
The Book of Revelation
Week 13 – Chapters 19-20

Chapter 19

1 After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying out,

“Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,
2     for his judgments are true and just;
for he has judged the great prostitute
    who corrupted the earth with her immorality,
and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”

3 Once more they cried out,

“Hallelujah!
The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.”

4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God who 
was seated on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” 5 And from the throne came a voice saying,

“Praise our God,
    all you his servants,
you who fear him,
    small and great.”

6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters 
and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,

“Hallelujah!
For the Lord our God
    the Almighty reigns.
7 Let us rejoice and exult
    and give him the glory,
for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
    and his Bride has made herself ready;
8 it was granted her to clothe herself
    with fine linen, bright and pure”—

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 

supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 10 Then I fell down at his 
feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your 
brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy.

11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful
and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on 
his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. 13 He is clothed 
in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. 14 And the armies 
of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his 
mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of 



iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on 
his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.

17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the birds that 
fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, 18 to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh 
of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both 
free and slave, both small and great.” 19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their 
armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. 20 And 
the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which 
he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image. These 
two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 And the rest were slain by the 
sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged 
with their flesh.

Verses 1-5 – Rejoicing in Heaven

The first part of chapter 19 is very similar to responses we’ve seen in Revelation so far. The multitude 
celebrates and the seraphim and elders celebrate because God has fulfilled another promise, so like at 
the end of a verse, the chorus resounds the refrain.

I do want to note a few things though: First, that the smoke from Babylon goes up forever and ever. 
This is a pertinent note concerning the end of the false prophet’s reign. Before, we saw the dragon and 
beasts come and go, and their influence with them. But this has a note of finality. No more will the 
false prophet go to creation and lead them astray. There will also be no reprieve to her sentence. This 
punishment is the last and eternal one.

The other note I want to make is about the last verse. Who is speaking in verse 5 and how does it 
help us understand the role of the Father/Son as both being judges who sit upon the throne?

The Son is the one sitting and speaking, for the Son is the one who calls the Father “God”, just as Jesus 
did many times in His mortal life. But it’s Jesus who’s sitting and judging at this time. That being said, 
when the multitude and spiritual beings are cheering and thanking God, the Son reminds them that 
although he is sitting on the throne, it’s the Father who is behind all the planning and promises. Praise 
Him, too, for I only do what He wills.

Verses 6-10 – The Marriage Feast of the Lamb

As we continue to see very familiar language from the multitudes in heaven, the context transitions 
from a celebration around the throne of God to a wedding feast.

What event that happened in chapter 14 let the multitude know that the marriage of the Lamb 
and his people was being renewed?

Jerusalem was retaken by the saints. Many times in the Old Testament, God referred to his relationship 
with creation like a bride and groom. And usually, it was when the people were unfaithful. He claimed 
they were being unfaithful, like people sometimes do in marital relationships, because they had both 
made vows, but only one side was keeping them. The most notable example is the life of Hosea.



But although the people were still unfaithful, or even though the saints on earth were still sinful, the 
Lamb brings his army to retake the city where his temple was first built. This is a very tangible picture 
of the imagery God had been using for so long. This was the groom walking down the aisle and taking 
his bride by the hand to lead her out of the church.

This would be the last time that image would ever be used for God and his people, for after the reaping,
those who would be unfaithful spouses would be separated from the faithful, and the faithful would 
remain with the groom forever.

Now notice the clothing of the bride in verse 8. We’re told that the white garment represents the 
righteous deeds of the saints. But what word in verse 8 tells us that this ISN’T referring to 
“works righteousness”?

“Granted”. God allowed them to clothe themselves in white. They didn’t do it on their own. This 
language works perfectly with everything Paul wrote about righteousness and deeds. We are called to 
do good deeds, but it’s the Spirit working in us to produce those good deeds. It’s sin and death’s hold 
being severed by the death and resurrection of Jesus that allows us to pursue them and not be overtaken
by selfish desires. By the Gospel story, we are granted the knowledge and ability to perform truly good 
deeds, because it is God working through us instead of just us trying on our own.

Therefore the garb of white that the bride wears isn’t her own, but the one Jesus gave her to wear. His 
deeds given to her so that she might not be ashamed when standing before the throne.

The section ends in a way we’ve seen before. John is told to write something down, and clearly he 
does, but this time he is overwhelmed and falls down before the angel to worship. However, the angel 
is not God. He tells John he mustn't worship him, for he is nothing more than a fellow servant who is 
simply sharing the testimony of God, just like any other Christian.

