
Esther Chapters 4 (Greek) / 2 (Hebrew)

Greek Esther 4:1-8 (Hebrew 2:1-8) – Need for a Queen

After removing Vashti from her position, what is the implied reason the king wants a new queen?

He needed a new trophy wife who was “young” and “beautiful”.

To be chosen as queen, the bar is set as one in a million, literally.

Because her parents were dead, Esther was raised by Mordecai, her cousin.

This meant that Esther was raised Jewish, but was told to keep it quiet. Why?

Mordecai’s ancestors were the persecuted exiles, so he knew how dangerous it was to be a Jew openly.

Esther, along with some other women, were chosen to appear before the king primarily because of their
beauty. Why were they put under the supervision of a eunuch?

Eunuch’s would not make any sexual advances on the young women.

Greek Esther 4:9-14 (Hebrew 2:9-14) – The Process

The first part of the queen finding process was finding favor with Hegai, the supervising eunuch. He 
was in charge of making sure the women followed correct purification rituals and none who were 
presented before the king were unworthy.

However, the language is very specific that Esther obtained favor in the eyes of Hegai. This meant she 
probably had talents (above and beyond her beauty) that other women did not.

This would intrigue Hegai because in Persian culture, eunuchs acted as advisors to the king and often 
had their own agendas.

Those who found favor with Hegai moved on to the next stage: appearing before the king. This 
happened in three steps:

1. Choosing clothing and cosmetics.

2. Moving from the women’s house to the king’s house.

3. Appearing before the king in some fashion.

Those who found favor with the king stayed in the second house and would have another chance.

The only way to have a second chance was if the king remembered them/their name.

Those who were in the second house, but were not chosen would become concubines.



Greek Esther 4:15-18 (Hebrew 2:15-18) – Esther’s Turn

Leading up to the climax of this mini-story are a few details:

1. Esther followed Hegai’s advice/instruction.

2. Esther obtained the favor of all she met/all who saw her.

Detail 1 shows us that Esther is humble and wise.

Detail 2 shows us that Esther is beautiful and charismatic/charming.

Knowing the process of the choosing of the new queen, what strange thing happens when Esther 
appears before the king?

She only appears once. The king is so taken that he ends the search before any second appearances.

Greek Esther 4:19-23 (Hebrew 2:19-23) – Mordecai’s “Lucky” Break

During this whole choosing process, Mordecai has been visiting Esther every day.

This puts him in the perfect position to overhear a plot against the king’s life. This plot is likely a result 

of Esther being chosen as queen.

This is the second tumult and likely directly connected to the first tumult (Vashti’s rejection), thus the 
first part of Mordecai’s dream is in full view.

However, God using Mordecai and Esther to save the king’s life will result in a war 

between the nations and the righteous.

And with that, all the scene-setting mini-stories have concluded. Everyone is in their proper positions. 
Now the story of Esther begins.


