
The Book of Revelation
Week 11 – Chapters 15-16

Chapter 15

1 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, seven angels with seven plagues, 
which are the last, for with them the wrath of God is finished.

2 And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those who had 
conquered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass with 
harps of God in their hands. 3 And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the
Lamb, saying,

“Great and amazing are your deeds,
    O Lord God the Almighty!
Just and true are your ways,
    O King of the nations!
4 Who will not fear, O Lord,
    and glorify your name?
For you alone are holy.
    All nations will come
    and worship you,
for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

5 After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent of witness in heaven was opened, 6 and out of
the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, with golden 
sashes around their chests. 7 And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven golden
bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever, 8 and the sanctuary was filled with smoke 
from the glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues
of the seven angels were finished.

Verses 1-4 – The Triumphant Song of Moses

Chapter 15 continues the triumph we saw introduced in the last chapter. Last week we heard about the 
return of the Lamb to Mount Zion and the reaping of the world. This week we get to see how that 
happens. How does the end of the world come for those who are still living on earth, specifically those 
who are opposed to God and his people? Well, through seven plagues brought by seven angels.

Again, notice the repetition of the number 7 in the book of Revelation so far. While the people use 
multiples of 12 (24 elders, 144,000 saints) and those opposed to God use 6 (number of the beast), God 
consistently uses the number of perfection. If you compare this to the rest of the Bible, the ratio of 7 to 
other numbers God uses here is way off. Normally he uses 7 but also many other numbers, but in 
Revelation it’s just 7 again and again and again and again. It really hammers home the finality of this 
book. Everything is coming full circle, so everything is happening in 7’s, both good and bad. And this 
part is bad for those who are unfaithful.

But before John gets to the plagues, he takes a brief interlude (as he is known to do) to recount what the
Church Triumphant is doing. He notices them beside what he sees as a sea of glass mingled with fire. 
Where have we seen a glassy sea before and what does being connected to fire tell us about how 
this one is different?



The sea of glass is similar to the sea of glass-like-crystal that stood between the throne of God and 
those worshiping in heaven. I represented the vast difference in power and authority between God and 
his creation, despite God dwelling there.

This sea is slightly different. The probably look very similar but this sea has fire added into the mix. 
Fire, especially when used with minerals, becomes a tempering agent. It’s used to shape and form, but 
requires a lot of heat. So although a similar sea appears on earth like it did in heaven, John sees this sea 
as a formative agent, perhaps the fire being representative of God’s wrath. Or because God’s people are
the ones standing next to it, perhaps the fire represents the persecution God’s people faced.

Both are things that occurred on earth but not in heaven, so both would work, but I think two things 
point us to it being the latter explanation:

1. We’ve already seen the reaping of the earth and are about to see plagues. A glassy sea of fire 
representing God’s wrath does make sense, but it’s also kind of beating a dead horse to have it three 
chapters in a row (especially because this is an interlude which John usually uses to bring hope in the 
midst of sad images).

2. The context of what comes directly after it makes it seem like the glassy sea of fire is not something 
God’s people are concerned with. They stand next to it and sing, so being the tribulations they 
triumphed over would make a lot of sense. If they’re going to boast in God’s greatness, why not in the 
face of the evil that has been overcome?

Finally for this first section, we see the song they sing. Now the song is given 2 names: the song of 
Moses and the song of the Lamb.

What was the Song of Moses about and when was it sung? 

The song of Moses was the song he sang after passing through the Red Sea. It was a song of triumph 
about how God had conquered the power and armies of His enemies and also a song of thanksgiving 
for the mercy and grace that God had showed to His people.

Now this song is much, much shorter than the song Moses sings in Exodus 15, but it focuses on the 
second half of that song. We’ve just seen the triumph of the beast being conquered (and note, 
conquered not killed) in Jerusalem and God’s people being a part of that plan. That’s the first half of the
song. Now we see the second half sung, the thanksgiving for the mercy and grace God has given.

The key difference here is once again the finality of the events occurring. While Moses sang about one 
specific event that God ordained, those singing this song in Revelation 15 are much more general. It’s 
not just one deed or way, but many. It’s not just the Hebrew people coming to God, but everyone. And 
now the fullness of God’s righteousness has been revealed, through the man Jesus and the telling of the 
Gospel by disciples and even angels.

