
The Book of Revelation
Week 12 – Chapters 17-18

Chapter 17

1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will 
show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters, 2 with whom the kings of 
the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers
on earth have become drunk.” 3 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a 
woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten 
horns. 4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls, 
holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual immorality. 5 
And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: “Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of 
earth's abominations.” 6 And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus.

When I saw her, I marveled greatly. 7 But the angel said to me, “Why do you marvel? I will tell 
you the mystery of the woman, and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her. 8 The 
beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. 
And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of 
the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come. 9 This calls for a mind 
with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated; 10 they are also 
seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come, and when he does come he 
must remain only a little while. 11 As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to 
the seven, and it goes to destruction. 12 And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet 
received royal power, but they are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast. 13
These are of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast. 14 They will make 
war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those 
with him are called and chosen and faithful.”

15 And the angel said to me, “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is seated, are 
peoples and multitudes and nations and languages. 16 And the ten horns that you saw, they and the 
beast will hate the prostitute. They will make her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh and burn 
her up with fire, 17 for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one mind 
and handing over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. 18 And the 
woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over the kings of the earth.”

Now the scene transitions from the reaping of the earth and physical creation to the judgment of the 
spiritual powers working behind the scenes. John sees a new vision from yet another perspective. First 
it was the reaping of earth from the perspective of heaven (God), then from physical creation, and now 
from spiritual creation. We saw God judge, we saw how it impacted humanity, now let’s wrap up with 
what will happen to the dragon and the beasts.

Verses 1-6 – The Woman and the Beast

First, before we get to the prostitute, who is the beast being mentioned? We’ve seen two beasts so 
far. Which one is this one and what is it’s role? (cf. Rev. 13:1-4)



This is the first beast, the one who’s role is authoritative or political. It is the one who sits on the throne 
the dragon established and acts as the “king” for the people, an alternative to Jesus (literally called the 
“Anti-Christ”). And we see that this beast is the one carrying the prostitute, so what does that tell us 
about their (work) relationship? The beast is her mode of transportation, i.e. it is the one that causes her
to move. Wherever it goes, she follows.

Now as for the woman, there are a multitude of sins that she could represent, but has chosen to present 
herself as a prostitute, or “harlot” in some translations. Why is this the chosen form and not 
something else, like an army general with power? Why sexual immorality as her focus, and what 
created being does her role remind you of?

Sexual immorality is the focus because it’s perhaps the easiest. Humans are hard wired to need many 
things: food, water, air, shelter, and relationships. Procreation is necessary for creatures to continue 
existing. But unlike the other necessities, sex has a much larger recreational draw. People don’t breathe 
or drink for some. Some like to eat excessively, but that temptation has always paled in comparison to 
sexual temptations.

So of all the necessities that physical creatures need, the one that draws the most attention is the 
relational one. There is no faster way to mislead the heart than sexual temptations, so that’s what we 
see this spiritual prostitute doing. And because we know that, that she works with the first beast and 
uses temptation and more subtle deceptions, this prostitute is most likely… the second beast; the false 
prophet.

And to further that point, look at what she’s called in verse 5: Babylon the great. Again we see that 
name being used in Revelation to refer to the power and greatness that mankind strives for. Babylon is 
something they want. Babylon is what they thought their life would be. Babylon is the literal kingdom 
to the rich and powerful, and perhaps just a pretty man or woman to the poor and lonely. But Babylon 
is Babylon, and it always pulls people in with images of greatness. That’s the power of the false 
prophet.

Now before the angel explains what John is seeing, we get one more line and that’s, “And I saw the 
woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.” Obviously, this is a 
terrible image because it mean’s God’s people have been killed, but at the same time it’s not surprising. 
We’ve already seen Jerusalem overtaken in Revelation and God’s people driven to death at the hands of
the Beast and its followers.

What’s interesting is that we’re told she’s DRUNK off that blood. She’s consumed some of the saints 
on earth, but recklessly. So yes, there’s fear from her conquering, but her weakness is clearly showing.

