
The Book of Revelation
Week 16 – Conclusion

Timeline of Revelation
     The Seven The Lamb Returns

   Opening of the Seven Seals                   Trumpets     Seven Plagues

   Satan    Satan Empowers the Beasts Beasts Deceive      Satan Rebels     Satan    
   Created   Satan Rebels/Cast Out         Satan Locked Away        Satan Released                Destroyed

Creation The Fall The Cross      Today               The End

   John’s Life
 

Themes in Revelation

The Lamb

The Lamb makes an appearance many times throughout the book of Revelation, and not always as a 
Lamb. John knows Him as Jesus, but in Revelation we see Him as 1) The Lamb, 2) The Woman’s Son, 
3)The Rider on a White Horse, 4) The Son of Man, and 5) The Voice from the Throne.

In Revelation we get a larger picture of Jesus’ role in the Trinity. He takes many forms because He is 
the Word of God, and words need to be spoken in different languages to be understood by different 
people. And throughout Revelation we see an obedient second person of the Trinity, listening for the 
Father’s instruction from the Throne or Temple, and fulfilling the Father’s will, even if it’s brought to 
Him by an angel. His role in heaven and in relation to the Father does not change. What we have seen 
in Jesus is exactly how he acts before the angels and the Father himself.

As for creation, ultimately the Lamb’s role is seen in his return. He first returns to earth at the site of 
Jerusalem, the holy city where the last two prophets were sent. In this way he retakes the mantle of 
prophet, bringing the Word of God to the people. We also learn that he led an army of saints, and later 
angels, showing his continued position as king, ruling over and directing his subjects. Finally, upon the 
Lamb’s arrival, angels are sent forth to herald his coming, preaching repentance and attempting to bring
the people back to God, fulfilling the role of priest.

These details in Revelation really highlight the unchanging nature of the Son of God, which teaches us 
two lessons here:

1. Despite no longer being incarnate, the Son of God is still very clearly working for and within 
creation.
2. Because he is the same in heaven as on earth, we can be confident the Jesus we read about, believe 
in, and follow is still true to this day. The same connection that can be drawn between the Old and New
Testament promise of a savior is clearly connected to us through the story of Revelation.



The Story of the Dragon
Surprisingly, one of the largest themes in Revelation is around the story of the Dragon, or as we’ve 
learned him to be, Satan. Revelation spends quite a hefty amount of chapters talking about the dragon’s
plans, actions, allies, and, ultimately, demise. So what gives? Why is all this information about the 
enemy so important that John needed to see it in his vision?

The story of the dragon is important in Revelation for three main reasons:

1. Know your enemy. God is showing this vision to John who is commanded to write it down for others
in general, but also a specific set of churches listed in the first three chapters. This makes it clear that 
God’s plan for creation still has parts that need to be accomplished and God’s people will need to 
endure a bit longer. Therefore, God show’s John (and us) a picture of the enemy and his schemes so 
that we can better understand what we will be encountering and be better prepared for it.

2. See his limitation. Alongside knowing who we will be contending with on earth as time progresses 
forward, we are given a few key indications of the dragon’s limitations. This is important because 
knowing your enemy doesn’t always mean having the strength to beat him, even if you’ve done it 
before. Knowing that Satan has limitations pretty harshly set in place gives us a bit of hope when we 
fail. It reassures us that God has everything under control, even when it seems like we’ve lost it.

3. Know your allies. When reading the Bible, often times we focus so much on what God is doing/has 
done on our behalf, and that’s great because it’s the purpose of this 66 letter book. But in Revelation we
get a glimpse of some of the other allies we are fighting alongside. Although this is the third point for 
thematic purposes, it falls right in between points 1 and 2 practically. Before we get to the point of 
seeing Satan’s limitation, we are engaged in a battle, and one of the things that helps us win are the 
spiritual allies God sends on our behalf. This is a fitting reminder for today, the Sunday celebration of 
St. Michael and all angels, who are literal beings that act within creation. They don’t just sit in heaven 
doing nothing, but they are working for your good at the command of God the Father. Even when you 
feel alone (aside from knowing that the Spirit both the Father and the Son have given you is always 
present), you can know for certain that there are more allies around you than you ever realized.