Thus this is the song of the Lamb, similar in content to the song of Moses, but now sung containing the 
simplest, but fullest truth about who God is and what He has done.

Verses 5-8 – The Seven Angels and Seven Plagues



For the first time in a while we get a completely new object in Revelation. The tent of witness was 
another name given to the tabernacle a few times in the Old Testament. It was called that because it 
housed the ark of witness, another name for the ark of the covenant, which was called such because it 
contained the tablets of witness, the commandments.

So if the tent of witness in heaven is being opened, what should we expect to come out of it? (hint:
think about the purpose of the commandments)

The tent of witness being opened is not a good thing. The purpose of the commandments were 
witnesses against the people, showing how they failed. The Law was given to stop people from doing 
wrong things, show them how/why it was wrong, and teach them what to do instead. It was not a very 
pleasant thing, but necessary for growth.

The fact that we see this tent being opened during the pouring out of God’s wrath means that the Law 
of God is about to be fulfilled. For those who believe, Jesus fulfilled it in their stead. For those who 
don’t believe, they will then be called to measure up to it. And the witness of the Law that speaks 
against them ALWAYS has the same answer: you were not perfect, you brought pain and sorrow into 
creation by your actions, therefore you do not deserve perfection.

To end the chapter the seven angels are given bowls of wrath by the seraphim who guard the throne. 
We haven’t seen them do much so far, but it makes sense that they would participate in the pouring out 
of wrath part of the last days, as their existence is essentially God’s justice “personified”. I put that in 
quotes because that’s the word we use for something non-human being made like human, which is what
this is, just for spiritual beings.

Finally, and interestingly, the sanctuary remains closed until the angels were finished with their task. 
Up to this point we see things happening in heaven and their impact on earth. For once we see 
something happening on earth impacting heaven. Mirroring the tabernacle on earth, when God was 
present, Moses could not enter due to God’s holiness. Perhaps in heaven the spiritual beings cannot 
enter due to God’s holy judgment.

Keep some of these details in mind. The overlap between things on earth and things in heaven is not a 
mistake. There’s a reason we see the same things in both, and as we approach the end of Revelation 
we’ll see why.

Chapter 16

1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go and pour out on the 
earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.”

2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores 
came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image.

3 The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse, 
and every living thing died that was in the sea.

4 The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they became 
blood. 5 And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say,

“Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was,
    for you brought these judgments.
6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets,



    and you have given them blood to drink.
It is what they deserve!”

7 And I heard the altar saying,

“Yes, Lord God the Almighty,
    true and just are your judgments!”

8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people with 
fire. 9 They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who had power over 
these plagues. They did not repent and give him glory.

10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged 
into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish 11 and cursed the God of heaven for their pain 
and sores. They did not repent of their deeds.

12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried 
up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east. 13 And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon 
and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like 
frogs. 14 For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole 
world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. 15 (“Behold, I am coming like
a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked 
and be seen exposed!”) 16 And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.

17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple, 
from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 18 And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of 
thunder, and a great earthquake such as there had never been since man was on the earth, so great was
that earthquake. 19 The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God 
remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath. 20 And 
every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found. 21 And great hailstones, about one 
hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they cursed God for the plague of the hail, 
because the plague was so severe.

Verses 1-7 – The First Three Angels

The plagues the angels bring in the bowls of wrath are reminiscent of the plagues in Exodus, but again 
much more complete. The first three plagues mimic the first and sixth plague, water to blood and boils/
sores. Like in Egypt, God’s people who still dwell on earth are spared from the plagues, but this time 
it’s not just one nation, but the entire world, who is being judged.

These plagues seem to be copies of the plagues in Exodus, but what is another way we can 
understand the plagues in Exodus in light of Revelation?

The plagues in Egypt are not being mirrored here in Revelation, but were instead foreshadowing. 
Unbeknownst to the Israelites and all of God’s people before this Revelation of John, the plagues in 
Egypt were showing a small picture of what Judgment Day would bring. God already had the end 
planned by the time the Egyptians enslaved God’s people.