This is an interesting detail because it tells us that angels know their place in creation. They know they 
are not higher than humanity just because they have more power. They are a part of creation that shares
a similar role to humans, just in the spiritual realm. Therefore, they ought to not worship one another, 
but worship God alone together.

Verses 11-21 – The Rider on the White Horse

This is the second time we see a white horse in Revelation. The first time was in chapter 6 when we 
saw the four horsemen which coincided with the first four seals on the scroll the Lamb held. We 
wondered if this horseman was Jesus because of the color and the crown, but ran into two problems: 1) 
The angel commanded the horseman and 2) the other horsemen were clearly not Jesus, so why 
wouldn’t all four be the same type of spiritual being.

Well the first problem was answered just a few chapters ago when we saw and angel directly command 
Jesus to reap the earth, not because it had authority over Jesus, but because it was coming directly from
the Father with a message for Jesus, one that could be heard and seen by everyone.

The second problem might be addressed here in chapter 19. We were never told who the first horseman 
was, just that he had a white horse and was given a crown, weilded a weapon, and was conquering. In 
verse 13 we’re told that this horseman is indeed the Word of God, I.e Jesus. And once again he comes 
conquering like so many times before.



Now, does this mean this horseman and the one in chapter 6 are the same? Not necessarily, but it 
definitely makes it more likely that it was indeed the Son of God that ushered in the breaking of the 
seals, and perhaps that’s why it also makes sense that the other 3 horsemen were different beings. The 
first was special because it was the first seal starting the end of days, and the rest of the seals, including
those horsemen, were just following what the first started.

So perhaps it’s the same person on the same horse after all. But regardless, In these verses we are 
given new details about this horseman (the Son of God) that we haven’t seen before:

1. He had a name that no one knows but himself. What is this name? Perhaps it is a new name he will 
give his people when creation is renewed, like Yahweh was given in the past. Other than that, we really 
have no guesses, if it’s to ever be revealed at all, or perhaps just for him.

2. His robe is dipped in blood. Whose blood is it? It would be easy to say the blood of his enemies, 
especially with mention of sword and winepress in verse 15, but it’s probably the blood of all creation. 
Jesus didn’t just get bloody fighting the enemy, but also taking our place on the cross. His robe being 
bloody is the reason the saints’ robes are white. So there’s kind of a double meaning here.

All the other details we’ve actually seen in either Daniel or Revelation, but these two new ones help us 
understand his role during this transitional period. He is bringing something new new, nothing we’ve 
experienced before, and it requires conquering and destruction to do so.

Now verses 17-21 overlap with verses we saw before in chapter 16. The sixth plague was the drying up
of water to allow the kings and people to gather against God, and the seventh was their quick and 
terrible destruction.

Here it seems we get that “other side” picture that we’ve been seeing in the last few chapters. Chapter 
16 showed us the earthly perspective of the reaping we heard about in chapter 15. Here we see just 
what it was like from the eyes of the saints. The Son of God came on a white horse with armies 
following him and before the battle even started, he told the vultures to come and prepare to eat.

However, this time instead of just seeing the people destroyed, we get to see what happened to the two 
beasts, the Antichrist and the False Prophet.

What happens to the Antichrist and False prophet when their hold on earth and it’s people is 
stripped from them?

They are thrown into the lake of fire and sulphur. This hearkens back to Matthew 25:41, “Then he will 
say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels.’” The two beasts meet the fire that was prepared specifically for them. And notice is says they 
were thrown in “alive”. They don’t get to just die and become nothing. They will suffer for eternity for 
the endless destruction they caused in creation.

Chapter 20

1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless 
pit and a great chain. 2 And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years, 3 and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that



he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he must be 
released for a little while.

4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was 
committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the 
word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on
their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The 
rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. 6
Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no 
power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.

7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will 
come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather 
them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 9 And they marched up over the broad plain of 
the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven 
and consumed them, 10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and 
sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and
ever.

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and 
sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. 
And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 13 And 
the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and 
they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 14 Then Death and Hades were 
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not 
found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Verses 1-6 – The Thousand Years

Once again we see the angel that is given the key to the bottomless pit (originally called a “star”). He 
opens the pit, takes Satan, and throws him down into it, locking the pit behind him. Now, along with 
this information and following it, we’re given some details that need deciphering.

1. We’re told the locking away lasts 1000 years.
2. We’re told that there’s a first resurrection where some saints reign with God.

So the two pertinent questions are: When does this 1000 years take place? And how are there two 
resurrections?

Let’s start with the first question. Based on the last few chapters of Revelation, when does this 1,000
years take place?