So those are the three things that the story of the dragon helps us understand: You know who you are 
fighting and can be prepared, you have allies that will help you every step of the way, and even when 
you fail, God still has the situation under control because Satan really isn’t as powerful as he 
sometimes seems.

Old and New Creation

The final theme is a double theme in that it encompasses two aspects of creation that don’t overlap. The
first is the story of the old (i.e. now) creation. As reviewed in the timeline above, the story of 
Revelation takes place not just at the end of days, but throughout the history of the world. In fact, more 
than half the book is dealing with events that happen in our age and before us.

The focus on “today” in Revelation doesn’t just make things easier for John who had to live in that 
time, but also for us because the “today” encompasses all time when God’s people lived.

So when John was tasked with writing letters, it was for the church of that day, but also for the church 
of THIS day. When God sent plagues and warnings to the people of that day, this day too. In the same 
light, when he sent the angels and prophets with the Gospel, so he continues to do today.



The book of Revelation may seem like a “not quite yet” book, but the truth is that it’s mostly a “right 
now” book. The story of Revelation is actively happening. John saw things in the past AND future. We 
are the future of John. So we should be looking at how out words and actions impact our lives and the 
lives of those around us, because we know how the story ends BEFORE it actually does.

Now, to balance that point out, we’re given a glimpse of that story ending. God shows us a small 
picture of what new creation will look like, most specifically our relationship with him through the 
image of New Jerusalem.

It’s used as a bookend because we’re supposed to be able to easily return to it. When you’re down, 
sometimes you just want to read the end of a good story again. The whole story can be enjoyable, but 
it’s that moment of victory that people want to be reminded of and recall those feelings when they first 
saw or heard it.

So John is shown the city of New Jerusalem and the final role of the Lamb as the last thing he sees. 
Despite having many roles throughout old creation, the Lamb only has a few roles in new creation, 
primarily giving light and life. These roles provide the most basic human needs. Everything we need to 
live in the new earth is taken care of by the Lamb. Everything else we can do on our own, for we are 
holy, perfect, and knowledgeable.

This picture of new creation is the perfect way to end the story, because it gives us the best part of the 
next book, but allows us to run free with our imagination pointed in the right direction. Each believer 
can imagine a perfect version of themselves moving forward, because the new creation will allow us to 
do that without messing up. And that makes Revelation being the last book easier to swallow. We’re 
left with much more of a sweet taste than bitter.

The Purpose of Revelation

From the three/four themes seen in the book of Revelation laid out across a timeline that moves back 
and forth as it retells different parts of the story, we begin to see some concrete lessons coalesce and 
become tangible. The purpose of Revelation can be stated in four parts:

Lamb – Confidence – Through the story of the son of God, Revelation shows us where our strength 
comes from for any task we are given. Knowing the full story of Jesus, including what is to come, we 
can gain confidence and have the strength to keep moving forward as Christians.

Dragon – Knowledge – By seeing the story of the enemy, Revelation shows us everything we need to 
know about the trials and temptations this world will bring. Using that knowledge and the gift of 
wisdom the Spirit of God brings, we can be prepared for all the bumps in the road along our journeys, 
especially knowing all the kinds of help we have behind the scenes.

Old Creation – Perseverance – Revelation laying out the full picture of creation from end to end reveals
the truth of consistency within creation. We learn that our situations, as dire as they might be, are not 
new or unique to us, but have been encountered and persevered through before. If they can do it, so can
we. And that’s not just a nice adage, it’s Biblical truth.

New Creation – Hope/Joy – The glimpse of new creation in Revelation gives us a hope that doesn’t 
rely on success in our endeavors, but success in spite of our endeavors. Whether we succeed or fail at 



all the things we try in life, the end remains the same. This may not make the current situation any 
easier to handle, but it will keep us from becoming hopeless, because nothing can take away the light at
the end of the tunnel. Nothing can stop God’s plan for creation from moving forward. And for the times
when things do go well, this truth only creates immeasurable joy in us.