Now just as their was an angel of the fire in the temple, so is there an angel of the waters on earth. One 
of the things from Revelation we get to see that applies to our lives today are details like this. 
Sometimes people ask: how is God working within creation? We saw the obvious story of Jesus, God 
literally and physically interacting with creation, but John reveals some of the unseen ways. It’s not just
God reaching his hand into creation when He needs to, but He has angels assigned to specific roles.



Creation is self sustaining, in a sense. Just as God isn’t holding all the planets in a perfect rotation, but 
created gravity so they could do it on their own, so also he uses spiritual beings to work beyond the 
science. We never get to see it ourselves, but John gives us a taste here.

Now, to end this third plague, the angel of the waters and even the altar itself (is the altar a spiritual 
being? Is that why God commanded altars to be sacrificed to? Were they houses for the beings that 
brought the offerings before God? Interesting to think about) cry out that these plagues are indeed 
coming for judgment. The response they give seems to be like one who has to watch someone get beat 
on for a long time and finally justice comes for them. It’s like they’re saying, “Finally!”

Verses 8-16 – The Second Three Angels

The fourth plague brings something we didn’t see in Exodus. We see a heatwave across the earth like 
has never been seen before. And it’s in opposition to this extreme heat that we see the people’s 
response. They are so given over to the beast and the belief that it will save them that they refuse to 
repent. This goes back to a point we made last week. The punishment is given in severity to the crime. 
Add this to the list of stubbornness of the people that we made last week. Nothing will convince them 
that they are not more important than God.

The fifth angel and plague brings us back to a more familiar place. What was unique about the 
plague of darkness in Exodus and how is this similar?

The darkness only covered the Egyptians, but all of God’s people had light in their homes. Notice that 
the bowl of wrath is poured out over the throne of the beast, the first beast that was given authority. It is
his number/mark that was placed upon the followers, thus it would be very easy to know who was 
stuck in darkness. And yet, the people did not repent.

Number 6. This, like the fourth plague, is different from the plagues of Egypt, but more than just being 
something we haven’t seen before. Look at verses 12 and 14. What is God doing in this plague?

God is preparing a way for the enemy. He is drying up rivers so kings and armies who serve the Unholy
Trinity can come forth for battle. The three send out spirits to all the kings and nations to perform signs,
bolster their faith, and bring them across the lands to fight God and his people. The dragon failed to 
create a successful rebellion in heaven, he failed to stop the Son of God, he failed to siege heaven, and 
now that he is on earth he turns to one more battle. He knows it won’t work, but what else can he do?

What began as a joint effort of spiritual beings and humanity to rebel against God will end the same 
way. They will gather at Mount Megiddo (or Armageddon) and try to fight off God and his armies. And
this sixth plague is to open the way of travel and let them, for they march to their doom.

Verses 17-21 – The Seventh Angel

So how do the kings and armies fare? Before anything even happens God calls from the temple and 
says, “It is done!” Words echoed from the cross to the end of creation. And instead of a great battle, the 
earth shook, lightning struck, and hail fell. People were swallowed up and crushed without even a 
chance to fight back. The sixth plague really was worse than they ever imagined, for there was no glory
this day… only death.



Now, Based on the chances to repent throughout the plagues and the winepress and Babylon 
being mentioned at the end, when can we infer these events took place?

They most likely happened over the course of what we saw in chapter 14. Chapter 14 was John seeing 
things happen from the perspective of earth. First the Lamb and his saints came to Jerusalem, then 
angels flew overhead, then the earth was reaped. In the next two chapters, John sees the same event 
happen from the heavenly perspective. After Jerusalem was retaken, the angels and saints in heaven 
sung praises to God and them God sent forth the angels from his temple to deal with the rest of the 
earth. And as the plagues are happening, the angel flies over calling for repentance, but we learn here 
exactly what the response was.

So we see the details of the reaping. Believer and unbeliever separated in the first reaping. Believer and
unbeliever dealt with differently in the second. One suffers, one does not. One dies, one lives. And yet 
the story is not done. For the reaping continues. Not everyone died from this wave of plagues. But the 
end is still coming and soon they will join those who have gone before them.


