
The Book of Revelation
Week 14 – Chapter 21

Chapter 21

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for 
the former things have passed away.”

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is done! I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the
water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God 
and he will be my son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the 
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire
and sulfur, which is the second death.”

9 Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and 
spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried me 
away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out 
of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear 
as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the 
gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— 13 on the east three gates, on
the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. 14 And the wall of the city 
had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

15 And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its 
gates and walls. 16 The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city 
with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. 17 He also measured its wall, 
144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an angel's measurement. 18 The wall was built of 
jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of the city were 
adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth 
emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, 
the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve 
pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like 
transparent glass.

22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp 
is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into 
it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 They will bring into 
it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who 
does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.

Verses 1-8 – New Heaven and New Earth

So chapter 21 opens where chapter 14 ended. Chapter 14 went through the reaping of the earth before 
it’s destruction, then the following chapters were details of that reaping, both with humans and spiritual



beings, and now we finally get to the point where the earth is destroyed. John isn’t shown exactly how, 
but he sees this image where the old heaven and earth no longer exist, and brand new shiny ones take 
their place.

In this vision, John sees a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven and extending to earth, representing the
place where God meets with man. What other Biblical location is being mirrored here at the 
creation of the new heaven and new earth?

Eden. Eden was upon a mountain just like Jerusalem, and it was the place that God designated to walk 
with his creation after he had created it. But in John’s time, he sees the same idea in just a different 
image. No longer are people wearing leaves and sleeping under trees, but are clothed and in houses in 
cities. And the image that John gets of this new Eden is now a well known and revered city, Jerusalem.

Also notice the parallels of actions that happen/don’t happen in this new Jerusalem. Death that was 
brought into the world by Adam and Eve in Eden is gone. The mourning of being kicked out of the 
garden disappears. The pain promised to Adam who would work the tough land and Eve who would 
give birth is no more. The curse of sin that began in Eden is reversed in new Jerusalem.

Now, as John continues to look on in awe of the new Eden uniting the new heaven and earth, God 
reminds him of his role: to record and witness what he has seen. He has to snap John out of his trance 
with an “idou”, the Greek word for “behold!” or “Hey! Pay attention! What’s about to happen next is 
really important!”

Verses 6-8 are words that God speaks reminding John of the promises of the messiah that both were 
and would still be fulfilled. What words in verses 6-8 show us that these words are references to 
Jesus?

It is done = it is finished. To the thirsty = I thirst (both on the cross and at the well). Without payment = 
paid by Jesus on the cross (the whole OT is about payment, so it can’t be that). The one who conquers 
= the lamb throughout Revelation (Jesus on the cross).

And just note the absolute confidence of these words. While the earth still spins beneath John’s feet, he 
hears his God say, “It is done.” Why? Because he is Alpha and Omega. “Done” does not exist outside 
of Him. “Being done” is a concept that He created. How can we be sure his promises here in verses 6-8
are true? Because literally nothing can or has happened without Him. Everything on the timeline is 
simply between beginning and end.

Now, the last thing John hears is the other side of the coin: the promise of destruction for the unfaithful.
And like the first few descriptions, this last verse also sums up the environment of Jesus on the cross. 
These were the very types of people who surrounded him then, and who still reject the truth of the cross
today. These are those apart from the Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit is what replaces these qualities and 
creates faith in Jesus as our savior.

What grammatical detail in verse 8 tells us that the lake of sulfur isn’t for people who do these 
actions, but instead those who’s whole lives are found in these actions?

Every group is a noun. “Liars” aren’t just “people who have told a lie”, but those who lie every chance 
they get. There is no moral compass telling them “don’t do it” because they’ve given themselves so far 



over to their sin. They are not being punished because they sinned, but because they’ve chosen to live 
fully within that sin, not caring about how it affects others.

Questions?

As the chapter continues, once again note the parallel to creation in Genesis. We probably want to 
know more about what the new earth looks like. We want to know exactly how it was destroyed and 
remade. But like in Genesis, God doesn’t focus on the entire world in the telling of the story. He 
focuses on the one, most important part of that story: Eden. Here too, instead of diving into details 
about the recreation of the earth and what it’s going to be like, he spends the rest of the chapter giving 
details about the one, most important place in new creation: Jerusalem.

Let’s read...

