
The Book of Revelation
Week 15 – Chapter 22

Chapter 22

1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the 
river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree 
were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name 
will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the 
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the 
spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.”

7 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of 
this book.”

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell 
down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9 but he said to me, “You must not do 
that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words
of this book. Worship God.”

10 And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is 
near. 11 Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and 
the holy still be holy.”

12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he
has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and
that they may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually 
immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the 
root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the 
one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.

18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, 
God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are
described in this book.

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.

Verses 1-5 – New River of Life

What other image in Revelation is the description of the river of life in verse 1 reminiscent of? (hint: 
what gives the water the power of life?)

Early in Revelation we saw a crystal sea before the throne of God and now we see this river of life 
coming directly from the throne to the people and the tree of life. Originally, the sea before the throne 
created a gap between creation and its creator. Now the glassy sea has become a river that flows TO 
creation, because the sin the tainted the old heaven and earth is gone. There need not be a gap anymore.



Based on the opening paragraph in chapter 22, what event is being undone on the new earth?

The fall. The tree of life, which Adam and Eve were banned from, for it would have caused them to 
dwell in sin forever, is now returned to the people. With the absence of sin and evil, people can eat 
from the tree and live forever in only goodness.

That being said, there does seem to be a bit of metaphorical language here. While the tree seems literal,
and it’s purpose is obvious, what is the purpose of the fruit? (hint: note how many types there are)

Once again we see a 12 in Revelation, connected quite strongly to the twelve tribes and twelve apostles
throughout scripture. These were the foundations of God’s people, old and new. If the tree of life has 12
fruits, and 12 constantly refers to God’s people, then the fruit on the tree might not just be literal, but 
also metaphorical, referring to God’s Word, which is often put in contrast to physical consumption.

The tree of life likely brings life two ways: 1) Through eating and digesting, but also 2) through 
bringing God to the people. Those two things make the tree give life both physically and eternally (or 
spiritually). And John is given that hint by how the tree produces fruit.

The leaves, we’re told, were for healing the nation. How so? Well, throughout scripture leaves and trees
and large bushes serve as shade to protect people from the harsh sunlight and heat. Here the leaves heal
and outstretch to all the nations, once again promoting the idea that the tree of life and the river of life, 
both which come forth from the Lamb, are for all people. On the new earth, there will not be tiers of 
those who are worthy to walk with God and those who aren’t. It will be the same as when Jesus 
walked, who cared for even the lowest and most outcast.

This section ends reiterating what we saw in chapter 21 when we got a glimpse of the temple being the 
Lamb himself.

Verses 6-21 – Jesus is Coming

The “he” here references the subject who began this chapter: the angel. He says something to John that 
he and other messengers and even God himself has said to John already. Essentially, an “amen”. The 
word literally means “truth” or “this is true”. But immediately after this we get another quote. Verse 7 
is a popular quote that references the importance of the book of Revelation. Who is speaking it 
and how do we know?

At first glance, it seems like the angel, the one who was already speaking, continues speaking. And 
perhaps he is saying that the angel God has sent will be him appearing to the people on earth very soon.
But there are two details that tell us otherwise: 1. The “I am”, and 2. the “Behold”.

“I am” is a popular phrase used by God throughout scripture. It is a word of being. It’s reference to 
existence is perhaps why the creator used the phrase so often. In fact, he already used it in an identical 
way in the first chapter of Revelation, where he interrupted John’s monologue to state that, “I am the 
Alpha and the Omega who is and who was and who is to come, the almighty.” In verse 7 we get 
another interruption and “I am”, hinting that we might have switched speakers from the angel to God.

What really solidifies this theory, however, is the “behold”. Wa-hinneh, idou, “behold” is a word that 
used almost exclusively by God. Really the only times we see someone besides God himself use it is 



when a prophet/disciple speaks for God to the people. The fact that this sentence immediately comes in 
with an “I am” like God did in chapter 1 and the “behold” make it quite likely that God has taken over 
speaking to John to ensure that there is no mistaking who these words are coming from.

However, despite knowing who is to be worshiped, the magnitude of everything John is seeing once 
again causes him to fall down and worship, but again the angel tells him to not worship him for he is 
just a servant of God, not God himself.

Now, the next words can be a bit confusing to interpret. Why does the angel say, “Let the evildoer 
still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be 
holy”? What is he advocating for John to do?

While it seems like he might be saying “let people do what they want”, that’s not the message John 
would hear. John isn’t supposed to just let people sin if they want to. The reality is that people are 
going to sin and be evil and filthy no matter what. John has no power to stop people from living how 
they are. But what John does have is the Word of God. That is strong enough to change hearts and 
minds. So let the people keep living how they are living John, but bring them this Word. This is what 
will change things.

After this instruction, God again chimes in, warning John of the importance of these words. He is 
coming soon and he brings judgment. This time he refers to himself as Alpha and Omega, explicitly 
stating what we implied from the last interjection.

The next few verses are a summarizing of the imagery we have seen in Revelation so far. We see the 
white robes the multitude in heaven wore. We see those who stood against God and chose the beast. We
see the angel sent to John and John sent to the churches. And finally, we see the church as the bride of 
Christ, who offers them life through the water that has no cost. This is the story of Revelation in a 
nutshell:

The end is near, there are those for and against God, share the Gospel of Jesus for only those on God’s 
side will see the reward.

John ends the book with a pretty strict warning to those who have read it: if you add or take away from 
what is written in this book, there will be judgment. What ways might someone “add” to the book of
Revelation? What about “take away”?

The adding part is why it’s taken 15 weeks to get this far. When we read through Revelation, we’ve 
done our best to use Scripture to interpret Scripture and not make definitive stances on things we didn’t
full understand. We take what we can learn and what is clearly true, but don’t force things that aren’t 
fully revealed. If we did that, we would be “adding” to Revelation and making it our book instead of 
John’s. 

The “take away” part is unfortunately just as easy and common as the “adding” part. The easiest way to
take away from anyone’s words is to take them out of context. To use a part as a representation of the 
whole. How easy it is to make something say something completely different by leaving out a word or 
the sentence that came before it. But it happens all the time in Christianity. Here John makes a strict 
warning against that, too. If you’re going to talk about Revelation (small space), you need to talk about 
Revelation (large space). Or if you are going to talk about just a portion, make sure you know the 
context so you can correctly use that section.



And why is the punishment so harsh? Because these are the types of things that determine if you’re 
really a Christian or not. A Christian follows Christ. The don’t try to take the place of Christ. A 
Christian doesn’t get to pick and choose which parts they like and ignore the rest. We don’t get to add 
or take away what we want, because if we did, we wouldn’t be following Christ anymore. We’d be 
following ourselves with Christ on the side. And that’s not faith in a savior. That’s just having a nice 
teacher.

But John makes it clear at the end of Revelation: There is only one way… the Word of God, which is 
Christ Jesus. Take the words he wrote seriously. God’s definition of “soon” may be vastly different than
yours, but that doesn’t mean you can relax. Even if God doesn’t come soon (to us), the dragon and the 
beasts are at work. It is a war until the Lamb returns. And as we’ve seen, the dragon loves to make 
himself appear like his opponent to trick people. So hold onto these words from John and you’ll know 
the enemy when he comes. So that no matter how soon Jesus returns, you’ll be ready no matter what.


