
The Book of Revelation
Week 10 – Chapter 14

Chapter 14

1 Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his
name and his Father's name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar
of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists 
playing on their harps, 3 and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living 
creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been 
redeemed from the earth. 4 It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins.
It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as 
firstfruits for God and the Lamb, 5 and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless.

6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those
who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7 And he said with a loud 
voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him 
who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

8 Another angel, a second, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made
all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.”

9 And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the 
beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he also will drink the wine 
of God's wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and 
sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their 
torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and
its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name.”

12 Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and
their faith in Jesus.

13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their 
deeds follow them!”

14 Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, 
with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 And another angel came out of the 
temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Put in your sickle, and reap, for the 
hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” 16 So he who sat on the cloud swung 
his sickle across the earth, and the earth was reaped.

17 Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 And 
another angel came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, and he called with a 
loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, “Put in your sickle and gather the clusters from the 
vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe.” 19 So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and 
gathered the grape harvest of the earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 
And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a 
horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia.

Verses 1-5 – The Lamb and the 144,000

We open with an image of the lamb now descended from heaven and dwelling with the saints on earth 
in Jerusalem.



What was the state of Jerusalem when the Lamb descended with the 144,000?

It was overrun by the followers of the beast. Last we heard, Jerusalem was given to the unfaithful in 
Revelation chapter 11. Two faithful witnesses were preaching to the people, but the people didn’t listen 
and eventually the beast arose and devoured the two witnesses, but ultimately they were given life 
again and ascended to meet the Lamb.

We see this image again in chapter 13, where the beast is allowed to make war on the saints that 
remained on earth and even conquer them, but not allowed to have authority over them.

Finally here in chapter 14 we begin to see the conclusion to those stories. What happened to the 
conquered saints on earth that God was sealing before the end would come? On Mount Zion alongside 
the Lamb they now reappear, but no longer as frail humans trying to share the Gospel on earth, but 
instead as gloriously resurrected saints of God who stand in the very presence of the one who 
conquered them and sing praises to God.

Now, what is significant about only the 144,000 being able to learn the song?

Look back at Revelation 6:9-11… The 144,000, the ones being sealed before the end would come, had 
been asking when justice would come for them and their fellow martyrs. See how the Lamb rewards 
their faithfulness. Not only would justice come, but they would be a part of the very plan to destroy the 
beast and its followers.

Now before we get to that, I do want to note that we get a few more details about the 144,000 saints in 
these verses. The first new detail we learn is that they’re virgins, specifically male virgins. Why is that 
significant? My mind immediately went to 1 Corinthians 7 where Paul talks about it being better to 
remain single, not because being married is bad, but literally everything we do in life has a way of 
getting in between us and the Gospel.

If you can remain single and not be burdened by everything that having a family brings (and trust me, 
as nice as life is right now, there’s very few free moments during the day between work, time with Zeb,
and time with Rachel), then you have a unique opportunity to share the Gospel in ways that those with 
families do not have the time or energy to do. And I think Paul is (perhaps unknowingly) describing the
reason the 144,000 are virgins.

We speculated that they could be special Christians throughout time chosen for certain purposes that 
were a part of God’s plan, like those who had to exist for the Messiah’s lineage to complete. With this 
detail we learn that it’s even more specific. These 144,000 sealed saints throughout time were special 
followers who were so faithful that not even temptations of sex or marriage distracted them from the 
Gospel. Perhaps that’s why there’s only 144,000, because that’s not a very common thing.

Now, why are they specifically male virgins? What does the gender of these saints tell us about 
their roles, both while they were alive and here at the end?

Biblically, and we’ve talked about this before, men and women have different roles within creation. 
Why the Bible uses “brothers” and not often “brothers and sisters” is because men would be the ones 
who read the letters and shared them. Men were created to be bigger and stronger so they could be the 
hunter gathers. Because of this, men were also the ones who risked their lives in battle, while the 
women and children stayed in the cities.



The 144,000 being men tells us that while they were alive they had the roles of leaders and/or warriors 
for God. First they were God’s chosen on earth, what we might call the Church Militant, and now they 
return to face the beast and his followers as what we might call the Church Triumphant. As males were 
chosen for earthly armies, so this special army of 144,000 was composed the same way.

And what do these saints get in reward for their faithfulness besides justice against the beast?

1. They get to follow the Lamb wherever He goes. They are the human version of the elders around the 
throne, the lieutenants of God above all other humans.

2. They are chosen as the firstfruits by and for God. Of all the saints, they shall rise first and stand 
closest to the throne.

So Mount Zion gets overrun, the beast swallows up the remaining faithful, but they are saved by God 
who now returns with them to take back what was lost.

Verses 6-13 – The Messages of the Three Angels

Notice the juxtaposition between 14:6 and 13:7-8. The angels fly over not God’s people, but those who 
are unfaithful, for God’s people aren’t the ones who need this message. Now, God’s people would still 
hear the message, but it’s vitally more important for those who aren’t faithful. Let’s take a look at the 
three messages given by the angels.

First, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who
made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

What is this angel doing that you wouldn’t expect so close to Judgment Day?

He’s giving the people on earth a chance to repent. Last week we talked about an image C.S. Lewis 
uses about locking the gates of hell from the inside, where first we choose to lock God out of our lives, 
then eventually he gives us what we want and locks it from the other side. This seems to be the 
penultimate chance. Here God inserts the key into the keyhole and uses his angel to ask one final time, 
“Is this really what you want?”