Verses 7-18 – The Explanation

Now some of the details about the woman the beast we’ve seen before, in fact quite recently, but there 
are some that are new.

1. The beast – was, and is not, and is about to rise (8) – This marks the coming and going of the 
beast. Sometimes it acts, other times it does not. Maybe that’s because its plan is already in 
motion. Maybe it’s because God has stopped it for His own plan. But the beast never is a 
constant like God. It is just another creature that is limited in power.



2. The beast – is eighth king of seven (11) – The beast will not be a simple earthly king like the 
rest. Although it will rule through the same means, it is not just a human king to be overthrown. 
It’s kingdom is both spiritual and physical. It’s kingdom spans the entirety of the other 
kingdoms. Nevertheless it has no more chance of winning than the earthly kings and kingdoms. 
Thus, it too shall be destroyed. 

3. The woman – is seated on the mountains (9) – The false prophet doesn’t just come at the end of 
times. She has been working in the background for centuries, millennia. She is behind the kings 
who oppose God and his people. She gives them power. She gives them knowledge. But in the 
end, they are limited by her own limitations.

The paragraph ends the same way they have been ending the last few chapters: The Lamb is victorious 
in the end. Perhaps this is because John is still human, and despite knowing who God is and what he 
has done, he still gets scared by the power of the opposition, because it’s more than his own. But 
whatever the reason, God or one of His angels reminds John again and again that he need not worry.

The chapter ends with a very unique twist. We’ve been led to expect that God will pronounce judgment
upon the dragon and the two beasts, but what is interesting about God’s plan of judgment upon the 
second beast (the prostitute) compared to how he dealt with creation in the previous chapter? 
What Biblical truth does this show that we’ve seen in stories like Joseph?

God will the false prophet’s own people to destroy her. We see that God is so great that he can even use
evil to destroy evil, and often does. God uses evil for his plans of good because evil is not strong 
enough to resist. The Unholy Trinity is not equal-in-opposite to God. It’s nothing. It’s just another piece
that God easily moves across the chess board. You thought plagues were bad? How about being 
destroyed and devoured by the only ones who ever loved you. The false prophet’s reign ends in 
betrayal and despair. But her story has one more chapter, unfortunately for her.

Chapter 18

1 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the 
earth was made bright with his glory. 2 And he called out with a mighty voice,

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!
    She has become a dwelling place for demons,
a haunt for every unclean spirit,
    a haunt for every unclean bird,
    a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast.
3 For all nations have drunk
    the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality,
and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her,
    and the merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious 
living.”

4 Then I heard another voice from heaven saying,

“Come out of her, my people,
    lest you take part in her sins,
lest you share in her plagues;
5 for her sins are heaped high as heaven,



    and God has remembered her iniquities.
6 Pay her back as she herself has paid back others,
    and repay her double for her deeds;
    mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed.
7 As she glorified herself and lived in luxury,
    so give her a like measure of torment and mourning,
since in her heart she says,
    ‘I sit as a queen,
I am no widow,
    and mourning I shall never see.’
8 For this reason her plagues will come in a single day,
    death and mourning and famine,
and she will be burned up with fire;
    for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.”

9 And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her, will
weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning. 10 They will stand far off, in fear of 
her torment, and say,

“Alas! Alas! You great city,
    you mighty city, Babylon!
For in a single hour your judgment has come.”

11 And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo 
anymore, 12 cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, scarlet cloth, all kinds of 
scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and 
marble, 13 cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep,
horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls.

14 “The fruit for which your soul longed
    has gone from you,
and all your delicacies and your splendors
    are lost to you,
    never to be found again!”

15 The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear of her torment, 
weeping and mourning aloud,

16 “Alas, alas, for the great city
    that was clothed in fine linen,
        in purple and scarlet,
    adorned with gold,
        with jewels, and with pearls!
17 For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.”

