
Esther Chapters 10-12 (Greek) / 6-8:12 (Hebrew)

Greek Esther 10 (Hebrew 6) – The King Honors Mordecai

How does the king’s personality show itself at the beginning of chapter 10? (10:1-3)

The narcissism and egotism of the king are shown by the fact that up to this point he never considered 
celebrating the man who saved his life.

Haman’s mistake in chapter 9 immediately finds it consequences in the following verses of chapter 10. 
Because he planned to hang Mordecai from the gallows, Haman found himself waiting in the king’s 
court for a chance to speak with the king. This meant that he was present when the king was preparing 
to honor Mordecai.

Haman’s personality is shown to be the same as the king’s when Haman believes he is the one in whom
the king delights. (10:6)

What follows because of Haman’s arrogance is the first instance of poetic justice for Haman. (10:7-11)

Haman answers the king’s question about honoring someone by listing all the things he wants to have 
done for him. Little did he know that all he requested would be done for Mordecai, fanning the flame of
Haman’s hatred.

What happens at the end of chapter 10 that does not allow Haman to fix his growing mistake? (10:14)

The king’s eunuchs immediately come to bring Haman to Esther’s banquet. He is not allowed time to 
think about his plan, take down the gallows, or even make amends with Mordecai to delay his plan 
until the time is right.

The mistake of listening to his wife and friends and acting rashly, and the very physical evidence of his 
mistake in the form of gallows, cannot be changed until after the banquet. Haman is at the mercy of the
queen and her banquet.

Greek Esther 11 (Hebrew 7) – The Queen’s Petition and Accusation

The second time Esther is asked by the king, she is prepared to answer. What detail shows careful 
planning by Esther concerning when she should answer? (11:2)

Esther waits until the king and Haman are drinking wine. Esther is relying on an emotional response 
from the king to help save her and her people. Once they are drinking/drunk, Esther makes her request.

What does Esther mean when she says that she and her people are sold into death? (11:3)

She is referring to Haman’s bribe to write an edict in the name of the king.

As if the selling of his wife into death is not enough to anger the king, Esther goes one step further and 
says that even if she and her people were only sold into slavery (not death), that still would have 
brought woe to the king, for even if he was paid for their removal as slaves (above and beyond the 



bribe), he would still lose more than money could compensate, for their work in the kingdom was 
worth more than their cost as slaves would be. (11:4)

This is a call back to the first exile (Babylonian Captivity, ~580 B.C.) and God’s words in Jeremiah 
9:5-7. The Israelites were called to pray for and actively seek the prosperity of the city they were 
captive in.

“Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have sons and 
daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have 
sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of 
the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too 
will prosper.”

The last part of Esther’s request is concerning what her people have done for the king. Even if it wasn’t
death they were sold into, the king should still desire to see those who have blessed him prosper 
themselves.

However… it was death they were sold into. Therefore, it’s even worse. And that’s why Esther ends her 
petition as she does. “This is why it’s bad for me… and this is why it’s even worse for you.”

Esther’s response enrages the king and he demands to know who has done such an evil act. Esther 
responds that it is Haman, and for a moment the king is torn, for Haman has served him well. However,
the plan of inviting both the king and Haman for this moment of accusation finally pays off, because 
Haman, in his distraught, makes what final mistake? (11:8)

Haman fell begging before Esther and broke two very strict cultural royal laws: 1. No one is allowed to
sit or lay with the queen except the king and the queen’s handmaidens. 2. No one is allowed to touch 
the queen except the king and the queen’s handmaidens.

When Haman fell upon the queen, the king saw this as a physical attack against his wife, which only 
solidified that Haman would have no problem killing her as she had claimed. If he had followed the 
king and begged him instead, there may have been hope, but being caught off guard, Haman sealed his 
own fate.

Even if Haman had not made that mistake, what two things does the king also learn that day that would
have sealed his fate? (11:9, 12:1)

1. His eunuchs informed him that Haman had made gallows for Mordecai, the man who saved his life.

2. Esther told the king that Mordecai was related to her.

This leads to the second instance of poetic justice for Haman: Haman is hung upon Mordecai’s gallows.

However, the story is not yet over. Haman is defeated, but remember that the dragons in Mordecai’s 
dream were representative of two sides of a war, more than just two people.

Greek Esther 12 (Hebrew 8:1-12) – The Second Petition and King’s Response



Although Esther stood as queen and Mordecai as the king’s right hand, what legal problem remained 
that did not allow the king to grant Esther’s request? Why? (12:8)

The king’s edicts cannot be undone. This is for one of two reasons: 1. Reversing edicts would make the 
king look weak, and 2. Many people would already have set their mind to following the edict, and 
reversing it would not stop those people from carrying it out.

Instead, what does the king suggest Esther do?

Write a counter edict, giving equal power to the Jews to fight back. 

This would give the main pockets of Jews in the large cities a significant advantage for two reasons:

1. The number of enemies would dwindle because they wouldn’t want to risk their own lives, families, 
and possessions.

2. The Jews could form a militia and fight as a united front against any who remained.


