
Esther Chapters 7-8 (Greek) / 4 (Hebrew) 

Greek Esther 7:4-19 (Hebrew 4:4-17) - Esther and Mordecai’s Plan 

 When Esther’s servants tell her about Mordecai’s mourning, what is her response? Why? 

She sent him clothes to replace his sackcloth. She hadn’t yet heard the decree and didn’t want her 
cousin to dishonour himself in the king’s court. (Verses 4-5) 

In the Hebrew version, Mordecai sends Esther word including  the details of Haman’s plea 
before the king and a copy of the decree. The Greek, however, adds two verses giving a direct 
quote from Mordecai. 

What does Mordecai mean when he says “the days of your humiliation”? 

Esther was an orphan before Mordecai took her in. Those without the basic necessities of life 
(food, family, housing) are often looked down upon and made fun of. She was also somewhat 
humiliated when brought before the king like a pageant dog, but the following phrase “nurtured” 
seems to more likely refer to her childhood.  

Compare Mordecai’s advice in 7:11 with Haman’s plans in 5:7. Once again this becomes a story 
about the power of Yahweh vs. false idols (both the diviners and human authorities; Haman/the 
king). 

Compare this to the story of Elijah in 1 Kings 18. Elijah, too, was considered a troublemaker (1 
Kings 18:17) and there was an edict for his death (1 Kings 18:3, 19:2). And once again the power 
of Yahweh was put to the test vs. false idols. What does the outcome of that story tell us about 
what we should expect from this story? 

Those making the threats will not only be neutralized, but there will be poetic justice as their 
punishment becomes their original threat. We should expect for Haman to not only fail, but his 
failure to cause the downfall of his people instead.  

Following Mordecai’s advice, we see an almost cinematic exchange between the cousins where 
Esther says, “I will be killed if I go before the king without being called,” to which Mordecai 
replies, “Dear cousin, you will be killed if you don’t.” 

What form of repentance does Esther tell the Jews to perform and why? 

Fasting was not only a means of repentance before God, but Jewish faith understood that it was 
often tied to visions as well (1 Sam. 28:20, Dan. 9:20, 10:7). By denying one’s self physical need 
(as well as mental and emotional needs as fasting wasn’t just food, but also things like 



fellowship, clothing, and washing), fasting helped put the focus on faith, and many times that 
lead to a clearer understanding of God’s plan. By asking the Jews to fast, Esther was looking for 
an answer. That is made clear in the following Greek additions.  

Greek Esther 7:20-30 - Addition 3a: Mordecai’s Prayer 

Restate the opening to Mordecai’s prayer (7:21) using a familiar Christian phrase. Combined 
with verses 22 and 23, what does this sound like? 

Thy will be done. This is how Jesus taught his disciples to pray: adoration and humility to begin 
prayer.  

In verses 24-26, Mordecai says the reason he would not bow to Haman is because he refuses to 
put anyone or anything before God. To what extent does Mordecai profess this? 

Verse 25 states that he was not even willing to do it to save the Israelites from destruction, for it 
was not merely an action (a kissing of feet) but a call to obedience.  

An inheritance is what one in authority or power gives to one below him as part of a cultural 
tradition (most commonly from parent to child). It is modeled after God giving Adam His 
creation to tend. So why does Mordecai call Israel God’s inheritance (7:27)? Shouldn’t it be 
God’s possession that He gives to someone else to inherit? 

God created humanity and therefore does possess them as His own, but since he gave them free 
will, they (in a sense) have their own “choice” in who possesses them. Therefore, if they are 
faithful to God, it is like God has given Himself an inheritance; a gift from His own creation. If 
they are not faithful, they are not inherited and will not dwell in His estate in the end. Moses uses 
the word this way multiple times (Ex. 34:9, Deut. 4:20). 

Most of Mordecai’s prayer sounds extremely Levitical (the tribe of Moses), even thought he was 
a Benjaminite. Why is that? 

When the Israelites were taken captive the first time (~700 B.C.), all the tribes except the 
Judahites, Benjaminites, and Levites were eventually assimilated into other cultures by the time 
the story of Esther takes place (~470 B.C.). So Mordecai’s Jewish upbringing would have been 
much more closely tied to the two other remaining tribes (Judah and Levi) than other Israelite 
sin the Bible (cf. David; 1000 B.C.).  

Greek Esther 8 - Addition 3b: Esther’s Prayer 

Before the prayer even starts, verses 1-2 give us a good insight into the anguish of Queen Esther. 
Her mental anguish manifests itself in many ways: sackcloth and ash, dung, and even tearing out 
her own hair.  



We also see the magnitude of the anguish, because Esther knew full well that adorning herself in 
humiliation could lead to what dangerous thing? 

The king could find her this way and give her the Vashti treatment, for someone in such disgrace 
would not be worthy of the title and authority.  

Esther acknowledges this by starting her prayer professing that God is her only king.  

Without this addition, one might assume that the punishment the Jews are facing is part of the 
punishment that brought the Israelites into exile. In verses 6 & 7, Esther gives another very likely 
reason for the Jew’s punishment and repentance. What is it? 

They have worshipped the gods of those around them. Given what we learned about the 9 tribes 
that dissipated, it’s highly likely the Jews in Babylonian captivity faced the same challenges.  

In her prayer, who does Esther believe the current spiritual war is between? 

God and false idols. Like Mordecai, she recognizes the bigger picture. God’s people are meant to 
represent God to the world, and their struggles are not merely human, but spiritual.  

However, verses 11-14 acknowledge what about how God’s plans often play out? 

God uses His people to fulfill His will (and sometimes not His people). Esther recognizes that 
even though it’s God vs. false idols, the two champions sent to fight will be her and Haman.  

The “immaturity” of Esther’s faith can be seen in her prayer compared to Mordecai’s. Not only is 
she not as structured (I.e. not praying as Levites were taught to pray), she also ends her prayer 
(verses 15-19) doing a bit of boasting in her humility. However, even when Abraham and David 
said similar things, in the end they are insignificant because the prayer and faith of the one 
praying is sincere. 

That being said, one of Esther’s boasts of humility has to do with not eating before Haman and 
not taking pride in eating before the king. Take careful note of verse 17. It sets up for God to 
work in a way He has worked many times before: directly in contrast to what His followers 
expect.


