishing. Here we see that in the duality of 
Thyatira’s members.

Chapter 3

Verses 1-6:

What has the church in Sardis done right?

Some have not soiled their garments and are still worthy of saving in God’s eyes. This comes in 
contrast to the churches before, as for the most part they seemed good, but a small part has issues in 
need of correction. Here the right comes second because the wrong is the majority.

What folly has the church in Sardis committed?

Their works are not complete; they are dead. What does that mean? It means they are works apart from 
faith. They are doing things for the wrong reasons, perhaps for themselves or for righteousness or just 
without acknowledging God’s involvement.

How does God threaten those whose works are dead?

When God comes, it will be like a thief, quick, unknown, and against them. God is referenced as the 
one who has the seven spirits and the seven stars. This is a testament to His power. He is over all 
things, and he has authority over the book of life. Works are not enough for their names to remain in 
that book, so if they don’t repent and return to the Gospel, their names will be removed.

Verses 7-13:

What has the church in Philadelphia done right?

They have kept God’s word and not denied him despite holding such a small amount of power within 
society. Essentially, they refuse to bow down even if it would move them up socially.

What folly has the church in Philadelphia committed?



This is a tricky question, because it doesn’t seem like they’ve done anything wrong. The one thing that 
can be surmised about their situation is what Paul wrote about three times in his letters to the 
Corinthians and Colossians: not utilizing the open door set before them. 

Paul writes about the doors that God opened for him, but because of his obligations to others, he was 
not able to fully utilize the opportunity. He says he could have done more for the Ephesians had he not 
planned to visit the Corinthians. Perhaps the Philadelphians are suffering from the same limitations 
here. Because they hold such little power within their communities, they haven’t been able to fully 
utilize the opportunities God had given them. They themselves are faithful, but the city itself is still 
commanded and controlled by others, indicating the Gospel hasn’t made much progress there.

God will bless the faithful when he returns, but he hopes to find more faithful in such a large city. Thus 
his introduction, the one who opens and no one shuts. He has opened the door. No one can stop Him. 
Why are there so few Christians, therefore, in Philadelphia?

Verses 14-22:

What has the church in Laodicea done right?

Like the wrongs committed by the Philadelphians, this answer must be surmised by logic. We are not 
told of anything that the Laodiceans have done correct, but we are told that they are not cold. They 
clearly have some faith and are doing some things correctly, but it’s in perfect balance with what 
they’ve done wrong, so it’s not good enough to even commend some of them for.

What folly has the church in Laodicea committed?

They are lukewarm. What this means is that they have enough faith to confess Jesus as Lord, but too 
little faith to live as Christians. They have become lazy and stuck in their ways. They have forgotten 
their position in relation to God.

Why does God with they were either hot or cold?

Hot is obvious, that means they would be Christians with a fire in their hearts. But even cold is better 
than lukewarm, because it’s much easier to teach Christians who start from nothing than those who 
have become lazy in their ways.

And look at the image God uses for their faith: that he will spit them out. Hot and Cold water have 
uses, and God would gladly keep either of those, but lukewarm water is worthless. It doesn’t warm you
on a cold day or refresh you on a hot day. It’s tepid. You hold it in your mouth and it doesn’t even feel 
like anything. You’d rather have any other temperature of water.

And notice the language of reference to the Son of Man. He is referred to as the faithful witness and 
beginning of God’s creation. Both are in contrast to the unfaithfulness of the Laodiceans. The 
beginning of creation will later in Revelation be connected to a spring. From God comes living water, 
which is what should be springing forth from the Laodiceans, but instead it’s tepid water, giving 
nothing.