Verses 9-27 – New Jerusalem

Like in the previous section, we see the husband/bride analogy we talked about last week that is seen 
throughout scripture. This represents the excitement God has that he has a faithful people, the very 
reason for free will. And representing that union is now Jerusalem, where God and people meet. And 
John goes into detail to help us understand just why God is so excited about this part of creation.

Now there are a lot of details about Jerusalem and I don’t want to slow us down by picking apart every 
single one and trying to figure out what it means. In fact St. Athanasius, early Greek church father, 
warned Christians about looking into details too much and getting drawn away from the point of the 
story. But I do want to look at SOME details.

We see the number 12 appear many times in these verses: 12 gates, 12,000 stadia, 144 cubits, etc.… but
one 12 is more theologically interesting than the others. We’re told the wall of the city which had the 
12 gates guarded by 12 angels was built on 12 foundations, but that foundation was were the 12 
apostles of the lamb. Who would you expect to be the foundation of Jerusalem and why were the 
Apostles chosen instead?

You would think Jesus. He is the solid rock the house should be built upon and the cornerstone of our 
faith. But instead it’s the Apostles who stand as foundation for new Jerusalem’s walls. I think this 
happens for 2 reasons: 

1. Jerusalem is the uniting place of man and God, therefore the foundation represents the human 
faithfulness that was a part of the covenant. And because Jerusalem is a human built city, the 
foundations are the faithfulness of humans.

2. We’re told that it’s specifically the WALLS whose foundations were the Apostles, meaning NOT the 
entire city of Jerusalem. Walls are what keep enemies out and keep people safe inside. This was the role
of the Apostles. They spent much of their time keeping heresies out of the faith and teaching people 
what was right. They were the first line of defense against evil on earth. So the foundation of 
Jerusalem’s defenses are first and foremost built upon God’s human leaders.

The next paragraph contains many details about the city’s size and materials. What is being conveyed 
by the measurements of Jerusalem and what is being conveyed by the materials it’s made of?



The measurements speak to the precision of God. It notes the care that went into crafting each inch of 
the city. It wasn’t just thrown together, but perfectly planned. The materials show that not only is the 
city a city of wealth, but if we remember from the early chapters of Revelation, we come to the 
understanding that God is sharing HIS wealth with the people. He is the one who possesses the 
precious stones and uses them to build beautiful things.

Jerusalem is one of those beautiful things, specifically because it’s a place where we are with Him. It’s 
not just a place to visit, noting someone else’s wealth. It’s a place to stay, understanding the wealth is 
ours as well.

The final verses deal with the holiness of the city itself. The first thing that’s noted is that there is 
no temple. Why is this interesting based on what we’ve seen in Revelation so far?

We’ve seen both a temple on earth AND in heaven at this point, the one in heaven being where God has
sat on the throne and spoken. Even when God didn’t NEED a temple, He still chose to have one. The 
fact that there’s no temple in the new Jerusalem speaks to the lack of necessity for US. Those dwelling 
in new Jerusalem will not lack holiness like all of creation before. God no longer chooses to have a 
temple, because no part of creation would benefit from it anymore.

It’s temple is now simply the one who gave the temple power in the first place, the one who has already
taken away holiness, the Lamb, Jesus.

Finally, we learn that the glory of God gives light to the city, so that there will never be darkness there. 
But pay attention to what we can learn from the following verses. The light guides the kings and 
nations to come and bring glory and praise. This means that the earth will be inhabited as normal. 
Jerusalem isn’t the place where people will live. It’s where they will COME. But they will live like 
normal, across the earth, with societies and rulers in a way that benefits everyone.

And although Jerusalem has no night, the earth will still have day and night cycles.

The last verse has raised questions by theologians concerning life on the new earth. Notably, how much
free will will we have? Why does anyone have to be forbidden from it at all if everyone is holy?

Well, note the speaker of that verse. This isn’t from God’s perspective, but John’s. It’s not God saying, 
“The people who do evil won’t be allowed in in new creation”, but rather John understanding that all 
the evil he has seen in his life will not be allowed to taint this city like the his Jerusalem was. The last 
paragraph is essentially John noting the differences between the Jerusalem the people of his day knew 
and the one that will come in the end. So don’t mistake this for a commentary on “what life on the new 
earth will be like”. You can only extrapolate so much before you start making guesses.