And all shipmasters and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off 18 and 
cried out as they saw the smoke of her burning,

“What city was like the great city?”
19 And they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out,
“Alas, alas, for the great city
    where all who had ships at sea
    grew rich by her wealth!



For in a single hour she has been laid waste.
20 Rejoice over her, O heaven,
    and you saints and apostles and prophets,
for God has given judgment for you against her!”
21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, 
saying,
“So will Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence,
    and will be found no more;
22 and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters,
    will be heard in you no more,
and a craftsman of any craft
    will be found in you no more,
and the sound of the mill
    will be heard in you no more,
23 and the light of a lamp
    will shine in you no more,
and the voice of bridegroom and bride
    will be heard in you no more,
for your merchants were the great ones of the earth,
    and all nations were deceived by your sorcery.
24 And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints,
    and of all who have been slain on earth.”

Chapter 18 is the details about what happens in the wake of the false prophet’s destruction. Babylon, or 
the earthly power that people have come to trust so much, has collapsed. What happens now?

Verses 1-8 – The Sentencing of Babylon

The first thing that God does is announce the judgment to the people. But note the purpose of that 
judgment. Why does God announce to the people the truth about Babylon? What is He trying to 
do?

He wants the eyes of the people to be opened. Even at the very end, like we’ve seen before, he wants 
the people to see the truth and repent. If these verses/chapters don’t show you the truth of what 
Timothy wrote in 1 Timothy 2, “desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth,” then I don’t know what will.

Look at verses 4-8 and what the voice from heaven commands the people to do. What from the 
last chapter (17) does this look like?

This looks like it’s showing us one of the ways that the prostitute is overrun by her own people. 
Perhaps some revolt because they eventually get tired of being led, or hate her policies and rules, but 
here we see that some are revolting because God is opening their eyes by literally telling them the truth.
Now that you’ve seen who she truly is, turn against her. Pay her back for the evil she led you to. Join 
the Lamb and his army that took Jerusalem and now judges Babylon.

Verses 9-20 – The Response of the People



The chapter continues by showing all the responses of the people who were being led by the false 
prophet. We see three different groups, the primary possessors of wealth, respond to the truth that 
wealth does not equal power.

First we see the kings:

What is the focus of the kings when Babylon is destroyed, and what does that tell us about their 
hearts?

They focus on how powerful the city was, perhaps how impenetrable the walls were, or how much land
it covered. They’re not focused on who is destroying it, only what they are losing along with it.

Then we see two sets of merchants:

What is the focus of the merchants when Babylon is destroyed, and what does that tell us about 
their hearts?

The merchants focus on the goods, the things they made with their hands and sold, and they care not 
about the works of their hands, but the money they will not longer receive. The work was not out of 
love, but greed, which is why they so willingly followed the beast while others did not.

Finally, the sailors:

What is the focus of the sailors when Babylon is destroyed, and what does that tell us about their 
hearts?

The sailors, like the two groups before them, mourned the loss of their livelihoods, but notice what they
acknowledge (which the others didn’t). Sailors did not live in Babylon. They may have stayed their 
some nights, but their life was on the sea. Therefore when Babylon fell, their wealth did too, but not 
their entire identity. While kings and merchants tied their hearts to the city, the sailors did not, thus they
are the only group to recognize God’s hand at work here.

Now this doesn’t necessarily mean they repented when the others didn’t, but they definitely had a much
better viewpoint to work from and were the group most likely to repent.

Verses 21-24 – The Sentence Carried Out

Finally, to end the earthly reign of the false prophet once and for all, the destruction comes as 
described. 

How does Babylon meet its fate?

It sinks to the bottom of the ocean by being attached to a great stone and dragged down. It is drowned, 
and every earthly power the false prophet had worked so hard to build up she is forced to watch sink 
and die. First there is violence, then silence, then justice.

Verse 24 gives us final closure on the prophets and saints of God, perhaps the 144,000 and the martyrs 
who were waiting for justice. This verse is a clear “This is for you” from God to his people, reminding 
them that it’s not just because God wants to destroy evil, but also wants to bless his people.