It seems a bit absurd that God would give them this chance. These are the evil people who joined the 
beast and cast out/killed God’s saints on earth. Shouldn’t God just destroy them and be done with it? 
Isn’t that a bit unfair to those who had been faithful throughout all of this? Well, no, for 2 reasons: Why
is giving another chance to the unfaithful to repent not as unfair as it seems?

1. God is merciful. The entire story of the Bible is about how God gives unworthy people chance after 
chance to join Him and receive His gifts.

2. This isn’t as simple of a “get out of jail free” card as it seems. Remember that up to this point, people
have been seeing judgment rain down upon them leading up to the end of days, but haven’t repented or 
turned to God. Even when the 2 witnesses in Jerusalem performed signs and miracles the people still 
didn’t care. God isn’t giving them an easy deathbed conversion here, he’s simply giving them another 
chance like the many they’ve rejected thus far.



Ultimately it’s like the parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard. No matter what hour they come to 
work, the master offers them a day’s wages. Salvation is all or nothing. There is no partial salvation. 
Despite being late/unfaithful, God gives the same opportunity he gave everyone else.

After this call to repentance, God sends another angel, this time with a message of warning. This is the 
first time (but not the last) that Babylon is named in Revelation. 

What does naming Babylon as the object of God’s wrath supposed to tell the reader?

1. It gives us a little chronology. This woe is not yet for the dragon and two beasts, but specifically for 
their followers. It is a human city that is falling, meaning the followers will fall before the beast does.

2. Babylon is a city that drums up imagery of greatness. Recalling Daniel, Babylon was not the largest 
or strongest of the nations that would conquer the known world, but it was by far the most stable. The 
Babylonian Empire lasted close to 1300 years, far, far longer than any of the following empires. When 
one thought Babylon, they thought “the Pinnacle of human empires”. But even Babylon in all it’s 
stability would be reduced to nothing at the coming of the Lord.

Finally, the third angel passes and confirms what we assumed from the second angel. This angel 
directly threatens those who have the mark of the beast and serve it. The image we get is quite harsh: 
full wrath of God, burning and choking on fire and sulfur before the presence of God and his angels, 
forever and ever with no rest.

But note the reality of the situation leading up to these verses in Revelation. Those who follow the 
beast have:

1. Seen plagues ravage the earth and never question why they were happening.
2. Rejected the messages and signs God gave through prophets.
3. Cheered at the deaths of said prophets.
4. Willingly chose to serve the beast and receive it’s mark.
5. Ignored one final chance being given by a literal angel flying overhead.

Time and time again these people chose destruction because they cared only for themselves and 
nothing for God, his creation, or their fellow human beings. The damage they inflicted by willingly 
choosing sin was eternal. Creation would never naturally recover from it. And despite knowing that, 
they continued to do it. So God gave them what they wanted, receiving the very damage they 
themselves had afflicted for the same amount of time. They essentially chose their own punishment, but
didn’t know it because they were protected from it by God’s mercy until now.

Then, to end this section, John speaks his own words like he did a chapter before. “Saints, endure, for 
this is the truth of what is to come.” And to follow this up, God or an angel or elder speaks to John and 
says, “Write this based on what you’ve seen so far: those who die in the Lord are indeed blessed. The 
faithfulness shown in works that you do will indeed be present at the time of judgment.” That’s good 
news for the faithful and bad news for the unfaithful, but that’s what John has seen very vividly so far.

Verses 14-20 – The Harvest of the Earth

Finally, the time is nigh. As prophesied by the angels, so it happens, and it does so in very interesting, 
but familiar, imagery.



Who is the one sitting on the cloud and why is the angel coming from the temple allowed to give 
him a command?

Jesus is the one sitting on a cloud overlooking the earth and the angel is allowed to command him 
because it brings a message from God the Father (who dwells in the temple) that the time is ready to 
harvest the earth and separate the faithful from the unfaithful for the final time.

Now notice that when Jesus swings his sickle across the earth, the reaping happens but there is still 
reaping to be done. 

What is the first reaping that Jesus does, and what reaping remains after?

The reaping Jesus does is the judging of those who remain on earth. He doesn’t separate anything, but 
he marks those who are faithful and those who are unfaithful. After that happens, they still need to be 
separated. For that, we see another angel come and begin to actually remove the fruit from the vine 
(aka kill those on earth so that none remain when the time comes to destroy the earth and create a new 
one).

Perhaps this is the same angel that moved across Egypt killing the firstborn sons. Perhaps it is the 
fourth rider, whose name is Death. Either way, the result is the same: when this angel swings its sickle, 
death follows.

Note the contrast between the image of the vineyard here and the parables scattered through the New 
Testament. Constantly Jesus used the image of a vineyard and fruit to refer to creation and those who 
had faith. Good fruit was harvested for the master. Here the image is quite the opposite. Grapes are 
harvested, but not carefully gathered. They are sliced from the vines, so that pieces of stem and leaves 
fall in the winepress. Then they are smashed and instead of juice flowing out, it’s blood.

Time and time again, God harvested the good fruit from the vines, but now it’s time for the vines to be 
burned and make way for new ones, and any grapes refusing to ripen and fall off will be cut down.

As I said, we see a very familiar image here, but for once the result is the opposite of the other times. 
The final harvest of the grapes is not a pretty one. It’s simply the necessary one.

A few fun facts:

The angel who has authority over fire is the angel who stands before the incense altar and offers 
prayers for the saints. It is fitting that the angel who heard the cries of justice by God’s people now is 
the one who gets to carry the fulfillment message to the angel of death.

This is where the image of death with a scythe originates from. Catholics in the 14th century began 
referring to death as a being with a harvesting scythe to represent the plague, drawn from images seen 
in Revelation.