This is kind of a trick question. You’d think that it happens at the end of time because that’s where we 
are chronologically, but the last few chapters of Revelation have been jumping around. Even though the
first part of Revelation seems to be chronological, the last part definitely has not been. Therefore, the 
1,000 years don’t necessarily take place after chapters 14-19. In fact, turn back to Revelation 9:1. This 
is the first time we saw the angel with the key to the pit. But since we’re not necessarily reading the 
chapters in chronological order, the events of chapter 19:1-6, could be what leads up to 9:1.

Remember, when we were first introduced to the dragon, the chronology stopped and John was taken 
back through the entire story of the dragon’s rebellion. Like the poorly drawn picture on the whiteboard



a few weeks ago (and what we’ll see at the conclusion of this study), John is given layered timelines 
that overlap, but keep going back to flesh out details missed in the first showing. This is because 
mentioning those details during the vision would take away from the point it was trying to make, but 
they’re still important enough to go back to and talk about after.

Now why is this important to talk about? Because if you take the 1,000 years (or simply the entire book
of Revelation) as strictly chronological, 1. You have the same events happen multiple times for some 
reason, but also 2. You get this odd picture of the end of days, where Satan and the two beasts have 
been defeated and all their followers killed, but somehow time just keeps moving forward and the earth
that the Lamb conquered is somehow vulnerable again.

It doesn’t really make sense, but some denominations use these verses to mean Jesus is going to come 
again and rule before the end of the world, which doesn’t work chronologically with the rest of 
Revelation, despite needing to read it chronologically to get to this understanding. So it makes no sense
to read it chronologically, which also becomes a problem with the second question…

How are there two resurrections? What in the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) is 
similar to what we see in verse 4?

We see Jesus talk about the judgment throne, we see John beheaded for his faith, and we see people 
raised from the dead at the crucifixion. Oddly enough, many details about what it would be like when 
Satan is locked away look very similar to what happened when Jesus died on the cross. 

We know there aren’t two judgments, or chances for people who have died to get judged again, but 
there was already a mass resurrection on Good Friday. So perhaps what John is seeing here is what 
happened behind the scenes at the cross. Christ began his reign defeating sin, death, and the devil that 
day, raising many to life. And what happened to those who rose that day? Well, according to these 
verses they might have been Enoch’d, or taken up to heaven as to not die again.

Now, as for the 1,000 years with the first resurrection, who knows what this means? We don’t even 
know if the 1,000 is literal or just meant as “for a long time”, or in the context of Revelation, “until the 
end of days begin”.

And as we learned with the details so far, maybe that was a literal 1,000 years, and the end of days 
began in 1033 A.D. and all the details leading up to the Last Day have been slowly happening. We 
don’t know, but to take everything literally and chronologically doesn’t make sense within Revelation. 
So we shouldn’t jump there and try to make conclusions based on these verses.

This is why context is important. If we read chapter 20 in the context of the rest of Revelation, we 
won’t make obvious mistakes that some other denominations hold onto as some sort of Biblical truth.

Verses 7-10 – The Defeat of Satan

Now, as I said before, I think John is being taken back across the timeline and seeing the fall of the 
dragon and what lead up to it. Therefore verses 7-10 are summing up what we’ve seen in the last 10 
chapters. The dragon is released from the pit, he goes and deceives and uses his two beasts to draw 
people away from God, he gathers them together for one final fight, and in the end they are destroyed. 



But now we finally get back to where we left of chronologically. What in this paragraph let’s us 
know we’ve reached the chronological timeline once again?

The devil is thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the two beasts ALREADY reside. All these 
things happen on the timeline of the devil’s existence until we finally get to a point where it overlaps 
with the timeline of the two beasts we read about last chapter. And he is not special because he’s greater
than they are. He’s just as weak to God, and he gets the same punishment.

Verses 11-15 – Judgment before the Throne

The chapter ends with a picture of a great white throne. We’re not told if it’s the Father or the Son, just 
that he’s holding books, one of which is the book of life, which recounts the deeds of all who lived. 
What is the deed that is written in the book of life?

From other parts of scripture, only one deed matters: belief. Did you believe? Your name is written in 
life. Did you not believe? Your name is written in death.

And no one can hide from this book. Creation, physical and spiritual, are forced to give up any dead 
they possessed. This is the day of judgment when graves open and all stand before the judgment seat of
God. 

Now after all creation was judged, what was the last judgment to be made? What does it mean when 
he writes “second death”? (hint: revisit Revelation 14:14-20)

The second death is the second reaping. The first reaping was the sentence given. The second reaping 
was the sentence carried out. And here in Revelation 20, even death and hell are part of that sentencing.
They too need to be destroyed, for the concept of death will no longer exist. From this time on, 
everything is eternal, both reward and punishment.


